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January 20,1944

This is to certify that

Miss Florence Ada XKirk

in ¢ood health and 1s not suf fering from leprosy,

rochona, tubercuios! ing-nity, ncute &pllilensy, or

any other disease Lidkel] » endanger sublic nealth.

~

She was vA8CCliliiel

and reccive’ the t

bet een




MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE
Middlebury, Vermont

Dcpartxnent of Eng]ish

January 28, 1944

Mrs, W, Pluwmer Mills
IS0 FHifth Avenue
New York ’

New York

My dear Mrs., Mills:

I shall be glad to. have Miss Kirk come at
any tiwe that is convenient for her and to talk with her
about things that may interest her in our £nglish work at
Middlebury. Our present term of class work ends February
IIth, followed by a period of exawinations and the resumwption
of classes again March 6th, Possibly therefore, it would
be more disirable for a visit before we are involved in
exawinations or after we are under way in the next term.
Usually I am out of town on Tuesday and Thursday mornings
but otherwise available during the week. If you can let me
know when Miss Kirk will come we will plan accordingly.

Sincerely yours,

Houglon 8 Mecrs




Dean Bernice Brown Cronkhite
Radcliffe College
Cambridge, lasse

Dear Dean Cronkhite:

Thanit you for your cordial response to my letter suggesting

that Miss Kirk pay a visit to rRadcliffe. Ve practly acrreciate vour
P 3 =X g
in making ccntacts for

help in arranging for her entertaimment and
her with the English and liodern Language fecultiese

Since I wrote you, we have secured a passage for her on a
boat leaving the end of Febrmary, so her visits to the colleges will

have to be rether brief and she will plan to star: immediately. She
expects to leave New York Thursday night, Februery 3rd, arriving in
Doston at 7345 a,me, February 4th, She will go out to ladecliffe im-
nedietely after she gets brecekfast, which should mean tlietl she will

be there at approximately 9 o'clock. She will go first to your office
in the Graduate School]

She foeels that siie musi start on to her next appointment
Seturday end will be most grateful for enything that you ean do for
her during the dey and a half she is at Redcliffe, She is really more
interested in conferrin- with the faculties than in visiting classes,
es her time must be so brief,

Miss Kirk has asked me to express to vou her epnrrecistion
f 4 v - &

for your cordiality end to say that she wishes “hat she could have a

weok at Radcliffe instead of just a dey.

Cordially yours,

Mrse Ve tluner Uills




WHEATON COLLEGE
NORTON
MASSACHUSETTS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Februsry 3, 1944

My dear lirs. Mills:

Mr. Boas has referred to me vour lotter
nf Jamarv 28 so that T mav send a ceneral in-
vitation to Miss Kirk to come and visit Wheaton
and meet any of the facultv with whom she will
be interested in talkino, Ve shall be olad to
have her vieit clesses or use the enllece in
anv wav that will be profitable tn her, We
shall be el1ad to entertain her for such time
as she can stev here, T hope I am not too Jlate
in sending you this informetion. Ve are still in
the midst nf our migvear exami n2tions and ownr
second semester does nnt start until the 7th,
thinls almost anv time Anrine the weel®will be a
onod time for Misg Kirk th enme. Mr, and Mre,
Foas are tn be awav. howcver. ffom Thursdav to
Saturdav., Febrvarv 10 to 12,

'u/'"',\ cordig] "wopfﬂ'hfﬁu +n vO1)

Sincerelv vours.,

Mrs, W, Plumer {11«
Ginline Collece. Amerie:
150 Fifth Avenue

New York 11, New York
VFC :FR

“Aet /s, 40«,77'1.44 lu#/aalva»‘—v
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UNIVERSAL TRADING CORPORATION
EXPORT AND IMPORT
630 FI1IFTH AVENUE
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS NEwW YORK’ N.Y.

UNITRACORP
CODES USED

BENTLEY'S

CIRCLE 5-7646 Febr‘uary 8, 1944 ACME’S

TELEPHONE

Associated Boards for Christian Colleges
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y.

Reference - Export License for
Miss Florence Kirk —

‘ bAlxwf”'

Gentlemen:

Inclosed herewith is the following export license which

has been received from the Foreign Economic Administration:
RA-690 22-0549623 $86.05

Very truly yours,
UNIVERSAL TRADING CORPORATION
Archie Lochhead, President

7

‘szdtQ ,'). ¢¢¢wzyb

B J. Bowes/ Secretary




Associated Boards for Christian @olleges in China
150 Fifth Avenuey New York, N.Y.
Charge to the account of

OF SER EICE DESIRED s . \
DOMESTIC CABLE 1206 ’-j
TELEGRAM ORDINARY
\ ACCOUNTING INFORMATION

DAY URGENT
RATE

LETTER
SERIAL DEFERRED
NIGHT NIGHT
LETTER LETTER
TIME FILED
§ L v

Patrons should check class of service
desired; otherwise the message will be
A. N. WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

transmitted as a telegram or /
\ ordinary cablegram. PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
—

Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

-

Mrs. laura W. L. Scales
Smith College
Northamptin, Mass.

EARLY SAILING UNCERTAIN I MAY ARRIVE SMITH WEDNESDAY. WILL

WIRE DEFINITELY TOMORROW.

Florence Kirk




Associated Boards for Clristian Colleges In China
150 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. : $

|
Charge to the account of.
OF SERVI DESIRED
DOMESTIC | W& CABLE * 1206 7 f
TELEGRAM ORDINARY ki
DAY T
LETTER UG ATE . ACCOUNTING INFORMATION
SERIAL OEFERRED
NIGHT NIGHT
LETTER LETTER
TIME FILED J
J. €, WILLEVER
A

Patrons should check class of service
desired; otherwise the message will be
transmitted as a telegram or A, N. WILLIAMS NEwWCOMB CARLTON
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

\ ordinary cablegram.
Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Febriary 9§, 1944

Mrs, laure W, L, Scales
Smith College
Northampton, Mass.

ARRIVING NIRE FORTY THREE TONIGHT WILL GO DIRECT TO ELLEN

EMERSON HOUBE.

Florenoe Kirk




GinLine CoLLEGE
Nanking, China

American Office
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

Feb., 9, 1944

Miss Florence Kirk

o/o Mrs, Laura W, L. Scales
Smith College

Northampton, Mass.

Dear !iiss Kirk;

: I have just been telkimng again to
Mr, CBameron about this bdank for an export
license. He says that there are several coples
which must all be filled in the same way, and
therefore he asks that you do not fill this
blenk in yourself, but instead give him the
information on a separate piece of paper.

He needs to know the Unit Value of

each item; that is, 3 tubes at , and
1 cesing at . He also needs to know

the name and address of the supplier,

If you can write ou% this informapion

on a spparate plece of paper, Mr. Cameron will
type up the blank in dupllioeate form,

However, it is necessary that you

sijg‘the enclosed blank, so really your signature
is the only thing that you need to put on the

blank itself,

As soon as it comes back to us, lr,
Cambron will go ahead with getting the license
for you,
Sincerely yours,

Yirs. Alfred Foster




[Eeb, 114447

Customs File No.

C%E!
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
Form 7525-V

THITED STATES 89~ Read carefully the instructions on back to avoid delay at shipping point

PEAEE oF coloor
SHIPPER’S EXPORT DECLARATION
OF SHIPMENTS TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES OR NONCONTIGUOUS TERRITORIES OF THE U. S.

(Boe Instr, 5—Reverse Bide)
A7 Clearance will not be granted until shipper’s declaration has been filed with the collector of customs
(Declarations should be typewritten or prepared in ink; pencil is not permissible)

District

(Bection Customs Btatistics)

(This space for use of Customs)

Country

Exporting carrier __S_em&_kEintQHLE’Qrim uese )

(If vessel, give name and )

Miss Florence Kirk
(Actual shipper or agent)

Piler NO. oo 2o

Foraccount of .

" (Principal or seller)

,Final Destination
(Not place of transshipment) (Place and country)

( )

Foreign port of unloading

(1) (€]

NUMBER AND KIND OF PACKAGES, DESCRIPTION OF
MERCHANDISE AND EXPORT LICENSE NUMBER:?
(Describe in sufficient detail to permit classification according to
Schedule B.2 Do not use general terms)

not sold, including
inland freight, in-
surance, and other
charges to place of
export)

SCHEDULE B3 NET QUANTITY
COMMODITY No. | in Schedule B Units 3

MARKS AND GROSS WEIGHT !
(State unit)

Nos. (In pounds)

Nearest whole dollar

sonal

' 1 Duffle Bag, clothing and persona

N

. : : , . 426,05
Waybill or manifest No. eeimee et nie e S e S| e mm e m————— Total, $ |.___=%-*¥Y
(Of exporting carrier) (Date of exportation or, if vessel, date of clearance)

I authorize ee---- to act as my agent
for customs purposes.
. ; R , Shipper.
I declare that the above is a true account of merchandise shipped to the country named; and that the description and quantity of each article

are truly stated at the selling price or market value at time and place of exportation.
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me
February 19,

(Signature) ( ,Sl gmed)

(Capacity) s —
. . (Memher of firm, secretary, agent, etc.)

c/o Ginling o lege ’

(Address) 180 _Fifth Avenue, New York 11, NaYa

(Title or designation)
2 Insert the appropriate export license number on the line below the description of each

(Notary publie, ete., or those authorised to administer oaths under See. 486, Tariff Act of 1030)
1If gross weight is not available for each Schedule B item listed in column (5) included in
one or more packages, insert the approximate ]grnss weight for each Schedule B item. The
total of these estimated weights should equal the actual weight of the entire package or

packages.

item.
! For exports of foreign merchandise (reexports), use Schedule “F.” For shipments to

Alaska, use Schedule “H.”
4 Designate foreign merchandise (reexports) with an ““F’” and exports of domestic mer-

chandise with a “D.”
16—29390~1




INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE USE OF THE YELLOW SHIPPER’S EXPORT DECLARATION
(Commerce Form 7525-V)

(SEE REVERSE SIDE OF THE WHITE DEFENSE AID SHIPPER’S EXPORT DECLARATION
FORM FOR INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO THAT FORM)

(Follow Carefully to Avoid Delay at Shipping Point)

1. ProvisioNs or Law.
(a) Vessels shall not be cleared for foreign ports until manifests (or declarations) verified by oath, of the cargo, or its parts have been

delivered to the collector at the point of exportation by the owners, shippers, or consignors thereof. Vessels leaving without clearance
subject the master of vessel to a penalty of not more than $1,000 or less than $500.

(b) Similar provisions apply to exportations by rail, air, vehicle, or ferry.

(c) Shipper’s export declarations must also be filed for shipments between the United States and its noncontiguous territories.

(d) For instructions regarding the use of this form for parcel-post exportations, see Section 91, Part II, United States Official Postal

Guide.

2. SarppER’S ExrorRT DECLARATIONS (COMMERCE FoRM 7525-V).
(a) Must be made in triplicate for all merchandise shipped to foreign countries or to and from noncontiguous territories of the United

(Commerce Form 7525-V should not be filed for foreign merchandise shipped in transit through the United States from one

States.
foreign country to another. In lieu thereof, “Shipper’s Export Declaration for In-Transit Goods” on Commerce Form 7513 should be
filed.) (A copy of this declaration is acceptable in various foreign countries to meet certain of their entry requirements. Therefore, on

shipments to those countries, the declaration must be filed in quadruplicate. This list of countries includes Canada, Haiti, and Panama;
and Argentina and Uruguay for air-express shipments.) :

() The name of the shipper or his agent must appear on the space provided for ‘“‘(Signature)” in the lower right-hand corner of all
copies of the Declaration, but only the original (or the collector’s copy) need be manually signed. The original declaration covering ship-
ment by vessel must be verified by oath before a notary public, customs officer, or other person authorized to administer oaths. Oath is
not required on declaration covering shipment to Canada or Mexico by rail, vehicle, or ferry.

(c) Agent’s authority must be in writing on declaration or other document filed with the collector. Declarations are treated as

confidential.
(d) Declarations must be presented to the Collector of Customs, who will retain the original and certify one copy for presentation

by shipper to the transportation company, to be attached to outward vessel or car manifest. The duplicate (or statistical) copy shall be
forwarded by the collector to the Section of Customs Statistics, Customhouse, New York, N. Y.

(¢) When shipments are made from the interior on through bills of lading to foreign destination, declarations in triplicate must
accompany waybills (if preferred, in sealed envelope) to port of exportation.

(f) On local bills of lading, declarations may accompany the goods, or be mailed to consignee at seaboard.

(9) For shipments by rail to Mexico and Canada separate declarations should be prepared for each carload.

(h) The final place and country of destination, not the place of transshipment, should be shown in the space provided for ‘“Final
Destination.” Special care should be taken to give the final place and country of destination for goods shipped through Canada, United
Kingdom, Panama Canal Zone, or other seaboard countries for transshipment to other countries, such as through Chile or Peru, destined

for Bolivia.
(?) In the case of shipments by vessel, the date of exportation, for statistical purposes, is the date of clearance of the vessel.

(/) The name and address of the ultimate consignee shall be furnished in accordance with the provisions of Treasury Decision 50433.
(k) Certificates of inspection by Department of Agriculture, for export of cheese, oleomargarine, butter, meats, and other food products

must be furnished when required.

3. DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES, QUANTITIES, AND VALUES.
Column 1.—Insert marks and numbers.

[Column 2.—Insert gross weight in pounds.
Column 3.—Insert number and kinds of packages, description of merchandise and export license number. The merchandise must

be described in sufficient detail to permit its classification in accordance with the commodity description provided in Department of
Commerce Schedules “B”” or “F,” “‘STATISTICAL CLASSIFICATIONS OF DOMESTIC OR FOREIGN COMMODITIES EXPORTED FROM THE UNITED

SraTes.” The description of the articles must be definite and complete. Trade-marks and general terms such as “dry goods,”

““groceries,”’ “‘meats,” etc., are not sufficient.
Column 4.—Specify whether of domestic or foreign origin. Exports of domestic merchandise (U. S. products) include articles grown,

produced, or manufactured in the United States. Exports of foreign merchandise (reexports) include articles reexported in the same con-

dition as imported. Foreign articles changed by alteration or manufacture become U. S. articles and are to be classified as “domestic.”
Column 5.—Insert the Schedule B commodity code number for exports of domestic merchandise. Insert the Schedule F commodity

(See Instruction 4 (a) below.)

State the unit of quantity shown.

Value stated should be the selling price, or cost if not sold, including

code number for exports of foreign merchandise (reexports).
Column 6.—Insert the net quantity in Schedule B or F units.
Column 7.—Insert the dollar value at time and place of export.
inland freight, insurance, and other charges to border point or seaport.

4. SCHEDULES AND BLANEKS.
(a) Schedules B and F, statistical classifications of exports, may be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, Government

Printing Office, Washington, D. C., or from Collectors of Customs.
(b) Shipper’s Export Declarations may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington,

D. C., or from the Collectors of Customs for 30 cents per block of 100. They may be printed by private parties provided they conform

to the official form in size, wording, color, and arrangement.
5. ForEIGN COMMERCE STATISTICAL REGULATIONS.

For more detailed information regarding the preparation of the export declaration, refer to the Regulations for Collection of Statistics
of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States (Title 15, Chapter I, Part 30, Code of Federal Regulations), copies of which
may be obtained free of charge from the Department of Commerce Field Offices, located in the principal cities; the Section of Customs
Statistics, Customhouse, New York, N. Y.; and the Division of Foreign Trade Statistics, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D, C,

Revised June 15, 1942,
U. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—29390~1




Tuesday Evening

Feb, 29 | %_ﬂ/

Dear Nrs, Mills,

It was so very good of you and Plurmer
anc¢ Harriet to come down to the tr~in to see
me off in that festive stvle, Many thanks
for 211 the good wishes, and the generous
offers of help about correspondence. Ut was
a very auick and ureventful trip to
Philedelvhia, 2nd Alice YMorris Raspa and her
hushand met me at the tein and ldoked after me
beautifu,1ly yesterdsy anéd to-day, Itis 8:70
now and mail will still go off, Alice and I
got to the vier about noon, and it Yook from
then urtil about 4 o'clock to see the officers
abBt morey aarried, and then to go t>rough
customs, The licenses were all in order -
please tell Mr, Cameron - and [ have sent
hack the forms he asked me to send him., If
my papers come back from the censor on bhoard 1
shall send lr., Evans the correspondence he
acked to have teturned; if not, I shall sendit
from Portursat, None of my lugrage has come on
Yoard, hut the officer assures me I shall get it
ity he says the men are working just as fast
as they can., I thi? we sh2l1]l not get going

very ouickly.

"hat I s~w of Philadelphia seemed very
interesting and attractive, and I should 1like
to see more of it. It was a pleasure to
see Alice anf her narents once more; we cot
to Ynow them very vell when we were in
Zhanchai the first ye~r of the wer,

I had a pood sheaf of letters this

.
g§ft&ernoon when I rot on hoard, Dr., Reeves
v-vme#p ,ﬁ%ﬁf g‘ﬁp f‘pp"l g v-vml] Nnow., She had




2-29-4%

enjoyed Rebecca's visit very much, There was
no mention of future nlans,

By the way, thevpr did rind out the cost
of Lillian's pictures, Wpuld you be kxind enough
to find that out and give the item to Mr, Evans
so that it c~n be included in the adjustment
they will make shortlv.?

Please give my best regorrds to Plummer
and Hariet, and I shall tell the people in
West China about you. Many thanks for all you
hae done to make my weeks in New York really
telighful, I =m writing sitting on my hegd,
and the badness of the typing is partly due to
the awkward position!

Affectionately,

Hone et oy
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E——
c/o A.J.S.T. Peixoto

Ava Joao Crisostomo
46- 3° D,

Lisbon, Portugal
March 18,1944

Lr, C.A. Evans
Room 902

150- Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear VMr, kvans,

1 am enclosing the corresponience von saked me to return, T ere
was no trouble about getting the ixit requirement waiveq. when I
spoke of it at the foice of Intemal Kevenue, the man said it would
be done on board ship and that th:re would be no trouble. It did not
seem to be considered there,

anc especially the weeks I was inllew York, The courtesy%éxtended to
me was unfailing, and I avpreciat:d it, I was so glad of an opportunity
of getting to know the personnel in 902, and perhaps such contacts

may help in bringing about a closer understanding between field and

home boardss

I want to thank you for all rou did for me while home 0N Iuiivugu

The news is good., I have a miling for April 12 on the "Angola",
. a boat bhelonging to the Companhia Nacional de Navegacao, tg Lorenco
Marques, We registered with Codks)and yesterday they told us of this
_sailing. We think we are very fortunate, the "we" being Vrs. Zwemer v
v myself, both of us bound for Indii, We have beer busy thisweek goir
v to various offices in connection vith sgiling, to the consulates,
- the shipning companies, internatimal police., A rumour has been
~shroad Phat there is to be a secoid Jewish refugee ship through the
. kediteranean, so we trigd to find wmt 211 we ~oanld concerning that, Lf
it goes, its destination is Haifa and we might have our troubles getting,
any passages beyond that point., W« hear there is meriousc coumgwovionl at
Cairo, so at present our best charce seems to be via Africa., Until
recently, we are told, there was cngestion at Lorenco l}Marques, but
' the group there has been moved on, so conditions are better now than
in the past., We have hopes that ve can find out about passage to India
) before leaving here, Perhans, lr ZEvans, vou might send this paragraph
* to Miss Marquis, for general infomation, If I have any suggestions to

offer after being here longer, I shell let her know,

n ('{(

; 20 '/;("’C’

P
L{l‘v

Mrs., Zwemer and I and seven others are lodged in a private home,
y at 3ignor Peixoto's, We are comfortable - chilly, of course, when we
Q\‘yare inside, for there is no heat at all, except what we'provide_for with
Q\ v kerosene stoves - have good food, and every help from 3ignor ?elxoto.
. Ve are able to manage here, too, -or less than at an hotel -likely for
¢ 392,50 U.3. a day, though we cannot quite tell yet, Lisbon is a beautiful

-~
A M e

It will be a unique experience to see spring in Portugal, When we first
. arrived the general opinion was that we should not get away before two
¢ months, so our esailings are a pleasant surprise, We are happy, and

enjoying life immensely, 7Tt 18 goo? to he on land, and in such a

2 utiful place,
=3 bea 1 plac e
All good wishes to yourself, Mrs. Mills, and the others,

Very sincerely, cﬂ2A0m44,éL./(€;4€>

Qgg; city, with its fair buildings, open squares, budding trees and flowers,
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¢/o Sr. Ae J. T. S.Peixoto
Av® Jogo Crisostomo

46 - 3° D,

Lisbon, March 25, 1944

Dear Mrs. Mills:

Well, Itve news again., I'm sailing today on the "Mouziuho" - a boat
belonging to the same company we travelled with coming over. That means that
the Eberell order for transportetion from Lisbon to Lourenco Marques is all right
and you can just disregerd my cabled night letter sent March 23, I sent the cable
to get the financial difficulty cleared so I could go on the April twelfth sailing -
for there is trouble, at least, in arranging a transfer of orders from one company
to another, although Miss Marquis thought it would be simple. Perhaps the trouble
is being cleared up now in New York. I had just sent the cable, and came home to
find I had a sailing for today. The hours since 1:30 p.m., Thursday have been hectic,
but we've gone through the formalities, and have our tickets. We embark at 4 this
afternoon, the "we"™ being Mrs. Zwemer and myself. We're very lucky, for it looks
as though some of the missionaries waiting here may not get away for two or three
months unless there is some change in the situation - and we had two sailings eachl
The company geve these passages to us, I think, because we go to the end of the
route and were more profitable than those going, say, to West Africa.

There's been a bad mix-up here about passages, due, apparently, to mis-
understandings between the companies and lir. Guancha, and the general stiff com-
petition among agents.[:What'would I+advise for others coming this route? It's
difficult to say, but from my present knowledge, I'd say, "On arrival, go to BGook's
and book a passagel" Also, another thing seems to bring results, - that is, on
arrival write a personal letter to the steamship company, or companies, stating the
urgency of the need for the person to get on the way to the field.| Mr. Guancha
did a good job in securing accommodetion in hotels and homes, and perheps in the
mix-up mentioned above he's merely a vietim of circumstances.

If the microfilm hasn't been sent on, you'll know, at least, that I'm
no longer here,

Will write again. Could you send the enclosed letter air-mail to Lillian?
Meny thanks., All good wishes,

Florence Kirk

We've had a most enjoyable stay in Lisbon and have done a good many
very interesting things. WE're happy, however, to be moving alonge I'd heartily
recormend Signor Peixoto's home fbr any missionaries coming out; he's intelligent
and anxious to help, and speaks English very well, He has been kindness itself.
We feel we've made a friend. Pleas® tell Helen Loomis the news. Thanks




Cape Town, South Africa, April BQBQWJ

Dear Cornelia,

We are in dock now, five weeks since we left Lisbon. We should, I

am afraid, have been quite discouraged if we had known as we left
Portugal that the voyage would take this long, Ilowever, it has been a
verv pleasant trip, uneventful,'and full of fun., When we were in the
equatorial region, we longed ‘or cool weather, but now that we have
cotten cool airs, we think the heat vas more enjoyable. There is no
pleasing human creatures! Ve have nassed in the daytime almost no

other ships, and the chief events have been the nine stops along thé way.
e were allowed off at Oporto, Luanda and Lobito, and may get permission
to disembark’ to-day. Cape Town looks very worth while seeing, and

we are hoping that this afternoon we may see sometr ing of it for ourselves,

In Lobito we visited the “ethodist compound, saw a school in
session and drove out in cars to see a small church at the edge of the
city and a new housine nroject for averageincorme people. The pastor
told us he had received word from friends of his, missionaries waiting
=t Lourenco Marques for nassare for India, that they would not get on
their way until June or July. That doesn't souncd very promising for ue,
but we may have the good luck we had in Lisbon and get passage before

long, We wxpect to stay in Lourenco Maroues long enough to enquire

ahout nassage, and get letters, and then make for Durban. 1 have a
cousin- living at Springs, and I am hoping to visit her en route to

Durban.

few days ago I contracted the

All goes well with me., Just a2
form of dysentery which some

cormplaint going the rounds of the ship, a
hee labelled"Lisbon Stomach." T am bétter now, and never had much
trouble., If we get off today we are visiting a milk bar and having
cold milk to drink and ice-cream. Canned milk, sweetened at that,

does not attrocet me, and we often long to go to the corner drugstore for
even the simnlest of food! Ve realize we are having 2n unusudly good
voyace and are grateful., e hove ot hoard some of the missionaries who
were on the Zamzam, and the cormforts of this shivp seem to them luxuries,
by 4 - - -

L ar very clad we are travelline y for "seconcé" on this boat would

have been really disagreeahle, mnarticularlv in the heat.
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Ginling College
1650 Fif'th Avenue
New York 11, N,Y,

Miss Flarence A, Kirk ey 5, 1944

Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechvmn, China

Dear Florences

Yowr letter of larch 25th reached me same time before the one you began on the
boat, dated larch 9th, and finished on March 1l4th after your arrival in Lisbon, The one you
wrote to lr, Evans about the same time came before oeither of the ones to me, Such gre the

irregularities of mnil these days,

Your mierofilm plays came back to us, ond we are now working on getting them
passed by the authorities and mailed out to you, I think mail will be the quickest way if
we find we can divide the film into sufficiently small parts to go within the two-ounce al-
lowvence for first-class nail, If we find we can't mail them, we will try some other way,
and will surely get them to you as soon es possible, Actually I think you will get them
before you get your box of books, so perhaps it is fortunate that you had not packed then

that way,

Vie are grateful for your careful enalysis of the problems of travel and for your
recammendations to those who come after you, !iss Walmsley finally got avmy, but we have
not heard from her since sghe salled, so do not know how she has fered. Ve heor that there
is terrible congestion all along the line, but you probably know all about that, I sincerely
hope that yov did not have too long e delay in Afrieca, thourh a few days there would be ine
teresting,

Vie are in the midst of preparations for the annual meetings vhich begin next week,
In fact a serles of meetings of the Flannming Committec begins tonight, so that for the next
ten days we will be very much occupied, Of course, we will be sending minutes and reports,
so that you will be kept informed of £ll developments,

I neiled your letter to your sister and have passed on coples of your letters to

She has been very, Wwery busy with final

llelen, and also told Mrs. New of your progress,
I hepe she gets a rood rest this sum-

papers and exams, and I fear is pretty well worn out.
mere

I en most anxious to hear from you after your arrival in Chengtu, You know I am
counting heavily on jour help with publicity material, As I have already written Dr. Wu,
Uiss Tomlinson is asking for definite stories of how the Facult;” Aid Fund has helped people,
She feels that this sort of information will be the very best kind of publicity end make a
strong appeal when we begin owr fall solieltings I think, too, that we need stories of the
constructive work that Ginling is doing, es I don't want to stress relief more than our one
going program, I want very much ell the information and pictures you can send of the rural
station at Chung Ilo Chang, The Universalist Women are giving £3,000 & yeecr towmrd this work
and of course they want fresh end vital material for their publicity, Almost anything that
happens on the campus is grist for our publicity mill, so send me all you cen, We would
rather have too much than too little, Margaret Twrner's Nanking Newsletter is fine, and a

great help,
I have just heard through Iielen Loomis, who got the news from your sister, that

you have been elected to Fhi Beta Kappa, Heartiest congratulationsl Ve are proud of you,
I know that the homor is richly deserved, and I am happy that yowr woric has received this

recognition,
Do let me know if there is smything I cen do to help you, We think of you eon=
stantly end always with genuine econcern for your welfeare,

Affectionately,

CSMyef




C.A. ,Durban, S.Africa, June 8,1944

I thin¥ it is time I was sendine you a brief report of my doings!
Mrs. Zwemer is with me here and we are honing that before long we shall
have news th&t we are proceeding on our way. We call each day at the office
of Parry, Leon, and Hayhoe as thev asked us to do, but so far the news
had invariably, "Nothing, Ladies, yvet."

It is just a month ago that we landed at Lourenco IlTarques., It took us
a day or two to get cleared from the boat, for we came in on a Sunday, but
it wasa record that we got cleared and our 3.African visas in one day, on
the -Mandav; then we were able to take our luwrage from the boat, and we
settled at the Club Hotel where we were very comfortahle, We left that
city on friday, about the first train we could cet after the railway
company could make sureof reserv-otions. We liked the brief stay there,
for it was bheautifully sunny weather and there were a certain number of
things to see. On the Thursday of that week we saw the "Mauzinho" leave
for Beira 2nd saw our few friends sail away, and for a change we were on
the nier, After six weeks on this Portugese hoat, it seemed almost like
a second home to dis, and it seemed strange to seeit go off. We had gotten
to know so many on board that we were #nterested in its future voyage,

Then we cssed into South Africa. We had s delightful weekend at
Pretoria, the executive canital, at the home of 2 passencer of the
Louzinho"; he had a charming “amily, and they fave us illuminating
cli%ses into Africaans life and ways of feeling, and made us feel very
much at home. They had a car and we saw all that was worth& seeing in
the vicinity. Then on to Johannesburg where I hoped to make connections

with mv cousin who lives about forty miles out of Johannesburg at
Springs: however, after we made an engagement, she phoned to say that
the illness of her small daughter had just been diagnosed as scatrlet

fever, and we were not 2llowed to visit there. This was a disappointment

for I hope to be seeing her parents, Mr, and lirs. George Sparling,

at Chengtu; however, they are due to come home this summer, so she will
doubtless be seeing them in the near future. I did have lunch with

Eva Spicer's sister and brother-in-law, the Sidney Potter's; they were
charming pneople, and we were only sorry that we were not staying long
enough to see more of them: he is a newspaper man there, and they could
tell us much of the other side of the political picture, that of the pro=-
British group, if one micht call it that. Then we came on to Durban,

The trein trin had its joys and discomforts; for one thing, we Just about
froze coming into Pretoria, for it turned very cold just that night;

there was no button to summon 2 potter for more bedding; I doubt if we

had summoned him whether there would have been extra bedding forthcoming,
for the heddineg comes to each passenger in a2 gunny sack! The trains were
air-conditioned, and the dust and smoke were bad. The meals were good,

not
~nd the scnery as we came through the Transvaal and Natal%¥hanging all

the while., We had interesting compartment mates and found out a good deal
from them about this country.

We came to Durban without anv accomodation, a dangerous thing to do
during the "Durban season" when all hotels are full. The railway company
hadbeen unsucces=ful in securimg any accomodation for us by wire, but they
suggested that we go on our arrival to their office near the station and
nrobably they could get us a place for a nicsht or two, andwe eouleé look
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pound for ourselvs., We followed their advice and got a place for two
nichts in a hotel, Before going to the hotel we visited the American
Consulate and the shippin~ company, and they advised us to try the Y.W.,
saying they thought we would not like the hotel, for sailors chifly
settled there! The ¥.W. couldtake us, and we got a double room on the
third floor, a room with a view of th- Pay. We are comfortably situated,

and fortunate to bhe so centrally located.

Our"transient"table in the dining-room is interesting: one lady is
s nurse, and goes out to give cdaily massages; another is a Roman Catholic
misgionary from the Belgian Congo, here to visit a friend who is ill in
the hosnital:; two are Austrtalian ladies from Tanganyika, now waiting to
tet home; one is waiting to go to Caire to do Y.H.C.A. work, and then
there are the two of us. We have a very congenial group, and every meal
is a lot of fun. Ve have a good deal of fun about our probable goings,
and wonder if we shall end up by finding we are passeng¥s On the same
vescsel, If we should, I know we should be very happye.

"hat have we done while we are here? Until yesterday the sun shone
every day, so it was very pleasant to be ofitside., We visited narks,
the aquarium, the Snake Park, the Zulu danding, a diamond . cutting

’“ctorv(aofua]1y this was 1n Jnhﬂnneﬁkurp) and went the fhirtv-five

mileson the bus to see t%e Valley of a Thousand Hills. Ve had a small

~ift to take to a Durban lady -given us by a friend on the "Mouzinho";
t+is has given us entrée 1nto an 1n+ere ting home where we have been
entertained most hosnitably; for tance the other day we were guests
at dinnerand tea on the occasion o’ this lde s parents' forty-fifth
weddine anniversary. I have done a good deal of reading, and have found
the public library has lotsof interesting books. We have seen such
movies as the ancient "Naughty lMarietta" and the more recent "Road to
liorocca" which was full of laughs. Now"Fhe “More the Merrier" Yms come,
so vou will be able to judge how far the movies are behind those of

New York,

the last three days the one topic of conversation has
I first heard the news when I Dbought an

Of course,
been the Invasion of Europe. .
kxtra on the s treets near noon on Tuescay the
‘ded that day; yesterday we went to a serviceof intercession in
the Citv Hall 2t noon; the shops were closed from 12 to 2 so everyone,
it ceweﬁ flocked there; thousands were seated, and Vunf*eﬂs stood, It
we S onlfe impressive., The churches to-day have intercession services alwo,
Tuesday nicht we heard the Kineg's broadcadst, and later a lews Reel
from uondon which gave us some fine glimnses 1nto the actual starting
of the nnra*roons, corments from men on %o,rd planes, songs of menon
the ships. Then we have read Pres, Roosevelt's prayer. It is a terrific
undetrtaking and seems to have breen maenificently planned.

sixth, The churches here

were CIrow

On

I have been wondering how Niss Walmsley's sailing hasprogressed.
I supnose vou have read of the terrible experience of the "Serpa Pinto"
on » recent crossing when it was held up by 8 German submarine and its
nascsencers kept in lifeboats for nine hours: the doctor and two others
10at their lives: I supnose it is the doctor we *new, "“hat have you

been ahle to manare concerning the nacket of plays?

I hope 211 goes well with you and vour family. I got a little
1inline news from Eva's sister -that the Ginling faculty aid fund was
heing dispensed in the form of eggs to faculty. I have heen disappointed
that no letters have arrived here, for 1 gave this address to my sister
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on 1eaving Philadelphia; we say to ourselves that ve are now experiencing

a little of vhat hannens to the arred forces a good deal of thp‘time ﬁé
watch the bulletin board for letters, just asif we got dailv ﬁéii “%&t

I have had none since 1late February. 1 ar hoping there will be s;mo for me

in India.

This is a paragraph that kiss larcuis might be interested in for
furture trovellers, though I know conditions change ouickly. ¥rom what we
?ﬁve seen there is no use in sending cables from Lishon to Lourenco
agues or Durhran ahout nassage arrangerents, for nothing is done until the
nassencer actually arrives here, I wac advised to send a cable to
the Delagoa Bay Agency, Lourenco larques, by the British Consul in Lisbon,
in preference to sending to Parry, Leon, and Hgyhoe; however, I think
that Parry, “eon and Hayhoe are the better company; I also cabled a message
signed by the British Tonsul to the Pristish Consul in Lourenco kargues, )
on the advice of the British Consul: neither of the cables did the slightessé
bit of good, I think: I would advise sending no cable, but this is because
of the experience we have had, and might not be good adviee another time,

Tve Club Hotel is a good hotel in Lourenco Farques - &{Z, U.S. a day;
it is centrally l1eeated and after the"l'ouzinho" it seemed to us to have
excellent food. When we landed here I called at the Osla Mansions on

West Street -the vlace which someonre had recommended to liss “warguis, -
because I hac given it as a forwarding address and thought there might

be some tail for me, I not at all imvpressed with the place, but I

am only jucéeging from the externals., It is near the beach, but a goodish
walk from thecentre of town, I would advise women td try to get a place
at theY.W., for this is comparatively cheap and is located centrally. By
the ways»"Osla Mansion"' now has a new name,"Lorns Mansion", though either

name would be 211 rieght,.

wa.s

June 8, later in the day: Well, we have rather discouraging news
now - that we shall not leave here before the end of this month, and
probably not before the end of July! Of course, there might be an off
chance of some other develorment, but that is the opinion to-day.

We really felt we might soon be going, but this is cuite another story,
Mrs. Zwemer ought to be teaching the end of this month, so this is very
disturbing news for her. It seems that I shall be doing well if I get to
sinling by fall opening. I wrote LUr. Wu a week ago, but had good pros-
nects then to tell her of, After all, I suppose an occasional civilian
to be transported is a small thing in comvarison with the scale of war

events in these days!

mv arrival here., I

that you got the word through Lillian of
the time I hope to get away, and

When I do, pvlease write Lillian and give her

L hope
shall send you a nicht letter about
also when I arrive in India,
the news too, iany thanks,

Durban is bhusy with a Cavalcade program which culminates the latter
part of July, a nlan to raise money for the Governor-General's Fund to
look after returned S.African soldiers and their families, Many business
nlaces have chosen Cavalcade Queens; the reigning cueen is the one which
raises the most monev. The uniocue Cavalcade ueen is "Nellie" the elephant
in Mitchell nark, the representative for Parks and Public Works. The
other day we saw her with herkeeper; she plays the mouthorgan, and does
| stunts for the visitors to the park., Bhe is temperamental, 1lik e
kegner went on Holiday some time ago, she refused

manv other

(
He has now not h=ad a holidav for vears!
e S nNno n

many ocueens, ancd when her

to eat or bhehave normally.

. . A i at
‘nod-nicht and all goor —icres, \ffectiona Mcé,/f)
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Ginling College
150 Fif‘th Avenue
New York 11, N.Y}

Miss Florence Kirk July 28, 1944

Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Florenceg

I was very glad indeed to got your good letber from Durban snd 6 lecrn something

of your travel experiences, I imegine the trip has had its trying moments, but there seem
to have been cagipensations, Harriet has alwayes insisted that there is more than enough of

interest to make up for any hardship in a missionary's Jowrney to Chins these days, I am
sure she would go at the drop of a hat}

We were thrilled to get the word thot you were safe in Bombay and are now eagerly

awelting word of your arrival in Chengtus, I sent 2 copy of your letter to Lillian and we
also telegraphed her the ward of your arrival in Bombaye I alsc semt to Miss Marquis coples
of the paragraphs in your letter dealing with arrangements about passage and hotel accormoda-~
tions, I am sure she will be grateful #or all information, though she mey not have occasion
to use it very soon, as it seems that it is getting increasingly difficult to get passports,
Vie hear that Claude Thomson's has been approved, though it is not yet in hand, Plumer mskes
no progress at all with his, so I don't know when he will get aWRY o

I sent your letter on to Helen Loomis, also a copy of the one you wrote me, I
imegine she will be writing you soon, She iz planmning to move in about a week = back to
468 Riverside Drive where she lived before she took her present apartment, Pat is going
with her, and there will be a third person in the group, Abigail is teking the apartment

Helen now has end will have her mother with her this winters

Mrse lew is st Vassar end seems to be having o wonderful time, I know she is a
great addition to the Child Welfare CGroup worlzing there this swmmers

lie don't hear from Dr. Wu very ofter, but she is always cheerful when she does
write and tells us to fang-sin about her, Of course she is terribly busy with more calls

upon her time than she can possibly mcet,

We have had no word from ! ss Valmsley since she loft, I wonder if you have en~
countered her anywhere slong the way., I hope she isn't marooned somewherg though there seem
to be all sorts of possibilities along tlat line.

I know how eagerly the group in Chengtu are looking forward to your coming, and I

know what strength and encouragememt you will bring to them. You will remember, I am sure,

all our conferences on publicity, and that I am depending on you to furnish us with all sortas
of interesting and stimmlating informmtion, and plctures, too, if you can possibly get them,
We send out an appcal in the fall and another in the epring, end I em leaning hecvily om you

to furnish the emmmition for my guns.

I hope you are well, Do take care af yourself snd don® land in a hogpital as

Myisem Null did,

£11 best wishes,

Affectionately yours,

Z«Ii*E‘ 1rt[. Jlm@" }ﬁlls
CSMzef




Ginling College, Chengtu, China,
September 25,1944

Jear Friend,

The past six and a half months since I left Philadelphia have been
quite exci(a‘z'g, filled with events which resemble a luxury cruisé rather
than the ha¥ships of wartimz trgvel, The fifteen thousand miles or more
which separate Philadelphia &nd Chengtu were a real educetion, forjlI
did not teuch at a single place I had ever seen before(u e to
Chungking, twe hundred miles from Chengtuy Until I reached Indis I did
not ceme acress - on boats, or in cities where I waited - any other person
going to China, though I frequently heard of a group ef thirty missionaries
ahead of me, and of others follewing with all the speed possible in these
days when gevernments put civilian needs second to the war effort, In
India it was something of a shock to discover large numbers of China
missionaries just evacuated frem their stations because of the threat
to the ir safety when the Japanese armies8 occupied more and more territory,
stations scattered from north to south, in Honan, Shensik, Kwantung,

Fukien and Kweichow, The general question asked me was, "And are you
going in now?" That I was going te "Free China" was sufficient answer,
Even so, there were few women coming in this direction, In Kunming an
Air-force man said," Do you mean to tell me you have just come in by

plane frem India%" When I said,"Yes," he said,"Why, then, can't my wife
get passage?" When I flew &= th seven hours from Calcutta te Kunming,

I was the only wman passenger dn the two pl anes,

It has not been reassuring to visit Portugal, South Afrima, and
India, for these countries have @ multitude of problems that would be
difficult of solutidn even in peace time, It was a shock to learn, for
instance, that there is seventy percent, illiteracy in Portugal, and
a visiter n other countries is conscious often of the divisions rather
than eof thewnity ef feeling. I felt very ignorant of these parts of the
world, and wls grateful for the necessity of staying for weeks in
Durban, for instancei this gave me an opportunity of obgerv-tion at least,
and made me interested in the whole situation there,

In Indie and China the Allied wer effort is very much in cyidence,

The main street of Calcutts, Chowringhee, seems dominated by crgés of

Americans in uniform, in jeeps, in trucke, in rickshas, and on foet, There

are British seldiers also, especially from England and Australia, The
graffic of this street,with its trems, buses, ox-carts, bicycles,

rickshhs,cars, and horse-caériages that make one think of the 1880's,

is complicated by the army trucks and jeeps, and of course by the

occasional cews who mildly chew their cudsand switch the ir tails at

the busiest of intersections, mand always unchallenged. lMen in unife

were everywhere, both in the cities and on trains,and in camps scatteged

across the country, One Anglo-Ind an girl on the train told me," In

our scheol we find it very dif ficult to get food supplies; the Americgn

army bdbu it all yp in large quantitiies," Similarly in China, The

small inese children hold up their thumbs, saying "ding-hao", one

phrase the American soldier uses, and which now has almost come to

symbolize an American,

passagely on the thr ee eccasions on regular passenger boats, and lmd n
to adjust to the strict regulations governing travel on transports a

ey

I was lucky te have such comfertable modes of travei, I Rad |
78




SEP 25 4944

-2—

troopships, In India I found train travel mbst ihteresting, and then

cameé in to China by plane, The last part of the Journey took eight days by
truck -which you must do yourself to appreciate! I felt very rested

vhen I arrived, quite ready to get to work again after being away from

teaching for three years,

Portugal: I may Hend to romanticize Portual, for I remember it with some
of the joy I had when I first saw Lisbon, We had had a rather unpleasant
Atlantic crossing, and were eager to set foot on land; it had been an aggrae
vation to have to see what we could of the Azores from the ship's deck, Ve
came up the river into Lisbon on a sunny day in early March, There followed
weary hours in the Customs House over luggage, but finally about six o'cleek
we issued forth, A glorious sunset was casting its aura over the city , ¢ve,
the seven hills covered with the multicolored stucce houses, We drove along
in a miniature car through the eentre of the city with its wide=paved
streets where trees were partially leafed ot , and here and tkeere wisteria
hung over walls, and flower=girls offered carnations, tulips, sweetepeas

and roses for sale, It seemed a fairy-land of vivid color, The breath of
spring was in the air, When we were told that we should have to wait two or
thr ee months before we could get a ship onwards, we thought, "Well, it will
be a pleasure to have the time to wander about these streets, and observe

a country we have never seen before,"

I and a party of efight others were housed with a private citizen 4An-

Eisben, for the hotels were over rowded, Our host spoke English, and took

a omnscientious interest in trying to mske us like Lisbon and Portugal,
He ate with us at meals, andk these were very pleasanzgccaionsx we felt
starved oontinually, and lood & forward to the delicldous meals he served
us, supplementing the generous meals with such things as chocolate, figs,
walnuts and oranged, kept in our rooms! At table, he apW}swered our innumere
able questiions about the city, " Portugese customs, their foed, their

estivals, He took us to the travel companies, to the bank zzmclpo:s\‘.-of'ﬁ.ce:,a.«.é\3
aug us a few words of Portuges so we could find our way dowp town, He
said," Make a 1ist of the things you would like to d® while yeukmre here; we
shall arrange times when we shall go as a group," He took us to the
Castle of St. George, dating fram the twelfth century when the Templars were
fight ing the Moers, andlater through the Mooris arters, now the slums
of Lisbon, We came in a few days to feel at n going shopping, but
never could do the acrobatic feats of the Portugese who made flying leaps on
speedily~-moving trams, Our rooms were very chilly, though we had kerosene
stoves which we 1it morning and evening for a while, Outside, however, the
streets were warm, for every day the sun shone, and the skies were a deep
blue, untouched by clouds, Our elaborate plans for sighseeing were cut
short for two of us, for we got passage south twelve days after arriving

in Lisbon, However, we had gotten a "feel" for the city, and had seen a
modern market, a fourteenth-century cathedral, the interesting Coach-house
with its gilt coaches on di splay, a beautifud park, and somet hing of the

sh with theig‘quantitiea of elastic, enamel ware, alarm-clocks and
vaggﬁes - all of which were sca¥ce in America, Some day I want to go
back to Lisben,

)4 Lour M es: Ve had a leisurely trip on a Portugese boat
aroudd Africa, trgvelling at the rate of about eight knots, with considerable
walts in certain ports, When we came to the Madeiras, only Portugeee

people were allowed off, so the merchants brought us tbe ® ntents of their
shops, and we could imag'#me our deck had become a bazaar, for hung on lines
the entire 1length of the deck, and on both sides, were gorgeous madeira
cloths for sale, 1In general, we were allowed on shore at Portugese orts,
and otherwise had to be mntent to see fellow-passengers go off.‘hii;rink
3&"'h5f—iE_EEBIIH—TTEM‘the-dQek, There were very strict restric tions on

N
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disembarhking at portd no$ expressly stated in the contract with the
1l in wartime; one of our

powers which allowed a neugral boat to trave
friends hsd work in the Gold Coast region, and it was agon
to see our boat go quite close to land, and yet he Iue—ngiféaigsf£~dil-
embark, Instead, he had to go to the next port of call, from which point
it would take him a couple weeks to work back to his hoke. He sald,"If

only they would let me jump overboard and swim ashdre}”

For weeks -we wewe six weeks on this part of the trip - the seas
were like glass, It was seldomwe saw any sign of other vessels, snd one
night when a freighter passed near us, all dark, it gave us a feeling of
insecurity! We travelled with all lightw on, as in peace time, The
lazy days passed quicky enough, for we spent hours looking over the rail,
sometimes rewarded by the sight of schools of flying fish, porpoises,

and nearer the cape the albatwoss, Jelly=fish, and phosphorescent water

at night, As we went south of the equater, we found our skies very
different tooe, By this time we had ™ come more accustomed to Portugese
food, and felt very much at home, We had the usual decke-games and contesty
and spent many a sunset hour on the uppergeck, I shall not soon forget
watching the negroes load ceal at various ports, and their wild weird

songs as they passed basketsof coal from one pair of hands to another,
& primary school of negro children: their

y8 made them very attractive, Our day at Cape Town was
delightful: we md time to 8o up Table Mountain, and see the panorama
of the city in its sheltered location, =nd the mountainous regions
beyond, but the "table cldth" which sometimes covers the mountain top

was not visible,

Our one storm in those weeks was near the Cape, a storm severe

enough to make our boat put dback into port. —at the
r Then we sailed northwards, wishing we might get

off when we saw the row of lights which meant Durban, It was pleasant

to have a few days in Leurenco Marques where we disembarkéd from our
ship, and inﬁﬂhﬂy a new fortugal&, its open squares and menuments proe

claiming 1ts ties with the motherland,

3 Since few boats were then cdlling at Lourenco Marques,

we were advised to go south into the Union, By th otime it was early
May, and winter had Just set in, a;no/unmwen drop in tem@erature
which made é4veryone shiver, and a fall of sno We had a weekend at the

home of a Bger family in Pretoria, and two days at Johannesburg, on our
way to Durban., We liked the Cape Dutch style of architecture, and were
intrigued by the circular buildings, modelled on the kraal village
architecture, The zoo at Pretoria, with its wild imals in grounds
approximating their natursl habitat, =d the diumonzncutting factory in
Johannesburg were most interesting, War-time wnditions made it impossibhe

into the famous mines in that area, I was disappointed

€e my cousin who lives at Springs; that ve weekend her
small daughter had contracted scarlet fever - it later turne out to be

measles,

Durban was involved in its "winter season" with all hotels full of
visitors from other parts of the country. The climate was most enjoyable,
sunny days on which the girls wore cotton dresses and woollen jackets,
Swimming and suh-bathing were popular, A lottery on a big scale had been
permitted in order to raise funds for soldiers' families or something of
that nature, and there was mucHtalk of the Carnival Queens, My favorite was
Nellie, the elephant, representing Public Works and Gardens,

We found a room - the "we" being Mrs, Zwemer, bound for India, and I =
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at ' the Y.W.C.A., one overlooking the Bay, We were under strict
‘orders not to discuss shipping, or the movements of bbats, but theere

was no laws regarding the use of our eyes, We had a real pleasure in
watching the varied craft which came and went before our eyes, Often we
would say, "I wonder if gur boat is in harbor," Our travel agent asked
us to call in at his office every day, and so we lived from day to day,
never knowing when we might get away, We became agccustomed to the
atqpsphere of unceﬁtainty, and enjoyed our six weeks there fﬁfﬂ much,
We did the sightsk, inc uding the parks,and the "Snake Farm," e

Valley of a Thousand Hills a little distance from Durban, wen? to movies,
anslell the Symphony Concerts which we prided ourselves on hearing for

a shilling a concert] We tried to make ourselves useful by helging at
the Y.M.C.A. Canteen for service men:t my job was to cut up fruit salad-
bananas, oranges, pineapple, paw paws, and an occaaiog;%aka?on for

ﬁ ® men who came

flavoring, It waspot 1inspiring work, but we enjoyed
to work, I found interesting books at the Public Liﬁrary and did a

good deal of reading,

After the long wait our sailing orders came suddenly. On a
Monday night I heard that we could go on Jednesday =if I could arrange to
get my yellow fever inoculation on the Tuesday, Well, Tuesday was a
hectic day}$ an® the Army co-operated and got enough men together for
the inoculatien to enable them to open the serum,

Indiat Three weeks on a British passenger hoat landed us in India, I

was there more than a month, seeing on gy way to Calcutta the famous

Taj Mahal, and the new and old cities at Yelhi, I was impressed with the

muititudidnous attitudes and beliefs of India, and felt it would take me

a very long time to come to anything like an understanding of it and its

problems, I had the privilege of meeting Dr, Ambedkar, the leader of

the outcasts, and of hearing him discuss some of the problems of his

gountry and of China, Ve were told that this was the "cool" season, but
w eemed scarcely &dequate to describe the démp heat which marked the

whole month I was there, In Calcutta I lnd dengue fever, which delayed
my trip into China,

There was a good deal of fussy business to be done in Calcutta
about customs and censorship, and pascking the amount of luggage I was
to be allowed to take on the plane., "What is most impertant? 1 asked
myself, knowing that if I decided on this, I should have eave that
behind, I discarded all suitcases and epntd ners, and possessions
47 in blue cotton bages: thread I took off of spools, typewriter ribbons
off of the metal holders, realizing that every thing I could get in was
of great value in China where inflation is se sefious, It was on a hot
Sunday afternoon that I went to the plane office to get "weighed in!
looking with my various layers of clothes more fitted to start on a polar
expedition than to go on a plane trip into China, One of the officials
sald to me, "I wish you'd take off your coat}; we're afraid you and the
;t?e;a aze going to die of heat stroke!" We were, indded, a bulky,
ot-faced group of passengers Then we went hom
en-heur in the earlg marngngl. G T TNES DR

The trip over the "Hump" wa¥ without incident, We were seven
or eight hours on the way, smeooth flying that day, I was disapppolnted
that the Himalyas were not visible; instead, jungle areas below us
indescribably beautkful eloud formations, and as we neared Kunminé
mountains spreadput below us that surpassed in beauty the Valley of a
?Bgu::nd Hills #ear Durban, There was oxygen available, but no one asked
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'hina: Kunmming, with its sunny invigorating weather -it is six or
edhzht thousand feel high there - quite won my heart, I had my re-initiati(
into{China there, getting acquainted once more with some aspeqés of
Chinese 1ife I had forgotten, The prices appalled me: I hadhad\to pay
one hundred and fifty dollers for each of two rickshas from the plane
office to the China Inland Xission compound - in the pre-war days w2 would
have paid, I suppose, thirty cents. st=m=ms®, [ was amazed at the variety
and quality of artjicles for sale, many of them of foreign manuf acture,
It was said that oné could get elmost anvthing : if one
would pay the price} Glie €

A Chinese girl who used to teach at Ginlin ;18 now dolng library work
with the Adr Force unit in that region, Twice weat out to visit her,
The approved method of getting transportation wos to stand on the sidwwalk
of a main street, and hail the first jeep or truck that came along}

I h«d hoped to =mrrange ﬁof——t;gggggxtahian to Chengtu by plane,

but that seemed so indefinite that 1 got permission to travel by British

Military lission Truck, &30, hed six days'travel on that section of

the famed Burmak ﬂf&oad. The +trip could not by any&stretch of the imagina~

tion be called luxurious, MNost of the passengers , taken on as a courtesy,
z%ere Jostlecd By pleces of luggzke

sat in the back of the trdcks, an
which workedloose and prodded them uncomfordt®bly, The four women in the

company were eaco rded preferential treatment, and we sat with the drivers
in front, The roads were terridbly bumpy, even from the cabj we saw
American truck drivers wearing very wide, tightly buckled belts, and learnec
that six menths of jostling on thesew roscs resulted in all sorts of
internel disorders because orgsns were displsced - the belts were to

"hold them together," 1 was suprised to see so many trucke on the road,

but it was soon evident that about fEfty per cent of them spent & good deal
of the day drawn up alonside the road being repaired} There were
spectacular hdarpin curves, one ® nsisting of seventyctwo curves in

rapid suecession, in trqversing which we descended five thousand feet

in about half an hour., We had trouble with engines asnd tires, and

one day we formed part of & Yeng line of fifty trucks drawn up on a long
hill, waiting for three cars stuck iW the nmvud to be extricated, We spent
the nights in Mission compounds, or Chinese inns where fleas sometimes gave
us a bad time, I wonder if you've tried sleeping on p]angs— well, with

one quilt as a mattress! I did thi.. for three nishts in succession, and
then conld tell a good deal more, than formerly about the bhony part of my
anatomy. But 1t was fuazk%ﬁ%”&T%ar westhar- the ra8n was not so much fune
the ever-changing scene which made me +*hink that sleeping 23 we drove

was a waste of time, the stops at inns to get tea, or Chinese food,

the pleasure of stretching our limhs while the mechanic did some repairs,
sy
rédgh é

the fgeling that we were all qn a grand holi ol G
R VIR A T T B T
S harvest timef Wwefcdw tHe”¢{cb 041 AT, “th ing

beaten against the sides of a box in the tield, sunned in open courtyards,

and then the field being plowed by the stolid water buffalo in preparation
4Bf’another sowing, We saw red peppers , cobs ef-eeorn-and—the
arnd-8helled corn being dried, and dried cabba.gg&,\ gun$n lines for the salted
pickle, Here the soilf&was rust-red, and there it' was the color of
chocolate; evergreens grew near bamboos and the false banysns; morning-
glories and roses still bloomed, Hut asters and golien-rod reminded ms
that fall was near, A

Now 1 am back on the West China campus, busy with slasses again ﬁﬁ?
for 1 have heen @WaY _ - wid. ' %

> ways a very great stranger, . . ;
%higglyeie:rgom:nd changes have taken place in this ttlm:yéx i
Ivory Soap ;elle fo 2,000, and @& hicycl: ¥o¥§hg i:inimg::;8 LR
: will dbri ¥ 000, I stil n 2 : 2
agoigggsﬁigg; 2gwbelieveﬂﬂggéi%kagoden pen handle costs fifty dellars -

as I found out the othe? day when I went 6o huy one, ‘ )
.71, all ?M'JZ-W 6'1,0«' i, X e /M

.
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Ginling College, Chengtu,
Nov., 25,1944

Dear Yrs, Mills,

Well, Founders' Day celebrations are over for another yezar., In thé
dormitory: anote of festivity was added to the daily menu by the killi;gdof
a2 pig that had been fattening. Two men coeme to do the killing, and aske

the sum of five hundred dollars for their work! I understand it took them a
whole morning, but even so it seems a lot to pay for the mere work in
connection with slaughtering, The decorction committee madé the Dormitory

gay with class banners, the beautiful Ginling purple banner, and cutouts
representing the various gra“uating classes bystats., Luckily in our "temporay "

stvle domitory there are no restrictions om putting thumb-tacks(we are
fortunate if we have such things now, even nails are expensive, and tacks

into walls, or pasting on the brick, white-washed walls., That makes the
decorators'task easier, The activities of the Ginling girls is indicated by
the number of bulletin-boards around the dormitory: current events; the

map showing the fighting fmnts, the papers of thé Sociology Club, and the
English Club, Just recently a framed picture of Dr. Reeves has been put on

the wall of the main social room by Miss Phoebe Ho, so she looks down on
us at chapel in the mornings, and when we have gatherings in that much-used

TOOM,
1t used to be that we had tossts durine the "bancuet"(it can no longer be

called this) and that was the chief week-day programme for Founders' ~ay,

In recent years it has been a difficult thing to get svace for the students,
faculty and guests(alumnae and Board membersg to sit and eat, wven when we

use the main dining-room with the wing newly added since I left, the soc ial
room and the tiny social-room. Therefore, we have gotten into the habit of
having the assembled crowd go to the theatre room of the Educational Building
of the West China University, and having some sort of programme there, I

was convenor of thé orogramme this year, so I know some of the difficulties
that are inevitable nowadays in these wartime ® nditi ons,

The nrogramme, was, as usual, a dramatic présentation of the Ginling
Snirit, The title of the nerformance was "A Little Light&- a Bright Flame,
an allegory of the Ginling Spirit from 1915 to 1944." The chief characters
were: The Ginling Snirit(dressed in a purnle dress, with white silk jacket),
the Narrator who bound together the different items, and commented on them;
a Ginling Chorus of eight egirls who sang avpropriate songs at intervals.,
The five acts were as follows:
1)"The Kindling of the Ginling Spirit"! The Sophomoreg did thig section,

and the details were taken fram a revort by Mrs. Thmrston in her accoi% of
the first year at Ginling, She wrote that there were four "red letter days"
that first difficult year which showed that the Ginling Spirit was alive and
2 pReent force:ihe first chapel; the first Founders' Day celebration in Novembe;/
%hb day in May when Ginling announced its existence to the academic world of
Nanking, and the final day of school when there was no graduation exerciees
hut only a meal together on Saturday evéﬁng and the Bervice on Sunday morning,
The Ginling Spirit introduced this section, and then we showed the CHavel
Service with Eva acting ag Mrg., Thurston, with nine students dressed in old-
fashtore d skirts and Jackets, and Sixeof us dressed in old costumes as the first
faculty members, The costumes of Eva(a lacy dress very olddfashioned),of
lijeg Causer(Mrs, Small's wedding-dress, 28 years o01d), Ruth and Mrs . Wﬁittin ¢
were very interesting, but Catherine and I were more éodern,‘and‘thérefore ngton
80 good, When the students - such a handful - and we appeared, we caused

= v - . ' a roar
of laughter, and I thought, "How shall we &ver estahlish the atmosphere of &hat
first chanel?" Lkva can do wonders, and her brief talk was wanderful - no% she
says, as Mrs, Thurston would have done it, but certainlv the spirit and idéas of
the 2ddress were suitable, It was a very effective first scene, |
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. Already we had come to some of the difficulties, We routed out the foot-

¥ights, and got bulbs, but there was no connedtjon! Days tater we hear that one
nrevious occasion they were borrowed and the ong cord came back one tenth of its
original - part of the price of co-operation these days! For a wonder, the
"lights were on" but what lights; A feeble glow indicated where the bulbs were,
hut the dtage was anything but adequately 1it, After the first scene, various
of our faculty friends from the audienfe came to protest, "But we can't see their
facesi!" What to do? Already on the stage was a bricht gas light borrowed from Nr,
jtockwell., It was suggested that we move the light to the front of the stage.
This improed the lighting somewhat, and at nine o'clock, the Blectric lights became
a 1little better, In the classroom where the, students dressed, candles gave a
much better ilvumination than the electric 1dghts! In the halls back of the stege
evervone tripped along in the dark, stumbled down the stairs where there was no
1light -until we put a canéle on a desk on the landing: And the curtain! You can
imagine how well it worked, A servant pulled it by sheer might, and this meant
there was no possibility of"a quick durtain!" About half way through the Narrator
asked for = drink of boiled water., I felt I would need to be a conjiror to call
up out of the Education Building the drink, Well, I asked a janitor. He at that
moment was carrying along two thermos flasks, and he said, "Could you ask Mr,
Foo if he could give vou hot vater?" Mr, Foo, a West China Univesity teacher was
busy in his office on the same floor, and when I told my need, his reply*was, "Of
course, I shall be glad to help in such a small way." I brought back thé cup of
hot water, and later on that evening the Janitor brought another cup,

i
y

After the first act the CHORUS sang "The O0ld Ginling" to a delightful tune

comnosed by Catheri ne Sutherlaneé, and under the leadership of,Mrs. Yeh.
b do 6 44{¢b}'-—~u;1—onZLJA&IaZZT o ﬂinwaxlau7 4Aotgze¢£qu,a
a

\ uﬁ{éggngi bysthe Seniors): first antomime of the growth of the opirit, in

which representatives from the first ten years of graduates added their lights to

the tiny one carried by the Spirit, (Chorus:"G-I- N-L-I=N=G" ) b A .
¢isecond, two scenes where the Ginling Spirit "mjght

be shown in action: a) the fire in the 01d Ginling where Vrs. Thurston shout®

to the oirls, "Girda: Girda! Form = Itne!" And they formed a line from well %

the fire and v»assed along dbuckets of water and extinguished the fire ... co-operat

ion in a prectical crisis, b) Suhday Yorning Visiting, where ¥iss Vautrin and

two girls went to visit a farmer's home near the new Ginling

Chorus: "The Ne®% Ginling"(words by me, and tune by C.E.S,)

1)In T'ung Kwa Sz the Spirit grew Z) "Co-overation, service, love,
Grew till its lisht shone clears Good-will extending wide
Alumnae and students were conscious of it, To all its neighbors and beyond

More o nscious, year by year, To China, on every side,
In the new Ginling From the new Ginling

In lan¥king, In Nanking

2) "Oh, what am I? O what am I2?" 4) First verse repeated
The Ginling Spirit cried,

"I know I live in many lives,

That cannot be denied
In the new Ginling
In Lgnking,

¢
) domt Act 111: a ¥Yream of the Binling Spirit(by the Juniors). The Ginling Spirit

 had its difficuities, when crises threstened the very life of the institution., It
was after 1927 and the beginning of the war when the Spirit had a bad dream and
thought she was being tried by =2 jusge and jurv(¥r. Common Sense, Miss Graduate,
and Mr, Man-in-the-Street), The noint at issue was whether or not the Swnirit

had died: Mies Grievance and litss Hopelessnecs(from inside the College) and two

from outside, lrs, 0ld-Fashioned, and Mr, 0ld Scholar, argued that the Spirit was
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undoubtedly dead, but there were others who were as sure that the Spirit was
n]ive'in snite of grest difficulties - liss Ingenuity, Miss Loyalty, Mr. Céuraoe
and 1li#ss Hope. The Spirit woke up Just when it seemed the Jufy were to retire
to decide thé verdict: It was a good act, and the costumes and details such

as the queer horn of the Clerk of the Court and the way the witnesses were

announced provoked a good deal of laughter.

oM Aot 1V: This was a presentation in dancing of the difficulties and
hoveful features of 1life in Chengtu, introduced by the Chorus singing to the
tune of "We are from Ginling" the following:

We have been six long vears in Chengtu,

Six years of gray skies, and sunshine too;

And since we atl are together, we can't be blue,
For all of us like Chengtu,

This part was perhaps the cleverest and most effective part of the whole
programme, Loh Hwei-ling took my suggestion of the"Hifficulties and adve=ntages"
heeg, and worked uv 2 hrialliant dance: girls representing the different
co=-operating universities in the dance being welcomed by West Ching; and then
the very great difficulties: housing, where kKiss House was tugged Were and there
by interested occupants; Eoor Lighting, in which a girl representing the
scarcity of books tried to read by the 1light of a very poor lantern; Malnutrith
aided by the girl representing Ginling; and a very clever dance by the
girl represanting the Amah situation, herself an amah, and"ornery"to the
nth degree, arousing storms of applause, Then this section of the dance was
followed by a dance showing the co-operation of the different universities,

The whole thing wasmost effective, colorful, rhymthical, and the ideas

carrged out were just what was wanted,

A S
/ ACT V: This was meant to represent the Alumnae(done by the Freshmen).

The first part showed the different tyves of work that Ginling alumnae have
done, girls dressed in certain costumes representing the medical profession,
educationalists, homemakers(with = child), government work, etc,

Chorus: (tokthe tune "Tilli-ay")

Alumnae, alumnae, alumnae.

They are from Ginling, Boyous and free-
Ginling alumnae we'd like to be -
Alurnae, alumnae, alumnae!

Alumnae, alumnae, alumnae

Doctors, and nurses, anéd teachers, sece;
Ginling alumnae we'd like to be,
Alumnae, alumnae, from our G.C.

The second part showed statistics about the alumnae, twelve girls in
academic gowvns being the robvots who represented the actual figures., Each girl

stood for fifty gradustes, When the Narrator asked them to tell us the number d
graduates, all twelve stood forth; number of married, 5%: those who had no

notion of getting married, 3,; those who liked movies, 12!; no. of doctors,
teachers, social workers, etc,; those afraid of rats, 12!} At the moment when
the number of college presflents was called for, Dr, Wu was supnosed to be

called up and to make her sveech, She couldn't come, so Dr. Djang Hsiang-lan

cave her recrets, and we finished with the Founders' Song, and the various

class songs. Dr. Djang read the telegrams of greeting also.

8,11 .
We felt it was somethink of a miracle that we had a performance at
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There were mid-term tests which went on and on- when the Ginling ones were
over there were still tets in courses taught in other universities, for our
term arrancements did not coincide, The campus was in a furor of excitement
over the plans for volunteering for the army and other services, The
#irls had to play in a volley-ball competition even on Saturday a fternoon
and could not come till five for a rehearsal of one vart! The auditorium
needed certain attention: taking out of all the seats on the tiers so that the
crowd could be accomodated by sitting directly on the floor of the tiers,
washing off of the floor, seeing to lights and setting the stage. However,
there were classdes (West China§ till five on Saturday afternoon -the earliest
moment we could do anything] Supper was at six, I did not get to supper at

all -which was no tragedy, of ® urse,

I had two hectic weeks trying to keep things going under such difficulties
One member of the faculty who is getting ready for government exams, asked
to be releaxed from ry cormittee; another wasin the héspital a week - so
not“ing goes as one expmects, I was very pvleased with the spirit of co-opera=-
tion among students and faculty, There is a Ginling Spirit at work in Chengtu
gtill, in svite of war-time fatigue, Ruth said, "Well, I suppose { can dress
in some dowdy dress as I did last year," in a resigned tone of voice, but she
and the others were good svorts all the way through, I think it is almost
heroic that we still think we can do what we used to do when now the conditions

are so commlicated
i J“Vﬁﬁd___ -
Sec nepaut-og dxf‘%w a% L, ohaer
Nove 25

I really should keep a diary these days for things happen so suddenly
that what is true one day is out-of-date the next,

The furor started two or three weeks ago in connection with a mess in one

of the bliddle Schools in the city, The first I heard of it was when I was
eatino Chinese lmunch in the main "First®) dormitory, and a girl from that

liddle School came to talk to our girls to get their support in a situation
in which they thought there had been real injustice, 1t was easy tosee that
our eirls were moved, for they came out o* the main dining-room to finish their
meal with tears in their eyes, As we sat there, the speakers came into the
room where we were » and immediately they were surrounded five deep by our
cirls who were much agitatied, Well, for days the students in this area were

much upset, there were meetings, and processions, and uch discussgjo A.piece
of grev brick wall was vlastered each da- wz%g néw nos%ers, on varilBa16rBa

pavér, creen, yellow, orange, blue, speaking very pointedly about the whole
situstion, What the actual situation wag 1t was hard to see, but the
7erneal feeling seemed to he that innustice had been done, The situation
was dealt with with despateh and in a few days, the affair oguietened down,
A siemificant trine to us was the emotion aroused in the students, and we
fel then how cood it would be if onlyv we could have same normal outlet for
them,
e ) | ¢ eatl
lequid G ad
en on the heels of this affair came a al1 ﬁEZt%e Generalissimo for
Volunteers, and ever since the students have been searching thekr hearts and
consciences to determine whee their duty lav., One o the difficult a8pecos
is that definite authentic information seems to come through slowly - or
so it apvears to a eroup of young peonle ready to =ct at once, @
uncerstand the "call" asked for 100,000 men and 2,000 girls. TWhole classes
of medical,dental, 2md pharmary atudents volunteered nt once, and there
appeared on that same strip of wall wplacards in guite a2 different tenor - )
"China needs vyou, Will you go? We are going," Signed by a certain class in
8 certain institution, { et
The 1ack of a well-orrsanized nlan has broucht s good deal or anxiety

| and worry to students, IHowever, let me give you some
J
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idea of what is going on by telling you some fact about Ginlingin this
crisis, So 'far about forty girls have wolunteered for actual service. The
other day word came through that none of the girls wonuld be c=lled before the
first of Februarv, Already a first aid course is in progress, taken by about
a thousand boys and girls: a course from three to five each afternoon for two
weeks, Those attending are freed from classes coming in those periods with
as little penalty in the matter of catching up on missed work as possible.
Early this next week hegins a Nurses' Aid course on a much more pretentious
scale as far as the work involved is concerned: nine houss of work wach

week for ight weeks: three hours of this each week is devoted to lectures,
and six to practical work. *he class will consB t of at most 160; at first
150 Ginling rirsl were interested, but their enthusiasm was a little dempened
wehn they realized it meant so mucn time, andorobably involved the dropping
bf course thev are nowtaking, I exnect thot by this time Ruth knows what
nprovortion of that nymber are Ginlinm kitls and what provortion are from other

institutions,

Bne tyve of work mentioned that hnth hoys 2nd girls could do was
translation and interpretation, and the Deans asked the English devartments
to arrance some work along this line, We are in the process of doint this,
but a egreat difficulty is finding personnel for this, frculty memebrs who ,
are fitted to do this and who have time to undertake éxtra work. Vur two liiss
Pan's of the English department are going to help, We may revise other
English deurses,askempting to give treining in a practical kind of English ]
that would prepare students with good knglish and “hinese for these types of
So you see how interesing 1ife is here these days!

97

mork.
Yyst this morning two of our faculty members left- Liu En-lan and Hu

Ya=lan(she taught five hoursg¢ Chinese, and gave the bulk of her time as
assistant to Djang Hsiang-lan as dean of discinline,~§é§§£§ su¢cessful pexeen
in this work), They went t8 Chungking to cive their time to the new work
necessintated)for the children refugees from the newly-occupied japanese

territory... thousands of childrenscto comewthis direction, w e héar, fhreeﬁq
oregernizat-ions are hehind this movement- U.C.R., Child Velfare Association, and
some govermment organ , Our two faculty will talk it over in Chung ing and
see the set-up, To-rorrow the students are being anmeated to to help; ten

cirls are qutodjor girls and fﬂculty)to go there soon, perhans this week, “?

XN M AL,

b U?ré?ah,h

Another call that has come this weekend is for ten or twelve girls ore N
vﬂ&ho”s, 2ll one sex or the other,)to go to an z2irfield for secretarial and offices
mork, “Some of our cirls are voYunteering for this. The students are in a
dither, They want to help, but do not want to act foolishly. We try t9o
clve advice, but in many cases ngcarcely know what to sav.l Already a good
many men have left by plane for India, to be trained there.

(

“aJd i,

~

This morning we had our First Seméster Retreat - in the Dye house where
six of us lived the year before I went home on furlough. It was a stirring
morring’'s discussion, I shall enclose a sheet of ouestions which formed
the asis of our talk together.

Y Th‘is weekend the Women's Internatfonal Club had a programme for
~.reising money for social work, especially for Children's Aid. The concert was
International “ances, or rather “ational Dances from various countries. I

did ot go, but I heard very favorahle comments on how well the Ginling items
w/et.$0 mawy people said they were surprised at such talent. Mrs, Millikhkn

- she finds now she cannot teach our Bneglish clasm - spoke most appreciatively

of the verformance. It was carried out, too, with very great di“ficulties, no

electric 1ight at 211, f or instance.
. b
I understand that books can be sent now to China by ordinary post. “OoW

e?
out with some of mine now in th% G}n]ing'Offic

ﬁnuld t be to try it ; 2
t\"’ ’ —W-‘ .,l //’ (123N 0 7 ’ ’
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ﬁfmm to rewort on Founders' Day

" In my description or last weekend I omitted any mentién of e :
Sunday service, most impres=ive, and mentioned appreciatlively by various =
people not conmected with Ginling, As usual it was the nine o elock G
“morning service -now heldnin the West China gymnasium, since the Hart College
chapel being used when I left in 1941 is no longer large enough to
accomodate the ecrowd, ¢ !

Dr, Wu, on protest, was granted permission to get out of bedfor this
occasion, ‘I‘he speaker was Dr, Hsfl, Mrs, lew's lawyer brothér, and he gave
a most inspiring ressage, and told the community a good deal about Ginling
that it had never ¥nown bhefore, It was a delightful tribute to Giulln?
during ite brief career, The Glee Club sang beautifully, and the seniors
in their academic gowns gave an air of dignity, Those #n the platform
were Dr, Hsfl, Dr, Wu, Phoebe Ho, Ruth Chester, and the reguslr pastor of
that morring service, Pestor Ywoh, The only decoration was the @imling
purplerand white bamner hung on the whitewashed brick wall, and bamboos
flanking it on either side, and chrusanthemums at the front of the
pvlatform,

Floreénce
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Well, I'm not doing very well by yoii ifi the matter of publicity, but

ady now to write you another letter of news which I ought to get off to

hortly, I hope next week to cet out to the Rural station; until very

tly they have not heen ready for us to visit there. The Founders' Day

gramme took a lot of time: I hapnened to be the convenor of the Saturday

evening programme, and there was a lot of difficulty in getting things done,
which 1 shall tell you about in the letter.

Dr, Wunie still in bed, but when it is ugegent we have meetings in her
room, for instance, the Executive meet ing to-day. S“e got up for the Sunday
morning service of Founders' Day weekend, and was not cguite so well after-
wards as a result, We are all ina hurry because of the new plans fSor the
students to take part in the war effort, and the campus is a very hectic
vlace, especially for students and administrative of fic%als, <The Rast word
from ﬁiss Wal ms2ey -written Oct, 15 - was that she had been disavnnointed for
the third time in getting passare to India, We are having our difficulties,
too, in retting teachers to do her work, for we all thought she would be here
long before this,

_Mrs, Milliken (Shanghai, IMS) has arrived , and may he%p us out in
the Inglish work for the rest of this semester. Lssie and ¥rank have gone to
Chungking for six months, snd I miss her very much; I've been so busy up to date
that I really had not seen 2 great deal of Essie, hopinc always that when I
wag caught I should take time out for some good visits.

. Alr-raids are a comnlication too these days of moonlight nights,

They méanthat there are no lights, and the students' and te chers' work
goesg undone.
Por Much 1love to you, and my deep gratitude for getting out these letters

me,
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Ginling Collere, Chengtu
Decemher %4,1944

Bear Cornelia,

Well, there are sudéén flurries of srnow to-cday - a most unusual thing
iIm my ~xperience in Chengtu., It made me remember watchineg the much more
real~thing which I used to wateh from my office in "500" in Nankinck,seeing
the downcoming snow aghinst the red nillars of the business bhuilding next
door., Now I am remiriscing - a sign of acdvancing arce!  In this connection,
it was rather funry the other day to vear a Junior say vhen a Senior told
of the times when there was central hezting in the Wes* China 1library, and
2 fire in the dormitory social room:"Those were the good old daysi" 1

Ianking and the life there:

laughed, for to me the "good 0l fdays" oo hack to
aspects of our life as refugees should seem=vwhile we

2t is huprous that any
are still refugees-to have such » glamour cast unon them,

Dr, Wu is home “fom the ho@8pital where she spent ahout a week undcer
observation; she has nnt heen ~iven vermission to be up around- much to her
disrust - so I surmose she still is not fully recovered., This has bheen a
strange week for me, for I've snent three days in bed with »a heavy cold

which startéd out with cuite - temperature; then I went out int 3, old,

¢amp wo¥ld to teach, and after two days wes distinctly worse; g%eﬁ??'ve

heen staying inside till tv»is weekend is over, hoping therehy to finish -
mith the germ, It is "Chenctu cold", according to the doctor, and cannot Be
treated with the unconcern we usually show!
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To fhe rio1s 1t smorosne, bo an nerican carp, and fof taking a Tegular salery,
e, & Sae F A ok € Yy real ga(rt ice - "}x1n~ ur of fhelr

To1ked mith them Todivienerse oeLeTy, facing the eriticismyetc, An officer
PLEEC ) , nal cually m they went out on two different occasiones
(WUT% accomnanied them, to heln look over the situation, and cive them
0fficial hacking in the venture), cave them tvning tests, etc., to see what
their qualifijcations were, Finally, seven went from Ginling: the Ginling
office tvnists = serior Enclish major, 2nd the rest Junior and Sophomore
majors in Enpglish., There avre =21so0 in the eroun two *enchine Lnelish

majors, Thev live in tengs, heated by individual stoves., A note from one

cirl yesterday said it —as too e2rly yet to give their imnressions., There

mas some difficulty about a hathroom, hut another tent waes heing put up for
that, We are proud of the girls who went out, and think they are serious
minded and vwnt to co 2 good joh. One csaid last Sunday evening when we

cave them a gsimnle narty:"Why, the renutation of Ginling rests on us.,"

'Me reason this has come un now, we understand is, that a new nolihy h s
heen instituted:"Get your o"fice help from the country in which you& are," 1
hear that men clerks h=ave been graduslly been sent on furlough ahd have not

bren remnlaced,

The ~irls were, in some cases, volunteers for =ctive service, i%@y
came to the decigdion that this was a picce of service that had to he done
ndw, and finding that they s eemed ecanable of doing the work, thev were
willing to look uvrnn this as active service, Some of my advanced classes
srem rather empty without them: <+ive of thema re ry "turees" so I e xnect
to he he~2ring a good deal 2%hout the exneriment,

P 0 0 0 000 0 0 0 % 0000 00 0 0000

] a

sJovember 30: It alked to-day with feroy Lin ahout how her denattment has
adjusted to meet the nresent wartime emergency- of course, Irs., Chen Chen
En=-tse is the ¥ead of the Vent, hut I talked with tegry. 1t wss ahout the
’i'f”r of liovemher that the uehﬂwfment decided it rust do something to fit
in with vnossible emergency situati-ns, Linrmally, there would have been a
I'j el =lueet tn wind un the activities oF the fine-weather a&&dfdtdts, but
instead tris year there wrs no lleet, The vrizes and awards were siven

at a meeting of the weelkly Assemhly, 4t wns 2 vey simple affair, and

the cdifficulties of 1ife on the carpus were evident in the fact trat at
such a ceremony the lights went off just ns we were startihg. Candles were
produced, and in a very dimly 1it symnasium, the nzmes were rded off of
successful tPamgs and &k& students wrho had done outstanding work.

1

The changednrorrarmme then began at half semester, The emphasis has

been nlaced on military marching and

a crowd of Ginling girls, loo¥%ing very trim

hiking, and every day from 3 to 5
in their slacks sand swmeaters

march off ﬁt a good pace to a2 definite objective: Y~ut>™ Island, T"ﬁnr
fwa Unfwersity(10 1i. away), or the Wang Chien tombhs, an ecual di ne
collerse ~irls can walk as these ‘1’]

e
=)
S

away . J”IS is the new “hina when
do, If thev had to refugee, they could walk at least, without feeling it
harshipn., The reculation for non- majors is two hours DP.%. 2 wreks now

t},P Y‘;,,,,.(ﬂm.in,- hog hee ome Sso “Qh”'];,r‘ Jlxpt thev qup v Tr‘ntrﬁrijxv addded an
flour, doing one hour of apm ratus or indnor work, and two hours'tr marchiny
Teellyv lists are nqgﬁnﬁ, and each cirl] siegns under
o walking, he ~irls like the new rersime, Even the ~irls on "re
want to be allowed to go hikineg, but the donctor's permission lm s

the dav she wants

m

cotten bhefore that is allow~d, The hikers are divided into T‘JJ*“
rrouns, with ecant2in 2and souad leaders tn charce,

In svymnastics class something
to he 2mépna2ratus worlr, hut now oh

such a questinnfirwre agved, I

b
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couléd you édo it?" Uth 14 11944
Such probhlems come into classes, esvecially major work, as "How would
vou plan for recreational work in a soldiers' cemp? How would you go about
entefatining wounded soldiers in a hospital? How would you cet refugee
childen to nlay?What materials would you need? Fow would vou 1eac such
activitieg?" It is honed that some nrogramme can be worked out to

help entertain men in the hosnital,

Peggy, sneacks with shining eves ahout her clkesses for dancing for
youne children, ahout sixty children of faculty of the five universities,
ages from five to thirteen The recital she would have ordinarilv have

- 0 o 3
thoueht 0€ civine at the end ? the semester she has civ un altobhethe
(o} e en G 2tner
She has divided the lsrge group into three

hecause of the expense involved,
cleasses: the oldest doing creative dancing, the middle group character
dancing, and the tiny tds fol¥x dasncing. >he hons that some recreation for
the hosniatlized men can be rotten Frorm thsee classes,

nrocramme are not so irpotant in themselves as they
are reacting to a crit2cal political and
have heen vervy muc» disturhed by the whole
i+ is wise to give ther some

These chengces in
are as an ihﬂio;+i0ﬂ of how minds
military situation, The stufents
crisis and want to
outlet for their enthusiasms urti: ] ime as they arc czlled un for

re will bhe quite a g ) who will not po into z ctive
make use

W mivv(\h P SL’ WA {‘(;G.‘W‘

‘erdt ce: and hesides the
service, at lesst until more @lenuate oresznization is nremmred to

of them

@ 0 0 0 00 00 0 0 0 00 e

m - - B A
lovember 20 _: To-dav I talked with Dr, Wu, =

T T 2 ‘
of Hsiune Lgans and

sorethins shout the vork
G A S Ay

our ‘mral Centre, I s5+i117 “ave nn*t eotten ou ’ 7 .
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TS concert = 1if wos hbrilliantly done - is pert of the
Music “Yepartment to pive occas onal recitals for the
Cormrunity. "When shrand Catherine were nlaying their two-p&ano numbher, the
licht that Catherine re=d by went out more than once - again, one of the
hazards of nreformances on the campusat the present time. The 2udience
and apnarently Shih-tsang not fussed by it. You
baskets by the Ffozen, aswell =2

procrmme of the

was most aporeciative,
shoulfd have geen the array of flowerSe.e..
less elaborate arrancements. Someone ssid = large Y sket would certainly

cost 2%t least a thousmmd vhen housht on the stree, Afterwards, 3hih-tsaneg's
friends cove an informal recention to her “riends at the C.'?nafzian BCthl: it

tuened out to he chiefly Cinling folkrs,

The Music Venartment have heén doine their share at enter=tinpent of
the me ocuartered here, On the Douhle Tenth *rs, Yeh took a stoun of
her “Ylee Club out into tve conntrv to one of the"fields" to cive g
nrogramme: the rodads anc transpor tation were inadequate, and they snent &&&
their whole dav goire and coming, hut felt that in enite of the inconvenience

they head civen 2 f00d @ ea]l of nle~snre,

On Ha2llowe'en o croun went to the hosnital to sing. One of the first
hut when the cirls eonln't do that, the bhoys t gan
to as¥ €or nl1d Americer fol¥-gsong f avorites, =2nd Chinese songs, Thev were
there two hous or more snine the rouncs o the wards, sné a Sunday some

time 1nter they went =peiy  The Lpd “roso inr¥er's mlea is 2lways, "Re want

entertainment "

rouests was for jrzz&,

000000.0000'000...00.00'.0...'0

‘Mf'ﬁQn recent weeks the finals of the oratorieal contests- bhoth English

and “hinese - have heen run off.” Much to our surnrise, Ginling came first
. P . : % . . : et O .
im both, that is, in both““H Yin1ine ~1r]l eot the individfBal first

prize, and {the two ~irls pot the first nrize for the hest teamy We crn
hardly bhelicve it yet,

renresentatives, 1
Yept me in bed, “owever, 1 attended our Ginline nreliminary contest, sand
ers are their suhjects( time limit % minutes):

found it mnsgt interestinege,
@(}.ﬂu (é(@,(a
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~agzer to go to the “inals in Lhglish but this cold
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or their burned Yomes, Tvwen I realized that life was not so simple as
I had taken it to be., I realized that 1 had been living in air castles.

Third, I learned how to love the helpless multitude of people, and

hecame 2nxious to help them live a happier life. Jefore I left lMiddle e
School I was alwave dreaming

of my own bhright futuve., I did ndt think of
helping others, Neither did I drear ho

how lovahle the great,innocent,
simple-minded multitude was, In the army I discovered

R that the soldiers in
their noor racced clothes had nure, simmle, honest hearts, I felt
ingsierificant before the multitude of men wo were pFoing to offer their

Tives for our lotherland,
You may fird the conditions at the front very di“ferent from vhot T

have nainted them, However, if you ro with a spttit readv to annreckate

those vou serve, vou mav have ahnndant 1ife even there,
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Ginling College, Chengtu
December 14, 1944

Dear Cornmelia:

Well, there are sudden flurries of snow today - a most unusual thing in my
experience in Chengtu. It made me remember watching the much more real thing which
I used to watch from my office in "500" in Nanking, seeing the downcoming snow against
the red pillars of the business building next door., Now I am reminiscing - a sign of
advancing age! In this connection, it was rather funny the other day to hear a Junior
say, when a Senior told of the tigles when there was central heating in the West China
library, and a fire in the dormitory sfoial room: "Those were the good old daysi® I
laughed, for to me the "good old days" go back to Nenking and the Pife there; it is
humorous that any aspects of our life as refugees should seem - while we are still

refugees - to have such a glamour cast upon them.

Dr. Wu is home from the hospital where she spent about a week under observa-
tion; she has not been given permission to be up and around - much to her disgust -
so I suppose she still is not fully recovered., This has been a strange week for me,
for I've spent three days in bed with a heavy cold whiech started out with quite a tempera-
ture; then I went out into a cold, damp world to teach, and after two days, was
distinetly worse; since then, I've been staying inside till this weekend is over,
hoping thereby to finish with the germs It is "Chengtu cold", according to the doctor,
and cannot be treated with the unconcern we usually showi

(Cut out by the censor)

Chinese girls for going to an American camp, and for taking a regular salary. To

the girls it represented a very real sacrifice - giving up of their work before the
end of the semester, facing the oriticism, etc. An officer talked with them individually
when they went out on two different occasions, (Ruth accompanied them, to help look
over the situation, and give them offieial backing in the venture), gave them typing
tests, etc.,, to see what their qualifications were. Finally, seven went from Ginling:
the Ginling office typist, a senior English major, and the rest Junior and sophomore
majors in English. There are also in the group two Yenching English majors. - They
live in tents, heated by individual stoves. A note from one girl yesterday said it
was too early yet to give their impressions., There was some difficulty about a bath-
room, but another tent was being put up for that. We are proud of the girls who went
out, and think they are serious-minded and want to do a good job., Ome said last Sun-
day evening when we gave them a simple party: ™why, the reputation of Ginling rests
on us." The reason this has come up now, we understand, is that a new policy has
been instituted: %Get your office help from the country in which you are.,® I hear
that men clerks have been graduaily sent on furlough and have not been replaced.

The girls were, in some cases, volunteers for active servioce. They came to
the decision that this was a plece of service that had to be done now, and finding that
they seemed capable of doing the work, they were willing to look upon this as active
service, BSome of my advanced classes seem rather empty without them: Five of them are
my "turees" so I expeot to be hearing a good deal about the experiment,
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November 30: I talked today with Peggy Lin about how her department has adjusted to
meet the present wartime emergency - of course, Mrs. Chen Chen En-tse is the Head of
the Department, but I talked with Peggye. It was about the first of November that the
Department decided it must do something to fit in with possible emergemcy situations.
Normally, there would have been a Field Meet to wind up the activities of the fine
weather, but instead this year there was no Meet. The prizes and awards were given at
a meeting of the weekly Assembly, It was a very simple affair, and the difficulties

of life on the campus were evident in the fact that at such a ceremony the lights went
off just as we were starting., Candles were produced, and in a very dimly lit gymnasium,
the names were read off of successful teams and students who had done outstanding work.

The changed program then began at half semester. The emphasis has been
placed on military marching and hiking, and every day fram 3 to § a crowd of Ginling
girls, looking very trim in their slacks and sweaters march off at a good pace to a
definite objective: Youth Island, Kwang Hwa University (10 li, away), or the Wang
Chien tombs, an equal distance away. This is the new China when college girls can
walk as these girls do. If they had to refugee, they could walk at least, without
feeling it as hardship, The regulation for non-majors is two hours P.E. a week; now
the marching has become so popular that they have volunkarily added an hour, doing
one hour of apparatus or indoor work and two hours' marBhing, Weeskly lists are posted,
and each girl signs under the day she wants to go walking, The girls like the new
regime. Even the girls on "restrictive" want to be allowed to go hiking, but the
doctor's permi ssion has to be gotten before that is allowed, The hikers are divided
into military groups, with captain and squad leaders in charge.

In gymnastics class sometling is going to be changed, This used to be ap-
paratus work, but now obstacle races will be introduced, as if such a question were

asked, "If you had to climb that wall, jump that ditch, could you do it?"

Such problems come into clesses, especially major work, as " How would you
plan for recreational work in a soldiers' camp? How would you go about entertaining

wounded soldiers in a hospital? How would you get refugee children to play? What
materials would you need? How would you lead such activities?" It is hoped that same

program can be worked out to help entertain men in the hospital,

Peggy speeks with shining eyes about her classes for danecing for young
children, about sixty children of faculty of the five universities, ages from five to
thirteen. The recital she would have ordinarily have thought of giving at the end
of the semester she has given up altogether because of the expense involved. She has
divided the large group into three classes: the oldest doing creative dancing; the
middle group, character dancing; end the tiny tots, folk dancing. She hopes that
some recreation for the hospitalized men can be gotten from these ciasses,

These changes in program are not so important in themselves as they are as
an indication of how minds are reacting to a critical politieal and military situation,
The studemts have been very much disturbed by the whole crisis and want to be given a
share, We feel it is wise to give them some outlet for their enthusiasms until such
time as they are called up for servicep and besides there will be quite a group who
will not go into active service, at least until more adequate organization is prepared

to make use of themn,
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November 50: Today I talked with Dr. Wu, and she urged me to write you something
about the work of Hsiung Ya-na and Tsu Yuedji at Chung Ho Chang, our Rural Center.

I still have not gotten out, for when I was ready to go, their work was not such as
made visitors feasible, and another time they intended to be away in Chungking helping
with the refugee children rescue work; finally, they were told not to go, for they were
not neededs HOwever, I hope to get out, I think we are going to get some writing

from them, too, about their progrem there,

At the Rural Service Station there was great excitement recently when the
first sound movies came out to the community., Mr. John Foster, of the OWI said that
the usual ghrangement was for the OWI to send films and staff out free-of -charge, but
the actual cart to take out the supplies should be chargeable to the Station, Our
group thought they had not funds to cover even this, for transportetion is a big af-
fair in these days of high prices. So they came to an understending: if five thousand
people came to see the picture, the OWI Wwould bear all expense!}

On Monday, the two girls hmrried back to the town, for they wanted to lay
their plans for a huge crowd on Friday evening, and Wednesday was the day to see the
people, the day they came to market. They went to see the Local Head of the tewn
govermment, put up posters, talked to the people at market, advertising the pleasure
on Friday night. On Friday, from four in the aftermoon, the three Ginling graduates
and their two assistants were on the scene, a public athletic ground, Their concern
was to have a well-behaved crowd, for this was a test case.

And ten thousand people camel Some walked twenty li to see the new thing.
Some could not understand the miracle of piectures that came and went on the spreen, so
they came and touched the screen, as if there was some magic in the white clothy The
films given were "Battle of China" and "Landing in North Africe". The crowd was very
well-behaved, and all went off admirably. Dr. Wu was greatly impressed: three col-
lege girls and two assistants in a year and & half could so win the confidence of a

communi ty that a orowd, well-behaved and interested, would gather for such an eventi

The OWI was impressed, too, and stayed over, showing different pictures on
Saturday. Our staff there entertained them. Town leaders ceme and said, "Such enter-
teining 1s too expensive for you each time they come, Next time let us be the hosts.”"
The ONI men were so satisfied with their reception that they wanted to visit the Nursery

School, and there they talked to the children,

(Cut out by the censor)

L . L J L K L J L) L] L L] L] L LJ

Hu Shih-tseng's concert - it was brilliantly done - is part of the program
of the Music Department to give occasional recitals for the Community., When she and
Catherine (Sutherland) were playing their two-piano number, the light that Catherine
read by went out more than onee - again one of the hazards of performances on the
cempus at the present time. The audience was most appreciative, and apparently Shih-tsang
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was not fussed by it. You should have seen the array of flowerse....baskets by the dozen,
es well as less elaborate arrangements. Someone seid a large basket would certainly

cost et least a thousand whém bought on the sireet. Afterwards, Shih-tsang's friends
gave an informal reception to her friends at the Canadian Schooly it turned out %o be

chiefly Ginling folks.

The Music Department has been doing i%s share at entertaimment of the men
quertered here. On the Double Tenth, Mrs. Yeh- took a group of her Glee Club out into
the couhtry to one of the "rields™ to give a program; the roads and tramsportation
were inadequate, and they spent their whole day going and coming, but felt that in
spite of the inconvenience, they hed given a good deal of pleasure.

On Hallowe'en, a group went to the hospital to sing. One of the first requests
was for jazz, but when the girls couldntt do that, the boys began to ask for old American
folk-song favorites, and Chinese songs. They were there two hours or more, going the
rounds of the wards, and a Sunday sometime later they went again., The Red Croxs worker's

plea is always, "We want{entertaimment."

December 14 In recent weeks the finals of the oratoriecal contests - both English and
TFisess = have been run off. (The Chinese contest was held on Hovember 26th, and the
English on December 10th). Much to our surprise, Ginling ceme first in both, that is,
in both contest® a Ginling girl got the {ndividual first prize, and in addition, the

two first institutional prizes went to the Ginling teams. We can hardly believe it yet.
Nine universities took part, each one sending two representatives. I was eager to go

o the finals in English, but this cold kept me in bed., However, I attended our Ginling
preliminary contest, and found it most interesting. Here are their subjects (time limit
8% minutes): "What I Learned at the Front in 1938", "The Voice of a Student",
"Shavianism”, "The Victory of Riving", "O Women of China, Act", "Some Improvements in
Education”, "The Development of Science in Recent Years", "The New Birth of Freedom".
The two best were ks "The Victory of Living" and "0 Women of Chiha, Act™, and we chose
these to represent Ginling in the general contest. On the great day, "O Women of China,
Act"™ won first prize, and while our other contestant did not place in the first five,

her score helped Ginling win the team first prize.

Ohe of the most attractive from the point of view of material was "What I
Learned at the Front in 1938", Here are parts from her speech. She is the president
of the Sophomore Class, and she has quite a task to keep ninety girls pulling together.
She's older than the average college girl, because she has been out doing practical
work. She's eager and cooperative, and altogether fine., Now she is one of the girls
out at the air-field, taking this cell as a piece of real service, and not waiting
for the government to call her among the other volunteers.

"WHAT I LEARNED AT THE FRONT IN 1938"
By Cheng Mei-lien

I'm very glad to have a chance here to tell you some things from my heart.
I don't want you to think that my chief ooncern todey is to win a prize for my class
or to win honors for myself., I want you %o 1isten to what I'm going %o say.

Firés, I must meke you sure that I'm not boasting of myself., I'm here like
a solder who has retreated from the Front, a soldier telling his old teles. I'm
rather embarrassed to be standing here today when many of my friends have already gone -
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g0 INdia to be trained, or afe ready to go to the Front; I am embarrassed because up
to now I have not signed my name to the list of Volunteerw Since some of you are
going to leave our College for the Front, I should like to tell something for your

reference,

In the summer of 1938, when I was only eighteen, I graduated from a Baptist
Middle School. I decided %o work for my country, but my parents tried their best to
prevent me from going to the Front, I had fierce discussions with them., My father
protested that I was too young to go into army service, and if I went, he might disown
me, I made up my mind that I had to do something for my country, Then I joined a
scuut group under the Y.W.C.A., and did not listen to any of the pleadings of my perents.
I left Hongkong, left my mother weeping. I didn't ory, though my heart was aching,
From that time I worked in the army until I got malaria in 1939,

The army which I joined was fighting against our enemy in Hunan. I followed
where the army went, followed in rain, in times of hunger and poverty,.

The first thing I learned in my work was independence. I had been brought up
in a happy family, and had my education from kindergarten to middle school in so=-
called aristocratic schools. I had been taken care of by my parents, teachers and
servants, end I didn't know what independence meant, In the army I not only had to
take care of myself, but to take cgre of thousands of men, I was not sympathk#zed with,
but it was I who sympathized. I worked in the hospitals for wounded soldiers, It is
impossible for you to imagine what the smell in the hospital was like. It was exactly
like the smell of dead rats. I was not a nurse, but sometimes I did a nurse's work,
because the nurses always needed help badly. When I was in middle school, I was not
allowed to go alomg from Canton to Hongkong by train. Now in the army, I dared go
anywhere glone, I had learmed to be independent,

Second, at the Front I learned about life, When I was ih school I took it
for granted that life was easy and beautiful, I didn't know what suffering was. In

the army I heve spent winter nights without enough covering. I have been hungry for
dayse I saw men srying from the pain of their wounds, mothers weeping for their lost
children, old women orying for their burned homes. Then I realized that life was not
so simple as I had taken it to be, I realized that I had been living in air castles.

Third, I learned how to love the helpless multitude of people, and became
quxious to help them live a happier life, Before I left middle school, I was always
dresming of my own bright future. I did not think of helping others, Neigheér did I
dream how lowvable the great, innocent, simple-minded multitude was, In the army, I
discovered that the soldiers in their poor ragged clothes had pure, simple, honest
hearts., I felt insignificant before.the multitude of men who were going to offer thédr

lives for our Motherland.

You may find the conditions at the front very different from what I have
painted them. However, if you go with a spirit ready to appreciate these you serve,
you may have abundant life even there,

L] . L] . . . . L L] . . L] . . . .

All good wishes for 1945,

Florence Kirk
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Miss Florence Kirk February 5, 1945
Ginling College
Chengtu, Sgzechwan, China

Deer Florenceg

You don't know how glad I was to get your good letter about the Founders' Day
celebrations and other happenings on the Chengtu campus. It is all grist for my publicity
mill, and most welcome, Some of it will go into China Colleges for March, and much of it
will appear in the spring issue of Ginling News, For both of these publications I need
pictures badly, Can you possibly get some for us? Please send us the negatives, as they
are really more useful to us than the prints, Of course, if the negatives are not available,
send any pletures you can get anyway, We can always have negatives made here, though they

are not usually so good as the original ones,

I still have in mind a plece of publicity that will introduce some of our most in-
teresting girls and teachers to our constituency. I want about six or eight really unusual
and outstending people, Dju Yu-bao,for instance, or someone who is doing special work in a
science project, or someone in the Child Welfare field, Iiu En-lan would be Just the kind of
person, but I hesitate to use her again, as our spring pamphlet in 1943 was her story of work
among the border tribes, and of course the introduction told something about Dr, Liu herself.
I want plctures of the people, too, in fact I must have them if I follow the plan I have in
mind, which is as follows: Imagine a piece of paper, 5 5/4 inches wide and approximately
19 inches long, folded into a four-page leaflet, 5 3/4 by 4 5/&. One page, of course, is the
front cover, and one can be used as a finsl page to give a brief statement about Ginling, and
the address of the office. (Most important when you wgnt checks to come back to youl) That
leaves six pages, and my plan is to use one for each of six outstanding dnling girls or
faculty, I want to put a picture of the girl at the top, and then a brief and ecolorful
story of her activities, not more than two hundred words, There is nothing like the personal
touch to keep people interested. I am sure thet if we can get this material together we can
meke a very successrul appeal, I want it for the fall of 1945, which means that all the
material should be in my hands by the first of October. Can you help me get it?

I know you are just as busy as you can be, but I hope you are getting enough rest
and food and vitamins, so that you will not lose your pep and energy, I seldom eat a meal
without thinking of the difficulties and expense of being properly fed in China today, and I
long to share the so easily obtained good things of America with all of you,e

We have all been rgreatly disturbed over the news of Dr, Wu's illness, She writes
rajher casually about it, and seems to give no special importance to it, but I cannot help
being worrkde I know, of course, that she will receive the best possible care and attention,

and I most earnestly hope that she is really improving,

Wu Mao-i hes been delayed again, Ve had hoped that she could leave last week, but
there was some difficulty about securing all the nedessary papers, so she is still here. We
are not giving up, by any means, and will get her started at the earliest possible date,

The uncertainties and changes are very hard on her, and I am very sorry that plans have not

worked out more smoothly,

We have not heard one werd fram Chen I-djen and Hung Dsh-ling, I wonder if they
are still in India. We would certainly like to know what has become of them,

Mrs, New is studying at the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, She went
dovn the first of January, and will be there till the end of the current academic yeer, She
writes enthusiastically of the work and the people she has mets I think she would have stayed
in New York if she could have found sn apartment near Columbia, but that see s out of the

questiony 1 coe Helen now and then. Lossing was in my office recently, and I have just

had an hour's conversation with Lewls Smythe, Stelle Graves is living just a Vlo#k £¥om
and the Jones family is also very near, So you see, the China group keeps in

my
thuzﬁ with one another., I wish you could join us sometire,

My affectionate greetings and all best wishes to the Ginling family,

As ever
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Ginling College, February 1ll, 1985

Dear Cornelia,

)

X , '
Y what good news to learn that Plummer is here in Chinal! Lkssie
“Price wrote that he looked no older than when she last saw him in
l'anking! We arehoping he may soon come to Chengtu for a visit,

'he semester is over, and China iew Year is about here., This
year the winter vacation is wunusually long - about four weeks for
studenfs, but not so long for us with entrance tests and Freshman
Comprehensive tests to see to in the interval. It has turned cold
again, and yesterday morning when we got up the ground, roofs and
trees were white with snow -almos$t a phenomenon in this region. The
three Li bous next door did their best to make snowballs, but they
were scanty and unsatisfactory ones; their cries and shouts were
a sort of mmckground music as we sat at breakfast. This morning there
1s no sign of snow, but it ic cold, Xveryone talks about how cold
this winter has been; I have heard many say, "I never woreso many
clothes before in winter.," | often wish I had my fur coat here; did
I tell you that when I was in Calcutta, and saw there was no chance of
taking it in to China, I sent it back to Canade&a. 1 hear it has
arrivedsafely!

The “3pring Conference® is over, Lva protests that it should
never be called that for the t emperature is invariably wintey. It
was at 3intu this year, 20-30 niles east of the city. llarjorie
Causer went for the who,e time, and REva went out the last day to speak,
en Ginling girls -our quota -~ went, and did good service in various
ways, musical and otherwise., lLarjorie has promised to write you a
brief account of it. I hope it may

get enclosed in this letter,

Dre Wu 1s still staying in the city, at the Y.W.C.Aey in the
hope of ge ting more rest than would& be possible if she stayed ou
here on the campus, she is making slow progress, and is inclined to
feel that it is no progress at all when she is kept in bed for so
long. She feels discouraged at times; for instance, the other da)
she departed from her very strict regime of food a littleyand had
idverse results, I hear that her doctor hopes that by the end o
month she may be up and around, She comes out to the campus by
rickshaw once or twice a week for meetfngs that seem imperative;
on Friday she had an Executive Committee meeting in her room ab
eleven, and at three a meeting of a Scholarship Aid grant to Faculiy
Committee, The second last time she was out, I thought she looked
much better: she had a sparkle of fun in her eye, quite like the
Dr. Wu as we used to know her, Again the other day she looked
much more sober, She is an awfully good sport, not fussing or
complaining, but she wants so much to be up and around, partiailarl:

hen she doesn't feel badly,

'ne two girls from Chung Ho Chan were in not long ago, and
urged again the importance of brief reporis of their work. BRefore
they went back they wrote a brief account o1 their Christmas
acfivities, and I enclose it herewith.

Christmas <rogram in Chung o Chang

Co-operating with the local church, Ginling College iural Service
slotion planned several things for the rural people to celebrcte
>hristmas,

TV s E mmn Al U v e v -
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1 Progrg#‘g for ¢he Young Girls. On Decemher the twentv-second
Yhe twenily girls had a Christmas dinner together. The rice, meat, vege-

yebles, a nd fuel were brought by the girls from their own homes, and
they cooked the meal themselvss, and invited the teachers as their
guests. After the dinner they had a very happy time together,

2. Program for the “ursery Children and their Parents. On the
morning of December the Twenty-Third the children gave a Christmas play
and sang some Christmas songs. liore than sixty parents came and enjoyed
the program very much,

5. Program for the Church iembers, On December the wwenty-fourth
there was a Sunday service. Seven young people were baptized and Joined
the church. After the service a banquet was given for the members, In
the afternoon the church members went out together to visit the soldéers'
families and gave them presents in order to let them know the love of
Christ. To the six or seven poor families the gifts were one pound of
salt and ten oranges for eacn family,

4. Program for the Old People. ! There is an institution for homeless
0ld people seven "1i" away from thc town. On Christmas Day the staff
members of Ginling rural Service Btation and the Bible Woman (from the
Canadian United Church) went there. The old people were gathered together.
Christmas story, songs, stunts were presented. Bean curd was given to
them as a Christmas gift, and the old people showed great appreciation,
A man a ged ninespythree smiled so contentedly that &h& he made the

visitows happy too.
"....0.'.0..0.'(.».‘.

It was one 3Saturday in January that Liu En-lan was taking Dr.
tould (F.B.A.) out to Chmng Ho Chang, and 1 went along. The day's outing
was lots of fun, one of those drips that seem to tell one so much about
life in China and what it means.
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. We starfed ffom the campus gate about a quarter to eight, they in
rickshaws, a nd I on my bicycle. En-lan said, "We're going there by boat.®
It was a chilly gray morning but there weres igns whichs aid it would
be bright later on. We saw the patches of vivid green vegetables in
perfect order, the czbbage hearts looking very white after their outer
legves had been stripped off. Along the way little Chinese bays held up
thumbs as they caught sight of Dr. Gould in uniform and said,” "Ting hao&"
Uthers said, "Misseter." When they called me this aleo we realized that
the term meant little more to them than "foreigner.® I felt that it
wes an exciting adventure to g0 to a new town - ny first trip since

coming back in September,

Beforelong we reached the "Seven Eje RBridge" towards Szechwan Universty
and there the rickshaws were discharged, and En-lan ran off by herself
to talk price to the boatment(she felt our presence would send the

farea up). She came back trptting, s aying that the boats had le f£ this
side of the river, but if wehurried we migit be in time for boats ready
to shove off from the othér side. We went over and f8llowed down tle
river side street until we saw several boats mo6red near at hand. The
proprietor said, "Hurryl We're about to go.®™ It was not an easy thing to
manoeuvee my bicycle up the single board that served as gangplank, but

it was done and the bicycle put down on its side at one end af the boat.
We were fleeful to think that we had® just made it."

We sat down on the step formed bu the intersectio. of the maln part of
the boat with one end, and looked about us. Right in the bow was a poor
bedraggled specimen of humanity, a ragged young chap shivering so violently
that he, shook the ©boards under his feet. We foudd out he was a
conscript, and later on we saw the officer in charge of him, a chap well
dressed and booted, Our hearts ached to look at the would-be soldier, Poth

for what his ® ndition ‘betokened of suffering in the past, and for
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?gge g;ief ahead of him in the month - we ﬁs?@matgd - 56 had to live
unader the rigors of soldier life, Right beside us ye\waﬁc%gd the‘

life in a teapzhop just above our heads,.sau a basxed of rice being
carefully washed, and before long the daily 1gmngry u}tended to. It

was only too evident the need there is for all kingds 0f education and .
training, and such thought take the edge off of pure rleasure, the feeling

I had as we started ogt ah hour earlier,

igns of starting! This looked a little queer after
the protestations of the boat-men as we climbgd aboard, En-lan~asked
vhenwe wbuld start, a nd the answer came, “quite sooni® Inp rerhaps half
an nour the ticket cbllecting began, We paid ourf ares eventually, one hun-
dred dollars each -which s eemed cheap in comparison with the three hundred
dollar rickshaw fare. We learned efterwards that the Chinese gcnerally
pay forty! Also, we consoled our selves with the_ idea that whereas the
rickshaw fook two hours at 1l emast, the boat took just one,
important that we reach Cung Ho Chang by ten or half-past at letest
in order to visit the market, and see the kindergarten or rather nursery
school. Well, we szt there from about & quarter past eight t;ll after
ten o'clock, and there was nothing we coulg do to alter the 51tuatlon._
About nine-thirty we dearned that the propietor had gone off to have‘hls
breakfast! How would we get there to see anything at all, how get there
in time to Wake the trip worthwhile?

There were no s

Another disapoointment wasin s tore for us - it took at least two
howrs by boat! For half an hour we floateg down s tream, but there,always
in sight was Szechwen University, showing us that we hadscarcely n.de any
progfess, A fleet of five boats was in our group, andwe hgd a delightful
trip down, seeing various important pla ces, stch as g textllef‘actory,

a big paper-mill, arsenal, ancg the like, The boaumen poled us along for
a while,then used their oars, and we were fascinated as they broke into
their antiphonal singing. The towing of boats up-stream interestegq us

greatly. We saw some hen on the towing-path walain uprigkt ag if they were

under no strain at all, and later we Saw men bent double, their hands actual
ly touching the ground as theycraled £ ) a dozen or more in one grogp,
engineering their boat up a strong cur « Sometimeswe glmost got
entabgled in the tow-ropes of boats passing near us, and there wzs quick
action by some of the boatmen to push the two boats apart,

t fishing party.,
°h€ bocuuan dawdilding o long
this he useg to draw the cormorants

’
everything: the narsey c 4t woon ané market broke up then too,

I said, "It'g a Strange thing if a whole market in China disperses on
vhe dot of the hour." That proved true, for after wehad found Tsu Yuwdji
and Hsiung Ya-na, they took us to the market and we sgw g vVery great

number of 1ntersting things: fortune-tellors, medicine-men at work,

piles of vegetables, fruit, chidkens, wood for sale,etc, We sampled

foor at thiee stands: twisted ffied cakes;glutinous rice cakes in trianglea,
colored green from the a weed cake, and

fried rice ball . It was a gorgeous display
of color and ac ee how the people. liked

our two workers, fried cakes: "These

are myf‘riends; ° We tasted one or two,
dividing them between us,
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About one-thirty we came dack to the church and there had a delicious
Chinese meal. Afterwards, the girls were eager to give Dr. Gould some
information about a survey they had made of the economic life of the town,
and I shall give it later on in this letter, It might be interesting to
give American people interestedin China some idea of the make-up of a

small town. It is with these three and a half thousand people that our
girls are working and finding friendshop and eager response, They"say it
is a comparatively easy place to work, for there is no opposition to their
work. What I like is the evident pleasure the girls get in their work.,

Tsu Yu-dji and Hsiung Ya-na(there is another Miss Hsiung too - Hsiung lMan-
djen, 2 more recent graduate) seem perfectly congenial, and happy in their
activities; their faces radiate cort ent and serenity, and I do not have
the impression that they are finding it a dffficult and disappointingly
hard nlace to work in. They are doing splendid work,

Because relatively few girls wanted to go out this mid-winter
vac&ction, it wasdecided to have no group of undergraduates at all, but to
wait until summer It was estimated that at least ten were needed to make
the class successful, andonly &a& five were Enterested. The two girls
in charge are to spend the time writing materials, and getting out reportsyééal
]

.'I...................‘..........I.......O.’..C'....Q..

Some Figures from Investigations Done at Chung Ho Chang
by Tst Yu-dji and Hsiung Ya-na in charge of the Ginling
Rural Service ®Project - Fall, 1944

Population: 3,500; on market days population feom nine to fifteen thousand.

On two different occasions people were statiomed at each of the
seven different market entrances td count all comers:

Nov. B - 12,000; of these 8,116 were men

Nov. 9 - 10,677; men, 6,822; women, 3,143; children, 71Z2.
They come from seven different market towns. At that point ek every
fourth, seventh and ninth day(or date involving these numbers) of the
Chinese month there is a general market ane the sourrounding towns
and country people come; on other days there are markets at the other

points.

Products sold at market -actually in the market-place, each having its
designated shelter or space: chidkens; hens,geese and ducks; eggs;
pigs; grains; pig feed; rice; cotton material; fuel.

Products sold in the st¥eet not far from the market, sold in open sltands:
sugar-cane; vegetables(we counted ten varietlies in one stand - lettuce;
carrots, red in color; leeks; rape greens; white turnips; cabbage;
two or three le afy vegetagles); fruit(oranves% colorful tangerines and
cloce-skinned 1larger varieties; a few tag enddof persimmons; pomelo);

fish,etc.

Facts about the "sgtands":
To. = 545(11§'fr0m Chengtu, 82 from the totm itself, others from
neighbor towns)
Classification: food-96; notions(thread,needles, .buttons,etc.)78;
general repair, for example, umbrella repairs- 93
vegetable seeds -25; tools- 43; medicine¢l6; tonacco- 193
fortune-telling- 10

Clascification of s hope in the town:
54 tea-snons; 2. wine-shbps(we hear that the country people d®ink a
geod deal of wine, but we almost never see any signs of wine-drinking
here, though it is a little more common since alcoholis made on a
considerable scale in this area); 9 spice and condiment shops;
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12 restaurants; 4 abbatoirs; 7 nood&k-shops; 3 noodle factories; 6 shops
selling cured goods; 3 selling bean-curd; 4 candy shops; 3 vegetable 0il;

2 roafed peanuts; 1 fried cakes; 1 wine factory; 1 stone-cutting; 2 grave
furniture made of bamboo and paper, to be burnt for the use of the

dead;l glass-ware ; 2 clodks; 3 tinsmiths; 1 coal; 12 Chinese medicines;

2 vegetable shops, in& contrast to the "stande®} 8 cotton shoes; 2 weaving;
2 hats; i dye factory; 1 embroideries; 1 gzoat meat; 2 western style
pharmacists; 1 fermented rice; 8 paper; 4 notioms; 7 eoffins; 4 carpenter
shops; 4 manufacturing cooking vessels; 4 scrolls; 2 silver; ; firecrackers;
O inns; 2 rickshaw rent shops; 2 bicycle repair; 2 sedan chair rent shops;
< tobacco; 1 pipo(smoking); S pawnshops; 2 barbershops;...Torali 223 shops.

1l institutions(2 schools, 1 hospital, District Government offices,ete)
47 public lavatories

..........l...".....'...l‘.....'.t....

The actual work of the Service Station I did not see, but I felt that
I got a background for another visit. We may go out during the vacation
for a day, but again there will be at this time no school or classes in
session. My one day there the sun did shine for afew moments, but it was
not a pictureptaking day at all, We came back By road, they in rickshaws,
I on my bicycle, about twenty-one 1i - my longest bicycle ride so Tar,
We RBadhada day of varied scenery, by water and land, and gotten a glimpse
into l1life in the chuntry, and of ohe progressive piece of work that points
to a new China after the war. We want thousands of such stations where
devoted Chinese people become missionaries to their own people, sharing with
them the&r rich éxperience. I feel that the money which goes into such
a work is irmensely worth while. The Americans who contribute to it may
say, "Yesk,we are having a part in vital, Christian work, work that will
last in different codes of living and different ang richer lives," That is
the appalling thing, to see such meagre lives lived by so many. 1 realize
that many people I pity have reserves of pleasure I do not understand,
but still their lives are hampered by real poverty, by ignorancemand
superstition, If we can help enrich lives, Ginling i: doing a great work.

,‘;.Ol‘...."'....'..'c.oi...oc't..‘.'

_V% This semester eight girls graduated, and since I was fhe tutor of
Ntwo of them I wag invited to the party given in their honor&. It is hoped
that these graduates will be able to come back for the graduating exerciees
%n June, but many things may intervene, making that impossible, so we like
"Bo give them a simple evening's pleasure now before theyb leave us.

It wasin the First Dormitory that we gathered, about twenty people
altogether. Catherine Sutherland had done m k for the
toasts and programmes and they were very cleverly thought out.
cards had green cutou n on white paper of viélins and lyres
alternately and the general title was "Ginling Orchestra." Catherine was
the general one in charge, dbut she called herself merely the Business
Manager of the Orchestra. The ®Programme was as follows:

Conductor- Dr. Helen Djang
Players

Chinese Flute- Mr. Vhen Djung-fang(head of the Chinese Dept)

Chemistra- Dr. Chestem(Headof the Chémistry Dept)

Sociolin- Dr. ILyng(headof the Sociology Dept)

Bells and Yrums- Wiss Dju En-djen(representing the P.E. dept

We had fun about these new instruments that Catherine said had an Ronorable
history, the Chemistra and Sociolin. The Chinese rood was excellent and we
had a in1ly party. A charcoal fire at ; :

e
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On Friday morning Djang Hsimng-lan came to "morning tea"” and afterwards she
talked for more than an hour while I busily took down her ideas in longhand. I had
asked her if she could send some report about college life, for as Dean of Discipline
she comes into very close contact with student life end problems, much closer than the
ordinary faculty member. She seemed to enjoy doing it, and wishes she had more time to

write accounts herself,

Ae Activities at Ginling During the Fall Semester, 1944.

There are many encouraging aspects of life in these difficult days of war.
An sccount of the activities of Ginling girls shows that they are busy about taking
part in the life of the community, in a way that is quite in the tradition of the Gin-

ling of the past,.

1, Oratory Contests. There were nine universities competing, and Ginling was un-
usually lucky, capturing both the individual and college prizes for each.

2. Ginling War Service:
a) On China New Year's Day ten girls, led by a teacher (all from the Ginling

Student Youth Corps, a Kuomintang orgenization) went out to give gifts of a pound of
pork to @ach of twenty soldiers' families. The pork now is worth two hundred and sixty
dollars a pound, The:money was saved from the government fund, saved by going on foot
when students might have gone in rickshaws, by making posters and publicity material
themselves, when they might have had it done in shops, etc.

b) Ginling divided itself into ten groups, and visited and investigated the
need of soldiers' families - this independent of any definite orgsnization, but on the
school's own initiative. The girls visited the whold area around the college, wrote
letters for them to their relatives at the Front, and cheered them and comforted them,
They recommended to the Youth Corps the twenty neediest families who were given the
pork as described in a).

¢) Six of our students (and an office secretary who hopes to be a G.C. student)
are at the air-base, which I have told you about before., Helen visited them recently,
spending a night with them, staying in their tent. The girls were quite excited that
Dr. Djang should care so much for them that she thought it worth her while to visit them.
They appreciated the interest the College takes in this venture, and feel that they
have a strong support in the College's approval and oversight., Conservative society
opinion brands them unpleasantly for going to an American camp, yet the girls faced
that certainty before they decided to gog end they are doing a “wonderful piece of
work." The Major in charge told Helen: "$hey are good girls, and they have done good
work." They are telephone operators, secretary-typists, and one is doing ordnance work.

d) Three of the newly-graduated class are going to another air-base in this
area: mail clerk, typist secretary, and filing clerk. These have not given up college
work to go = a real sacrifide for the six girls who went out in November,

e) Before Christmas, students and teachers combined in doing a Christmas Card
project, to help soldiers' families., They made interesting cards in Chinese design,
and had strong envelopes printed. Phoebe Ho did a great deal to initiate and carry out
this project. The American G.I.'s bought a lot of them. The group cleared twenty
thousand dollars., With this, a Christmas party was given to more than four hundred
soldiers' families at the City Social Centre. The refpeshments consisted of cookies,
candies, and peanuts. The Ginling students gave a play, "Going to Tokio", and the
Nursery Children - the children of thé guests - amused the audience by singing and
daneing. It was a very successful party.

#) During festival days different groups of girls go out, particularly in
the area outside the South Gate of the city - the erea assigned by a campus organigation
to Ginling - to do publicity work; tell groups about the war; put up posters, In the
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China New Year season there have been a three days' exhibit at the City Social Centre;
I shall ask Wang Ying-an to write her impressions of this.

g) In the fall, students and faculty joined & First Aid lecture course which
met every Wednesday at seven o'clock in the evening., The idea was to train those who
could give help in time of air raids.

In November, when the call came for e big student army, the tension ran
very high on the campus. Many of our girls took the concentrated First Aid Course that
was given during two weeks from three to five in the afternoon, and were excused from

class and lab work at this time.
later, still a more elaborate course - Nurses' Aid - was set up, on the

recommendation of Ruth Chester. More than a hundred Gnling girls did th#s: this meant
that many had to drop other work in order to do this eombined theoretical and ward work
training., The P,U.M.C, Head of the Nursing School, who was in charge, told Helen that
the Ginling girls did unusually well,

h) The Ginling studenks coiiected from the student body enough money to give
three scholarships to worthy children of soldiers, They are now at Primary School, and
it is hoped that this scholarship fund will provide for these three students until they

are finished High School,

Se Ginling Servents' Night Schooi. This meets five nights a week in the Firss
Dormitory from 8:30 to 9:30, young servants, both men and women, are eager to come,

There is a definite organization: Dean, Principal, and about forty teachers (the

teachers take turns, their tmrms coming ebout once every two or three weeks), The

gratitude of the servents was indicated when the servants gave the "faculty" of their

school a party, enterteining them by doing stunts, and singing Chinese opera. The
Ginling students collected money to give them practical gifts,

4. The Spring Conference, 1945, Ten Ginling girls - our full quota - went. I

am hoping thet Marjorie Causer and a student will write some brief report of thise One
incident I have heard of., One morning, in the midst of a session, Andy Roy, as fertile
of ideas as ever he was in Nenking days, announced that there was to be a debate in

the afternoon, subject, whether or not there should be a Christian political party begun,
The group at once appointed the debaters, and the afternoon debate aroused a great deal

of intereste

B. Student Problems

Hejen pointed out that in general these are campug problems, not specifically of
Ginling, and the type of problem will show that this must be so, However, we are
mostly concerned in this report with Ginling students, and they are the ones that Helen
knows end has to deal with,

le Dancing. "It seems that demoing has come to Chine to stay. The trouble is
that we have triple standards about the importance of this form of recreation, The
students think it is wholesome. Conservetive society thinks it evil., The school
authorities have tried to hit a happy medium in such problems, but in oonnection with
this, it 1s a general cempus rule now that students are not to dance,

"What shall the College do? If we let the wtudents do it, we are letting the
students do improper things - conservetive society says. Also the College is scolded
by newspapers and gossips. If we forbid the students to dance, the students say we
are fossils, out-of-date, and unable to grow with the tiges, The students then say,
"The faculties and administrations are too old, They don't know what we are thinking."
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2. Curled hair. "Three years ago the Ministry of Education sent orders that
every High School girl should have her hair bobbed to a length even with the lower tip
of the ear. The order for college girls was that there should be absolutely no curling
of the hair. Permanent waving was egainst the law, and still is, with the result that
permanents are given in back rooms and up staircases, away from the public view, but
still a flourishing trade.

"The girls are in conflict. When they go to social occasions of some importence,
they see girls their own age with permanents; they wish to imitate these and their
elder sisters. The govermment says it is a waste of money, and yet at weddings, feasts,
and other important social occasions, the girls feel it is necessary to conform to what
has become the smait thing, the fashion,

"For some time, Ginling struggled to enforce this rule, For instance, if a girl
on goverrment loan had a permanent, she was immediately deprived of the loan to the
amount equal to the cost of a permanent, In the year 1943-44, fourteen girls were de-
prived in this way. Now the school has stopped the struggle, for the permanented and

curled hair is the preveiling fashion."

3¢ Relationship between girls and boys. "Actually on the campus, great freedom is
allowed, and it 1s very common to see boys and girls walking arm in arm, and showing
more affection in public than would be true on an American campus,

"Young people are having their own troubles in this regard. They want freedom to
choose their mate, but the families still want to meke the arrangements. Tragedies and
tragedies result. There are tragic conflicts between daughters and parents., Some girls

disappear from the homes because of disappointments in love."

4. Broblem of appearing well-dressed when prices are so high, "It is a great
temptation for girls Eﬁo have not pienty of income to use other people's things - rouge,
lipstick, powder, toothpaste, soap, handkerehiefs, stockings, etc., Frequently a girl
who owns such things finds her possessions are being used; in more serious cases, such
things disappear altogether., And how is such petty thieving to be traced? Stealing of
such things become a common problem, If stealing is discovered, a girl is expelled,

"It is interesting to note what kinds of work girls are doing to supplement their

income so that they may buy such and other things:

a) Teach outside the College. This is allowed, if the girl's work does not
suffer. If her work is poor, the situation is investigated, and the teaching forbidden.
For instance, three now teach in the Midwifery School, teach English, History, Geography.
S8ix are teaching in the Industrial School, particularly English, They tutor in private
families, tutor foreigners in Mandarin,

b) They assist various departments at Ginling, For instence, this last
semester the English Department had two English majors who wanted work; they gave three
hours a week, keeping English materials in order, marking or checking the new-type
tests, typing, making stencils, eto.

¢) Other jubs they do at Ginling are: sort school mail; aid in eimple nursing,
taking of temperatures, taking patients to clinic or hospital, etc.; they work at the
Student Centre; write articles for newspapers, translate articles; look after children
on holideys - type of work disdained in old deys; assist in the library; when the matron,
Mrs. Wang, is away on holidays, one or two girls, likely from the Home Economics group,
look after the food; working in the president®s office, do map-drawing, copy music; do

knbtting,
They are very ingenious in meking what they have go a long way. They save money by

belonging to the Student Cooperative. They turn gowns, Scarcely any purses are bought
ready-made; all are made out of cast-off clothes or bits of new material. They knit old
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wool up into gloves, socks and sweaters, using two new styles to make old things pos-
sible; combining yarn and woolen material in Jackets, and using skillfully wvarious
colors of yarn in one garment, They are knitting gloves and sweaters out of cotton
thread, whereas-before it would alweys have been wool,

It they cammot afford permanents (I hear that a place the student group patronized
charged before the New Year a thousand dollars for a permanent, but the price was to
go up sharply after that) put their hair up in the time~honored papers before going to

bed, or use water wave.

They are ingenious in their use of "shifts of 6lothes”. Helen had to deal with a
Ginling girl who was supposedly having severe financial troubles. Helen said,

"You say you are pepr. How is that? You often have new clothes,"

She answered, "This dress I am wearing is three years old,"

Helen: "But recently I have seen you wearing different new dresses. You generally
wear very goodclothes."

The girl then said, "Yes, Dr, Djang, that is so., Two cousins and I in Chengtu each
bought a new dress; then we shift around, so each one of us may seem to have three

different new dresses,."

They use crepe de chine scarfs frequently, saying, "Well, if I cennot afford a new
dress, at least I can buy a new scarf to give a new note to my old dress.”

5. Some of the girls are in very great difficulties financially because they are
by the tide of battle cut off from their femilies and the source of their income, I
know one girl from Hongkeng who has not heard from her family for months. A brother
who escaped from Hongkbng hed, when last she heard, reached Kunming, and wrote her for
money. She sent him ten thousand, but is quite worried because she has for a couple
of months not heard from him, nor anything of the money. I said to her, "How do you
menage to get along?" She said, "Well, so far, I have been able to get along without
borrowing.” I said, "Why do you not go to the office to arramge help for a certain

period of time." 8he said, "I shall have to do that for next semester." She is a
cheerful person, and one would never guess that she has such a weight on her mihd, I
am sure there are dozéns of our girls under appalling loads of uncertainty and sorrow,

The Lowered Morale. The problems Just mentioned are one sign, or even a cause of
the lowered morale which is evident on the campus. Helen's analysis is as follows:

le The loss of morale is due, first of all, to the long-drawn-out war; it is
proving too much for everybody,

2., The great freedom allowed the girls tends to divert their attention from
their studies. In Nanking the girls were shut up on a college campus, at some distance
from other coeducational institutions, The girls are "afraid to be old maids", and
feel that to make a wise shoioce they must know many boys, Therefore, they camnot put
so much thought and emergy on the serious intellectual things as formerly,

S« They are very often poorer students than before because they come from
poor middle schools. Many secondary schools are very poor. Ginling is no longer allowed
to train teachers - before girls could take a diploma in education, but this is not
allowed, The result that there are very poor teachers is partly due to such a situation,
end also to the war conditions, scarcity of materials, finahecial troubles, and ad, infin,
Ginling has not,as formerly, mission schools where good teaching was done, as "feeders".
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4+ Many teachers on the campus - in order to live, or to live a little more
easily - are doing outside work. I know of some teachers doing two full-time jobsl
The genergl rule for all universities here is that no full-time teacher should aoccept
outside work, Ginling, better than other institutions, stays to the rule, but it is
very hard to know what to advise conscientious teachers to do who wish to add some-
thing to their income, know others are doing it, and yet they feel bound by the rule,
Of course, when teaghers do much extra work, they are not free to give their thought
and energy to their classes here, and there is skimpy work. Teachers are frequently
poorly fed, and so have not the emergy to do good work. Ginling's %egg a day” this
last semester has been a wonderful help,

S5¢ Chine is now in a trengition period. The whole nation is struggling to
find a new, or at least satisfactory, skandard of conducte. People are sure to suffer
in such a period of uncertainty and insecurity. They do not have emough religious
inspirations The proportion of Christian students is too small: "there is not enough

salt to preserve the meat."

Well, Cornelia, Helen and I realize that much of this does not "redound to
the credit™ of Ginling, but it is the truth, and whebher or not you can use such material
in publicity, I think you will like to know the conditions. Could something be gotten
out about the difficulties in war time? We often think it is amazing that work goes

elong as well as it does, Take, for instance, the vexed question of light. Night after
night, when it is our turn to have light - we now have two nights on and one off -
there is no 1light for hours, and students and faculty make shifts to read and study by
candle light or vegetable oil lamps - both very unsatisfactory. "Crown" candles are
nearly a thousand dollars a half dozen, end most varieties of the tallow cendle are
drippy smoky affairs. I think the section about how the girls use their ingenuity to
look as well as possible is most interesting. Their spirit in class is very good, and

one feels the students want to do well, and to get on, They are courteous and friemdly,
and it is a pleasure to teach thems In English they come in with such poor backgrounds
that we find it difficult to help them quickly. They respond very well to tutors'
interest in them. Actually, Ginling does a fine plece of work with its tutor-student

relationship,

L ] L] . L J L . L ] L] L L] L - L L . L L

From the Canadian School Library we have recently been buying some books;

many textbooks were on sale at sixty ocents gold a copy; I combed the room where they
were laid out in higgledepiggedly order and found several sets whioh ought to be very

useful, En-lan wants a frying pan for geographic trips.

Much love to you and the girls,

Florence Kirk
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Issie Price is in Chengtu now, here for the Board lkeeting of Cheloo
University whivh has had a serious strike recently. She is so glad to
be back in Chengtu, for like many another she does not have much affection
for Chungking with its difficult trancspdrtation and a weather still worse
than the grey skies of Chengtu. She looks well, but had the midéfrtune
to trip over a loose board in her attic and fell down a half flight of
steps; she was found unconscious by the cook who came up to tell her that
a visitor had come to see her; she has a very sore leg and feels burised
and stiff all over. She was here to dinner las. night with other guests,
and did not feel too comfortable. 1 have had a couple good chats with her
since embh came. In a couple weeks she hopes they can move into their new
quarters where she will have the ten or twelve men in Frank's Interpreters
School. Shke looks very nice in the new coat and green velveteen wit that
srank brought ker from America. ~ :
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‘wen-yuen, if she "would

I asked a girl who khas just graduated, Djang !
This is her

write something about the Ginling students' Co-operative.
short account, S

£ 14 ‘,,{‘u'
-@mr Co-operative

As we look back, we can find several changes that we have been able
to make within our little co-operative,’

A year ago, we got our co-operative fund from fellow-students who
volunteered to be members. Ikach member contributed ten to fifty dollars,
and had also to offer an hour or two weekly 1ox the business. They got
very little pay for doing an extra work. The store then opened two or
three hours daily. We kad for sale candles, writing-paper, envelopes,
no te-books, soap, towels and toilet paper, and several kinds of refresh-
ments, such as, peanuts, candy and cookies,

Well, this term we approved the id ea of enlarging: the co-operative
circle by kncluding all fellow students as members, each one contributig
1ifty dollars - what we called a "mutual-helping fuuu." So we solved a
good deal of the economic .rouvie, and at the same time we have been abd
w0 wt. everybody kn thés college interesiteu in the co-operative idea.

We decided to open the store once a month, and on some special

occasions such as Christmas, New Year's, end of term, etc. It seemed
difficult to maveit open daily since everyone is pressed by school work
and outside activities. Now we do not sell refreskments any more, for
they are not necessities, and we find it hard to keep them fram being
spoiled by weather, or rats. What we have now for sale are practicsal,
daily required articles: soap, candles, writing paper and envelopes,
toilet paper. On special occasions we sometimes do have refreshments.

All things are s0ld at a very reasonable price which is just enough
to replace them, so we get very little préfit. However, our fellow
students are benefitted for at the co-operative they can buy these
articles at a price which is one-third less than on the street., When
such things are available in the dormitory, the students do not need to
walk into the city or spend rickshaw fare - now sixty to a hundred dollasms
each way, depending on the weather and the time of day.

At present the co-operative goes on smoothly, but we have our
difficulties too. The main trouble is getting a proper location =i nce we
are all crowded into this small dormitory. The room which we now use
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| £¥d s quite small, and it serves other purposes: JU;@LJfgico, for all studonto',aﬁ

j get their letters there, and as a small clinic which opens daily at 12:30, 3
Due to the varieé business going on in that: room, the copoperative has to :
learn to adjust its business to timex when the room is most free. :
I feel we have profited by these increasing difficulties.
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I might add a word about the.,Faculty co-opexrative. The headquarters
are in the office where mimeographing 1s done and office supplies sold,
About once a month we get a notice that such things are on sale as laundry

Taiping variety recdntly was sewenty-five dollars for the double cake,

soap (
wvhen it was about double that on the stpeet), white cotton (eighty dollars

a foot, for a coarse quality no% worthg much,but Pppssible for such things
as shoes and dustcloths), sugar (two hundred and fifty a pound, and that

not the best refined quality. }-think’ﬁrticles arebought in quantity

anc supplies bought up and sold tews at low prices when street prices have

already gone up.

On Friday morning Djang figiang~lan came to "morning tea" and after-
wards she talked for more than an hour while I busily took down her ideas
in longhand. I had asked her if she could send some report about college
life, for as Dean of Discipline she c ames into very close contact with
stuéent life and problems, much closer than the ordinary faculty member,
She seemed to enjoy doing it, and wished she had more time to write accouns

herself,
A. Activities at Ginling During the Fall Semester, 1944

There are many encouraging aspects of life in these difficult days of
war. An account of the dctivities of Ginling girls shows that they are
busy about taking a part in the life of the community, in a way that is
quite in the tradition of the Ginling of the past.

l. Oratory Contests. There were nkne universities competing, and
Ginling was unusually 1lucky, captiuring both the individual anc college
prizes for each.

2. 8inling War 3Service:

a) On China New Year's Day ten girls, led by a teacher(
all from the Ginling Student Youth Cbrps, a Kuomintang organization)

o

went out to give gifts of a pound of@pork to each of twenty soldiers:
families. The pork now is wortk two kundred and gixty dollars a pound.
The money was saved from the government fund, saved by going on foot when
students might have gone in rickshaws, by making posters and publicity
material themselves, when they might have had it done in shops,etc.

b) Ginling divided itself into ten groups, and visited and
investigated the need of soldiers' families- this independent of any
defitte organization, but on the school's own imktiative. The girls
visited the whole area around the college, wrote letters for them to their
relatives at the Front, and cheered them and comfortec them. They. rec ommend-
ed to the Youth Corps the twenty neediest familkes who were ‘iven the pork
as desceibed in a),

¢) Six of our students(and an office secretary who hopes to be
a2 G.C. studnet) are at the air-base,which I have told you about before.
Helen visited them recently, spending a night with them, staying in their
tent, The girls were cuite excited that Dr. Djang should care so much for
them that she thought it worth her while to visit them, Theyapprecllate fhe
interest the College takes in this venture, and feelg that they Bave a
strong support in the collece's approval and oversight, Conse rvative
society opinion brands them unpleasantly for going to an American camp, yet
the girls faced that certainty before they decided to go, and they are
doirg a "wibnderful piece of work, The major in charge told Heléng" They
are good girls, and they have done good work,® They are telephone operators,
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gecretary-typists, and one is doing ordmmmce work.

d) Three of the newly-graduated class are going to another air-
base in this area: mail clerk, typist secretdry, and filing clerk. These have
not given up college work to go - a real sacrifice for the 8ix girls who
went out in November,

&) Before Christmas students and teachers corbined in doing a Xmas
Card Project, to help Soldiers' Families. They made irteresting cards in
Chinese design, and had strong envelopes printed. Phoebe Ho did a great deal
to initiate and carry out this project. The American GeI.'s bought a lot of
them. The group clear ed twenty thousand dollars. With this a Christmas
party was given to more than four kundred soldiers' families at the City
Social Centre. The refreshments consisted of cookésp, candies, and peanuts.
The Ginling students gave a play, "Going to Tokio® and the Nursery Children
-the children of the guests - amused the audience by singing and dancing.

It was a very successful party.

f) During festival cays different groups of girls go out, particulafl
1y in the area outside the 3South Gate of tke city- the area assigned by a
campus organization to Ginling- to do publicity work: tell groups about the
the war, put up posters. In the China lew Year season there kave been a three
days' exhibit at the City Social Centre; I shall ask Wang Ying-an to write
her impressions of this.

£)In the fall students and faculty joined a First Aid lecture
course which met every Wednesday at seven o'clock in the evening. The idea
was to train those who could give help in time of air-raids.

In November when the call came for a big student army, the tensia
ran very&high on the campus. “any of our girls took the oo ncentrated First
Aid Course that was given during two weeks from three to five in the
afternoon, and were excused fram class and lab. work at this time.

Later still a more elaborate course - Nurse's Aid - was
set up, on the recommendation of Rutk Chester. More tkhan a hundred Ginling
girls did this: this meant that many had to drop other work in order to
do this combined theoretical and ward work training, The P,U.}.C. Head of

the Nursing School who was in charge told ‘elen that the Ginling girls dicd

unusually well,
k) The Ginling Students collected from the studént body enough

money to give three scholarships to worthy children of soldiers. They are now
ar Primary School, and it is hoped that this scholarshkip fund will provide
for these three students until they are finished High School.

Ze Ginling Servants' Night Sckhool. This meets five nights a week in
the First DormItory Ifrom eight-thirty to nine-thirty. The young servants,
both men and wamen, are eager to come. There is 2 definite organization;
Dean, Principal,, and about forty teachers (thet eachers take turns, their
turns coming about once every two or three weeks){ The grstitude of the
servants was indicated when the servants gave the"faculty" of their school
a party, entertaining them by doind stunts, and singing Chinese opersa.

The Ginling students collected money to give them practical gifts,

4. The Spring Conference, 1945, Ten Ginlag_iris - our full quota-
went, I am Roping that Narjoriee Causer and = student will write some brief
report of this, One indident I have heard of. One morning, in the midst of
a session, Andy Roy, as fertile of ideas as ever he wzs in “anking days,
announced that there was to be a debate in the afternoon, subject, whether

or not there should be a Christian political party begun. Hhe group at once

appointed the debaters, and the afternoon debaic aroused a great deal of
interest.

B. Student Problems

Helen pointed out that in general these are gampus problems, not specific
to Ginling, and the type of problem will show that this must be so. However,
we are mostly concerned in this report with Ginling students, and they are
the ones that Helen knows and has to deal with.




1. Dancingg. "It seems that dancing has come to China to stay,

The trouble 18 that we havé triple standards about the importance of this
form of recreation. The $tudents think it is wholesome. Conservative
society thinks it evil. The school authorities have tried to hit a kappy
medium in such problems, dbut in connection with this, it is a general
campus rule now that students are not to dance.

" What shkall the College do? If we let the students do it, we are
letting the students do improper things - conservative society says. Also

the College is scolded by newspapers and gossips, If we forbid the
students to dance, the students say we are fossils, out-of-date, and unable

to grow with the times. The studentsthen say," The faculties.and administra-
tions are foo old. They don't know what we are thirking.®

2., Curled hair. "Three years ago the Ministry of Education sent
orders thal every High School girl should have her hair bobbed to a length
even with the lowe tip of the ear. The order for college girls was that
there should be absolutely no curling of hair., Permanent wavingw as against
the law, and still is, with the result that rermanents are given in back rooms
and up staircases, away from the public view, but still a flourishing

trade,

“"The girls are in conflict. When they go to social occasions of some
importance, they see girls their own age with permanents} they wish to
imitate these and their elder sisters. The goverrment says it is a waste of
money, and yet at weddings, feasts, and other important social occasions,
the girls feel it is necessary to conform to what hasbecome the smart thingk
the fashion.

"For some time Ginling struggled to enforce the rule. For instance,
if a girl on govermment loan kad a permanent, she was immediately dpprived
of the loan to an amount equal to the cost of a permanent. In the year 1983-84

fourteen girls were deprived in this way. ~Now the school has stopped the
struggle, for the permanented and curled hair is the prevailing fashion.,®

3. Relationship between girls and boys. "Actually on the campus, great
freedommls allowed, and It 1s very common %o see boys and girls walking a rm
In arm, and showing more affection in public than would be true on an

American campus.
"Young people are having their own troubles in this regard. They want

freedom to choose their mate, but the families .still want to meke the
arrangements. JIragedies and tragedies result. There are tragic conflicts
between daughters and parents. JSome girls disappear from their homes because

of disappointments in love,"

4. Problem of appearing well-dressed when prices are so high,

"It Is a great temptation 70T girls who Bave 1ot pEkenty of income to
use other people's things#-rouge,lipstick, powder, toothpaste, soap,
handkerchiefs, stockings,etc. Frequently a girl who owns such things finds
her possessions are being used; in more serious cases, such things diappear
altopether, And how ic such petty thieving to be traced? Stegling of such
things has become a common problem, If stealing is discovered, a girl is
expelled.

""It is interesting to note what kinis of work girls are doing to
supplement their income so that they may buy such and otaer things:

a) teach outside the Colleke. This is allowed, if the girl's
work does nbt suffer, If her work is poor, the situation is investigated, and
the teaching is forbidden. For instance, three now teach in the Vidwifery
3chool, teach English, History, Geography. 3Six are tezching in the Industrial
School, particularly Englisk. They tutor in private families, tutor
foreigners in Mandarin,

' b) They assist various departments at Ginling., For instance
this last semester the Bnglisk department kad two English majors who wanted
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work: they gave three hours a week, keepiigg Ebglisk materials &
order, marking or checking the new-type tests, typing, making stencils, ete
¢) Other jobs they do at Ginling are: sort school mail; aid {n 3
c¢siple nursing, takkng of temperatures, taking patients to elinic or
hospital,etc; thE8y work at the Student €entre; write articles for newspapers
translate articles; look after children in bolidays- a type of work diedain;d
in old days; assist in the library; when the matron, Yrs. wang, is away on
hotidays, one or two girls, likely f rom the Home Economics group, look afger
the food; worknin the Ppresident's office, do mapdrawing, copy music; do
knitting.
. They are very ingenious in making what they have go a long way.
they save money by belonging to the Student Co-opeazmiive. They turn gowns,
Scarcely any purses are bought ready-made, but all are made out of cast-off
clothes or bits of new material. They knit o0ld wool up into gld%es, socks
anc sweaters, using two new styles to make old things poss8ble: combining
yarn and woolen material in jeckets, and using skilfully various colors of
yvarn in one garment., They are knitting gloves and seaters out of cotton
thread, wehreas before it would &lways have been wool.

If they cannot afford permanents(I hear that a place the student
group patronize charged before the “ew lear a thousand dollars for =
permament, but theprice was to go up sherply after that) Put their papess
hair up in the time-khonored papers before going torbed, or use water wave.

They are ingenious in their uze of "shifts of clothes." Helen had
to deal'with a Ginling girl who was supposedly having severe financial
groubles. ilelen said,

"You say you are poor. IlHow is that? You often have new clothes,"
She answéred,"This dress I am wéaring is three years old."
Helen:"But recently I have seen you wearing different new
cresses, You generally wear very good clothes."
ihe giA then said," Yes, Dr. Djang, that is so. Two cousins and
I in Chengtu each bought a new dress; then we shift around, so each one of
us may seem to have three different new dresses,"
They use crepe de chene scarfs frequently, saying, "Well, if I
cannot afford a new dress, at least 1 can buy a new scerf to give a new
note to my old dress."

5. Some girls are in very great difficulties financially because they
-are by the tide of battle cut off from their familes sand the source of their
income, I know one girl from Hongkong who has not heard from her family for
months., A brother whad escaped from Hongkong had, when last she heard, reached
Kurming, and wrote her for money. She sent him ten thousand, but is quite
“worried because she has for a couple months not heard from him, nor anything
of the money. I said to her, "How do you manage to get along?" GShe said, "Wel
so far I khave been able to get 2long without borrowing." = said, "Why do you
not go to the office and arrange help for a certain period of time." She
said,"]I shall have to do that for next semester." GShe is =z cheerful person,
and one would never guess that she has such a weight on ker mind. I am sure
there are dozens of our girls under appalling 1loads of uncertainty and

SOTTIOW,.

The Lowered Morale. The problems just mentioned are one sign, or even
a cause of the lowered morale which i seevident on the campus. Helen's

analysis isas follows:
1. The loss of morale is due, first of all, to the long-drawn-out

war; it is proving too much for everybody.

2. The great freedom allowedthe girls tends to divert their
attention from their studies. In Nanking the grls were shut up on a college
campus, at sme distance from other co-educational institutions. Ime girls
are "sfmaid to de old maids,® and feel that to make a wise choice they must
kxnow many boys. Therefore, they cannot put so much thought and energy on
the serious incllectual things as formmrly.

3. They are very often poorer students tha. veivre because they
come from poor middle sinools. Eany secondary schools are very pour., Ginling
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is no longer aldowed to vraiiL i‘eachers - before girls could tasxe a
aiploma in education, but this is unot ailowed. The result that there are
very poor teachers is partly due to suca a siluation, and also to the

war conuditheps scatcity of materials, financial troubles, ads infin.
Ginling has not as formerly missiom school where good teaching was done as

"feeders,"
4. Many teachers on the campus -in order to live, or to live a

little more easily - are doing outside work, I know of someteachers doing
two full-time jobs! The general rule for all universities here is that
no full-time teacher should accept outside work. Ginldng, better than
otherinstitutions, stays to the rule, but it is very hard to know what to
advise conscientious tteahers to do who wish to add something to their
income, know others are doing it, and yet they feel bound by the rule.
Of course, when teachers do much extra work, they are not free to give the
their thought and energy to their classes here, and therp is skimpy work.
Teachers are frequently poorly fed, and so have not the energy to do good
work.Ginling's "egg a day" this last semester has been a wonderful help.
5.China is now in a transition period. The whole nation is struggling
to fimd a new,or at least satisfactory,standard of comduct. People are
sure to suffer in such a period of uncertainty and insecurity. They do
not have enough religious inspiration., The proportion of Christian
students is too small:"there not e nough selt to preserve the meat."

® 0 00000000000 000 ®0 00 000

Well, Cornella, lielen and 4 realize that much of this does not
"redound to the credit " of Ginling, but it is the truth, and whether or ..
not youc an use such material in publicity, I think you will like to know
the oo nditions. Could something be gotten out about the difficulties
in war time? We often think it is amazing that work goes along as well as
it does. Take, for instance, the vexed question of light., Night after
night when #it is our turn to havelight"- we now have two nights on and
one off - there is no light for hours, and students andfaculty make shifts
to read and study by candle light or vegetable 0il lamps - both very un-
satisfactory. "Crown" candles are nearly a thousand dollares a half dozen,
and most varieties of the tallow candle are drippy smoky affairs. I think
the section about how the girls use their ingenuity to look as well as
possible is most interesting, Their spirit in class is very good, 2nd
one feels the students want to do well, and to get on. They are couteous
and friendly, and it is a pleasure to teach them. In English they come in
with such poor backgrounds that we find it difficult to help them quickly,
They respond very well to tutors' interest in them, Axtually, Ginling does
a fine piece of work with its tutor-student relationship. . &

In the English Department we have had some success this semester in
connection with the projector and films gotten out by the ARC nations, the
project pushed ahead by Lr, Jerry Winfield in Chungking., Ginling is a
station, which means we have been given the proje ctor for our own use, on
the condition that we use it twice a week for programmes of one sort or
another., Miss Pan and I have been in charge, and we have felt very much
like two children with agenew toy. We gave showfings bwtween five and
8ix in thef irst dormitory -where the girls gathered before supner hour -
and found an increas ng interest in the student body, having twenty to thip
thirty each time, and visible interest shown. They enjoyed such films as
"Ten Million Smericans Go to War,""Women in the Service," "lle4t ew Zeal and
"The China Clipper," "Chinese 1in America," "Rubber Comes from Planst,"etc.
We are expecting a new shipment of films any time. The prkector can be
borrowed by faculty or reliable student groups to use with groups of
various sorts, I feel there is a great future for such = method of presenting!

educati onal material.

#rom the Canadian School L ibrary we haove recently been buying sohe
books: many textbooks were ons ale at sixty cents gold a copy; I combed the
room where they were laid out in higgledepiggedly order and found several

sets which ought to be very useful. En-lan wants a frying pan for geog. trips
0 - . 0 'l 0 -
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Ginling College, Chengtu
Mareh 27,1945

Dear Cornelia,

This is a bewatirul Spring day, with the two magnolia trees in our
beginning to drop their huge white Petals, and the wisteria buds
RE over the edge of the gatehouse roof ready to burst imte
The willow trees &re grasefully fleating theiy long gronds in the almost
still aiy, is good just to be alive, smd out in the sunshine,
Of sourse we ave thrilled that Dy, Wunis foing ® San Franeiseo, The
Exeentive Committee knew that this was eomi
muek tee early for her 4

Yell, I'm still alive!" She has a gret many meetinmgs amd
sonferemees beecause Dr, Dekker is here, and she wants to 8ee geertain

fae.lily befere she "takes off." I was impressed deeply last night at the
and what an exsellent spirit
we sould,

for her mere presense

but we think it is ]
opportunity, and unique eomtribus fon

to make in representing China, oy

Mareh g% Li Ham-fen is a Senior who has returmed te
fow months at the aMy-rfield as a t elephome operator.

aVWarded a ten thousand doll ar seholarship by the Insti
E:Etg:r; - whieh has es to promote researeh

ultural hange ween t hR -8 o
She is timy i.:: has & keex » g‘n It nh: a 3ﬂ 3;‘5%‘!5:‘.‘:31’%:‘
herselr, T‘o other mnight at sa organization mee Engliskh Majors'
English Club, she spoke out against
committee, amd pled for freedom of speesh amd astion,
mush, for she has a “way with her" even as she speaks in what might in
others be a blumt manper, She is an interesting student to have:
interested, and knows hoe to take the initiative and sarry

She wrote her impressions of at the camp, amd se I
give parts of her assount here, When she same bask to sehool, she said
to me,"Really I am Sorry to leave the field, I felt that I was doinmg
something to help, amd I found the work mest interesting, It Ras beer quite
an adjustment to make to ¢ome bask to this peaseful sampus . "

A Chimese Girl Gives Her Impressien of the "GeI."

i\

' "To go to work in the U.S. Awmy]! This is really akmovelty and a thrill
to a Chimese girl, Ia the eyes of some Somservative Climese Ny astion
in doing this &ppeared shosking, for they had a Wrong pleture of the G.I.~
who eomsequently got the WrOng impression of Chima, 1 feel it 1s
of us studemts to help improve mmtual understanding between China and
Ameriesa whemever we San. MNerever, I baliewthat thus we ean help the
Allies who are fighting with us for a sommondwause by deing offiee work

lds and thus releasing G.I.'s for other kinds of work, So

working in a G.I. Samp A5 a telephone eperator,

"This kind of life is all se movel to me that everything has
interested me very mush, I wamt to tell you how the G.I. first impressed
me, but I must say that vhieh seemed strange to me are taken

for granted by the Amerieans beeause of the differense in
and eustoms., Therefore I hope my rea
attitude and expression,
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“The lively amd earefree air of the G.I, was what I motieed first,
They feel the burdém and serrew of war, but they don't show this im
the least im their expressien, Whenever they &sww us -~ they told us
afterwards that the eoming of seven girls made life on the field mush
moye emdurable- they yelled joyfully to us, even from & great distamee,
Their faverite words in Chinese wevs 'Ting Hae', the equivalentin

sh of "Very good." But whem they promeumeed this Chinese ressien,

they rt their thumbs up and waved thelr hands in the airy-ii made
them look somieal to me. At first I was embarrassed when they teased me,

put I got used to this, These sigus of being sare~-free, high-spirited,
and somewaht maught ~if I amy say so -~ are the expression of a youmg
mation,

"From my peysomal eontast with the Lnglish and the Amerieans, I have
found that the greatest amd most striking differemes between these
two mations is that the Americans are not so rewemved snd eonventional
as the smglish, Buwt I think that the G.I.'s are even more straight~
forward amd freer than the Average Ameriean/ When they eafied me by my
first name om first meeting me, I was surprised, but their friendliness
made me at home in their eompany. They appeared very frank and open,

"] motieed that before long some of the boys leoked mush tidier tham
when I had first met them, They eonfessed that simee they were so long
away from home they tended to forget their appearanee, amd how they
should speak and ast im fromt of girls, This seemed rather pathetie to
me, Most of the boys have been away fromnhome for more than two years,
and they are very homesiek, It is tduehing when they talk of their
mothers, their wives, amd childrenj; some have not seen their ehildrem

born sinee they have left Ameriea,

" Before I went to the field, I had the idea that Amerisans have
all reeeived at least 2 high-sehool edueation, but mow I have le armed
that this is mot so, Some of them have not even finished primary sehoeol,
More impertant tham that, however, is the effieient way they knew how

to do their gobdbs,

WAs a telephone operator, 1 have had a lot of fum, Im the first
week whem we girls first wemt to the switehboard, there was no doubt
that everyome who fist heard a female velise on the phome was shoesked.
Some of them tried to be "fresh” and eale d me "honey, darling,” and
sueh thimgs, At first I was smbarrassed, anmd I must say that I did
blush a bit, But now 1 have gottem used to it amd I know that the only
way to do is mot to take them seriously or to tease them im returm,
Yes, you eammot take the G.I. seBiously; 1f you do, there will be

trouble,

"There Sere sertaim imsomvenienees in workimg at the eamp: it toek
me some $ime to get assustemed to living im a temt, having a round e
only wide es of treeless groumnd, eating foreigm foed,ete., but
it is an interesting kimd of work to do. I feel now that it is
an experiemee I would mot Rave missed to get to lmow the G.1.'s as

they work im Chinma,"

'EEEENEN KR N BN NN ]

o -
(Mag 15)
Dr, Djang hllalf—la; after ehapel ome morning said, "De you

want more publieity? sourse, 1 said,"Yes, always more,"” 3o I
went into her offiee and she told me the folleowing,

"It was last Thursday -orning(lJ ¥) that about 8130 a Semier
eame to my offiee, and said that Rjang Sjusg-heng, apother Semier, was
terridly siek in bed with vieolemt paims im her abdomen, Miss Hp Yo~

Ty " ~y \
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lan and 1 rushed to the girl's room amd foumd her white, pale, irn terribdble
agony, apparently strugglimg for life, I réalized she was between life ad
death, and before long we had semt her to the hospital or a streteher,

"Several doetors examined her, dPut mo satisfaetory diagnosis was
reaehed, Fimally at nime o'elock that night nthe doetors decided to have
an expleratory operation., It just happemed that I was out at a meetimg
that evening- a Y. W.C.A, meeting to celebrate the Seventeenth anniversary
of the Intermational Women's Bay at whieh I was asked to speak on the
topie, "The Seeurity of Professiomal Women,' The group had supper at 6,
and I spoke afterwards and we had discussici. The meerting did net
adjourn until 8345, It was a dask night, and no riekshaw eould be found,
The 0ld South Gate bridge is now umdergoing repairs, s two of us had to
walk the lorg way home by the 0ld Scuth Gate, It was 10315 when I reashed
the campus., 1 was told that the girl's broghter had signed for permission
that the operztion should be done, 20 sincec there seemed nothing I ecould
do I went to bed, wmot realizaing how serious the sdtuatiom really was,

“Miss Dziang was takem into the cperation room at 9, The doetors
eould not diseover what was wrogpg. Dr. Stephen Yang suggeted to Dr,
Laube that there might be worms inthe region of the gall bladder -that
was the trouble, five worms in the duet leading tc the bladder, She
was takemout of the operstimg room at 1:30 z.m!

"The interesting rt of the story iz the way the Ginling girls whe
were her friends -about tem of them- gave their support, Ten of Lhem were
examined to see whieh had blood appromimeting the patiemt's and Miss
Yang liwelcying gave 400 e.s. free and gladly. Of their own sseord they
organized themselves to be with her sonstantly as spesial murses ffom that
first night, Nyw it is the sixth day sinee the operationm and still her
friends take turms, two shifts at night, snd whern free frok elasses during

the day.

"The surgeom, Dr., Sgephen Yang - everyone thinks he is wonderful -
said, 'This spirit eam only be foumd in Ginling College, where the teaehers
and students do all this serviee Abbbhh ghhdly and on ttheir own
initiative, without reward.* He repeatedly saidi,"This wornderful spirit
should help the patient to get well meore quiekly.' His words proved
twue, for ox the fifth day the tudbe was takem out of the woumd, the salire
injéetions stopped, She e¢an eat, We ean see her smile, FHer firet food
was five tablespoems of ehieken soup and half an oramge, Dr. Laube
said,® She is rodbust. She'll get well soon. VWe hope that the stitehes

ean eome out on the ninth day.¥
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Miss Tsf Yu~dji mmd Miss Hsiung Ya-na are two rare girls, Their
eyes shine as they talk about their work, amd there is mever am expression
of the fast that they have taskled a lomely or diffieult pieee of work,
Herxe are two reports givem me reeently,

Some liews from Chumg Ho Chang
1. The Jenshow Feople Semnd Dr, Wu Yi~-fang a Present

It was in 1938/that Ginling Cellege started their rural
serviee work in Jemshew,(the fall that they meved to West Chima)
Owing to the diffieulties of eommunieation, the Rural Serviee Station
moved ia 1943 to Chumg Ho Chamg. However, one piese of work thrived
after we left, amd of this we had a proef reecently.
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"In the time at Yenshow we had helped the people in the villhage

name Lu CHal EKou to begis » Pawe(100 families) Co-operative, fer whieh
the peasants built a house by themselves sollestively, After we left
the people kept workimg to improve their own village, In order teo suppert
a Pao sehool and to do some ether publie affairs, eash family reared
cshickens and fish, amnd eceh family eontributed fish and two chiekesns te
the vo-gperative as their publie wealth, At Chima liew Year, 1945, the
peasants of this distriet semt a big hen to Dyl Wu Yi-fang as a tokea of
their gratefulmess and remenbramee of tne Binling Rural Serviee Sadtion
work, Whem I brought in the live hem to the dermitory, my frieands
laughed at me, and I felt they were saying to themshihves, "Yesy she's
really from the eountry,' It was the next day that Dy, Wu and the

in 1944

(2) Two pleses of researen that we have dose at Chung Fe Chang "
besides the dally werk with the people &we: making of materials for
the ehildrer 3-5, and the soeial survey of the towsn itaself.

fasulty bad a dish of ehieken and ehieken soup. How good it was)®

" eR: Liss usiumg Ya-
, riense in workimg with rural ehildrea for
several years, The material is divided inte 45 weekly lessons, ineluding
songs, rythm exereises, stories and games., We hope this material will

be published, amd will be made available to parents and teaehers,

A_Qg*&gl S of Chung He C t"We spent &b six months
making 2n imvestigstion o nteresting market town, Ve wished to
fiad out the furmetioms of the town amd the surrounding eouxtry, and

the relationship bdetwecen the e¢ity of Chengtu, the towm and the sountry

na wrote this

round about,

“Our study shows us that the town is Ahe sommerfial, edueational,
eultural, religious and reereational eemter »f the rural people, There
are 222 small shops in this town. Or market éays the farmers bricg their
farm produets to sell, imeluding sixteer diffsrent kinds of Zoodss riee,
waeat, fuel, shidkens, egzs, sows, goats, fruit, dozs, eats, ete, In
addition there are about 345'stands® eoming from Cheugtu amd 22 other
towms mear by. Most of the goods ir the shops and :tands eome from

Chengtu."

h.B. YThe assount I have senmt of the faets in more detzil might
perhaps be 1no’rzoratad inte this repert amd make more interesting
reading., 1 feel that in the West we do uot have muek of & defimite idea
of the make-up of a rural town, Perhaps an emumeration-in part- might
f11ll out this aseounmt in a2 vivid manmey.

(3) The Struggle ‘of Six Leeal Girls
Hsiung Ya-na

"Einling Cellege LEural Statiom rums a mursery in Chung Lo~ ehang,
omuns it for three main purpeses: firstly, to help the mothers take eare §
of their youmg shildren, so that the methers ean more easily do their
workj sesonmdly, to experiment in methods and msterials for the raining
of rural ehildren; amd thirdly, to give the loeal growing girls some
domestie training and hikdyp them to serve their sormunity,

"Six leeal girls have helped us in the nursery sinee Angust, 1943,
At first they eame teo help look after the wee ehildren in the morning,
being superised in thiw worl,im the afternocor Lhey attonded elasses
espeeially given for them, ¥or a year amd a halfthe nursery marehed on
peasefully and sueseessfully, and these six assistants grew bi r and
taller with the déhildren, and became morehelpful day by day., “They
are now big girls with fine manners, and have grown tﬂl.-l" ®mge when they
ean work,' thought the parents of these séiwie - Tharer » this maring -
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"the paremts wanted their daughters to stay 3: home to earn their own
living, or to do some handwork in preparation for their marraige. Sha
Fu Chen, a quiet but emergetie girl, and her step-sisterwere told to do
satin weaving in the spring; Wei Shn-thiag, who had lived in poverty all
her life, was told to make stoekings all day longilhgg'ﬂhn-yi { was
ordered to helf look after the tea-shop; Feng liei<ehiang and Pen, szu»
yuen, both engaged, were to do embroidery for their marraige. The gwg%;.'
were very s ad about this news. They begged and begged their parents, &
even with tears, to allow them to return to sehool, .

"We appreciated their eagerness for knowledge, and echanged the
-eurrieulum from the whole day to a half-day program: the girls to study
in the early morning, and them work with the ehildren in the wmursery,
The girls told their parents about this revised sdhédule, and promsed

that they would work as hard as possible at home in the afternoons.

The parents weremoved by the girls' pleading, and finally agreed to the
new arrangement. The girls were griumphent. Their struggle had not
been one involving bloodshed, but effort, will, and tears. Their
ke®ness was a sign that the girls' minds have improved, this eagerness

for learning. :

"On lMareh 12th the six girls came happily to the Rural Service
station, Every faee shone with a triumphant smile. That day - our so-
ecalled 'Training Day'- the six girls and their teag¢hers reviewed the
lessons, dined together, and afterwards had an evening prayer serviee
on amountaim five 1i away from the town. The girls took this to be
an oeceasion for starting the new order of thingsgthey vowed they
would take good ecare of e nursery ehildren and work hard at home toos
The seene was tranquil: %he sun was settling on the river, the water
eireling in rings as the eurrent moved; young lamps gave a skip here and
there on the mountain slope; fragrant wild flowers nodded in the gentle
breeze, and the littlemboys herding the water-buffalo sang that spring

‘ ad begun. , P
' '
In-hoaste, Wloxenee




Ginling College
150 Fif'th Avemuws
New York 11, N,Y,.

Miss Florence Kirk April 2, 1945

Ginling College
Chengtu, Sgeclwan, China

Dear Florence:

Your two letters of February llth and February 18th reachetl me last week, and were
most welcome, Our new spring booklet has just gone to press snd much of the material in it
came from your good letters., It is wonderful to have you on the scens, and reporting so

faithfully for usl

Dre Wu's appointment to San Francisco Conference., Ve are 2ll much exeited about
Dr. Wu's a}}‘am%m Francisco Conference, and are eagerly awniting news of her

plans, I em assuming that if she comes to Americe, she will of course comb to New York and
that I shall therefore heve an opportunity to see her, My great concern now iz for her
health, I cannot help wondering if she ig really strong enough to undertake such heawy re-

sponsibilities,

Bang Deh-ling. I have slready written to Dr, Wu about Bung Dah-ling's arriwvel,
and a cable was sent as soon as she got here, She is staying with Stella Craves and Ruth
Fhillips in their little apertment on 120th St,, It is a pretty close fit, but they all
seem very happy. It iz harder than ever to get living quarters #n New York, espeeially near

Columbia, so it is really very fortunste thct this arrengement con be made at least temporar-
ily.

Mss Hung hes lad certain tests and examinations at Jullliard sand seems to have
done exceedingly well, She has also seen the dogtor and had X-rays taken of her injured
hand, She says it is much better and does not pain her except after long practice, She is
a very charming person, and is msking & pleasant impression everywhere she poes,

Wu Mao-i, We have heard nothing at all from Wu Mpo-i since she lef't, but there

has not really been time, I am using all my powers of concentration and prayer to move her
along as fast as possible, as I know how important it is for her to resch Chengtu before

Ruth leaves,

Lh.nﬁ Books, I have not started any of your books out to you as a cable from
Elsie Prie at the packages we have been sending since Scptember have not yet begun

to arrive, When we have more informatiom about that method of sending thingg, I'11l decide
whether or not to risk your books, The same is true about same very niee physical education

material that I have all ready to send,

Grace Boynton is here now, in Searsdale, but none of us has seen her yet ag the
doctor has complete rest, and nuc buginess at all, That really is all I kmow about
her, except that the trip was fairly herd on her because changes and adjustments had to be

made unexpectedly,
I see Helen quite frequently, She seems pretty well, though she said yesterday

that her blood count iz down again and she was feeling it, She is probably pushing herself
too hard, with a lot of guests and outside things in addition to her regular work,

I hope all goes well with you,
Affectionately,

C8Myef
Via China Clipper




Ginling Colllegse, July 5,1945

R ld & 7-0/%*?

* Dear Cornelia,

You will know a good deal more of Dr. Wu's movements than we
-do out here.  The Chinese press gives us news of the Conference, and
Wttie sent us many clippings sbout Drl Wu and herprogramme. Whether or
not she went to England, or will go, we are not sure. Dr. Wu's
cahle of congratulations to the oeniors arrived in good time, but
there wasno mention of IZngland. It is good to know that she is
feeling better, and getting expert advice about herhealth problems. Would
it be possible for her to get someone started on her sinus trouble I
remember in Philadelphia when I was about to sail, Dr. Morris(from
gotten her sinus trouble cle ared up?"
His answer was,"3he should certainly
Her recction mgy bel that nothing

Shanghai) said, "Has Dr. Wu
I had to say, "Not that I know of."
have had that done while she was here,"
can be done, but I do wish she would get treatment from some
specialist. We afe all very proud of her and the work she has been
doihg, and we'd like to see her come back very much improved in health,
News of “her goes the rounds, and everyone is very interested. Her
cable was resd out at the Senior Class night, and at the Joing
Commencement services last Monday. Do gie her my best wishes when you

see her.

Searle Bates arrived here a few days ago, and looks very well.
I've done little more than shake hands with him so far., He's to speak
to a& F.O.R. meeting to-day, so I hope to hear him then. I'm sure
the University of “anking is overjoyed to have him back, and the whole
community will appreciate him., President Y.G. Chen returned
recently, but I have had little chance to talk with him eit her.

The first item ds a short article by the

Chung- Eo Cheng workers
which they thought might be infom ali on that could be used to raise
money for a post-war programme, )

. A DT A7 GT PO AT T AT DTTRAT TFT T MTARTT.
/ A PLAG O POST=-WAR RURAL Rﬁu ILY TAHABILITATION
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ILLING COLLEGE RURAL 3ERVICE STATIONL b

I. AIlS:
in
itk 1937, the aggressor, Japan, invaded .our country and took

2, ggreat part of our good earth. In the occupied area, many

away a
buildings and houses were destroyed; homes and shops were looted;

families were broken up; people were left to poverty, suffering and
privation. China 1s 2 netion whose oiyvilization has been built on
agriculture, Eighty per centl of her population are farmers. Hence, of
all the work that comfironts €hina after the war, none is so imperstive
as that of her rural rehabilitetion. The family is the basic unit of
rural communities; therefore, amoung the vast program of rural
rehabilitation, the rehabilitati on of the family is a matter of the

greatest importance.

Ginling College has always been interested in Rural Serwvlce

work. To meet the méeds of rural recors truction in the rear, Suaring




war tige, the C : started a k on in Jenshow
(about 80 miles fréem Chengtu) and i ] i o later time. Peor
six years tl ; lowing '“?V has ‘been carried on ,on a small scele:
educgtionml, medic: ; L“O'O?l‘; and -industrial work., The local
people appreciated f~ erx and t*c college students enjoved the
opportunity of 1 ith the 11ife of country people.

Several effective mctHods\of rural work, as well as materlals, were:

worked out successfullj. Therefore, on the eve of our final v1vtory, “1;

as the bOllc”E makes her UOut-‘“” pl'lo, uuc looks forwerd to
Mw&f‘ Hﬂf@’f« yeagedeloC b N PR T ey e mral people, ~£%6f~unbv*4
; B 2 =k &4 4 plan of rural family

:r o) ST (_ 1 = Ll o - - T A . L -
\:tu 'm 9 G Il 1 ce (\ S8 g S ; f - 3 1 R Tlden M Ty +
A here submitte 0 accomg . the folléwing t} ing s

renshilit

b) Tutrition:;

1)To meke a survey on the nutritions
COhulthh f the-rural area.

2) To t esch house-wived to serve a
balanced diet.

5) To promote the planting of to;
soye beans, etc. for V1u33*11U

4) To primote the resring of go:
chickens as an aid to Ll@t.

5) To organize cooking elasse

¢) Clothing:

1) To teach women and girls to make theiy
own germents with small sewing
machines,

2) To introduce children's garments

designed for hygiene and com*ort.
d) Budgets: To enable rural homes to make femily
budgets and to kéep accounts,.
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relationships: e g
1) To enable retired soldiers to have
s hoppy family life.
To organize family meetings to
esteblish a democrgtic spirit
and put democracy in practice 1in
homese. §
To give family guidance to develop
proper relationships betweet«huﬁband
ond wife, between parents and
children, between relatives or
- nelghbours.
2, Livelihood:
s) To promote heme industries on a small scale 18
increase the family income and such industries
that wounded soldiers can participate iu too.
To ~ive some agriculsural supervision.
To jrbnote co-operatives. = il
To introduce small machiwe s, such as I0r Splungg
and weaving.

3. Children's Work:

a) Nurseries and kindergartens for pre-school age
children,

b) Supplementary classes for childeen of school age
d#t& who have had no chance to go to school,

c) Playgrounds for children of all ages.

d( Libraries for children.

e) Child guidance clinic,

4, Health work:

Health education,

Midwifery.

Clinic.

Sosial training of students to promote better
health.

S Citizens' Hall:

Pl gggrounds and gemes for adultse

Reading room.

fHall for méetings and social gatherings and
exhibits,.

Hall for weddings and funerals.

3et up threed& or four branch centres of a similar type of workf
Yo-operate with organizations, such asm local .government,

agricultural insitutions, local clinic; church, and similar
.organizations, 235 closely as nossible.

.
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D. Develop local leadersto serve their own comrunity.
Ee Train college students through their practise or pesearch
work in this rural community.

©  Some News Itdms from the P.i. Department- July 5,1945

The other afternoon, Feggy Lin .came to my room to chat, and tell me

about the work of the department as she saw it.

l., You remember,lrs, iills, that lagt Fall, when there was &
suddenawakening of enthusiasm among students to help with the war effort,
the P.Hh. cdeparmment tried a new experiment, e spedially totrain girls in
endurance, The girls voluntarily chosc to go on long hikes at least
two or three times a week, and it was wne of the sights. to see the long
line starting off every afternoon about four, the girls clzd in slacks
and bright sweaters, and walking most purposefully. well, at the
beginning of this semester, they returned to their original programme,
for the following reasous: The girls found the marching programme uninteres,
ting after a week or twos there were relatively few place that were {
interesting to walk to, just three inufact; the department found that the
time expended brought too little results-~ the students were t rained only

in endurance, when if other exercies were used other skills might have
been learned at the same time.

It was an interesting experiment. The girls found out they

really walk; they found they didn't need rickshaws every time they
the campus.

ulne institutious

mel ~chools, Business schools. Ginling
was fortunate enought to win th contestss The final volley-ball game

was played ageinst Yenching, z2nd the final basket-ball game azeinst

participated: universities, .o

-

<¢ In the Volley=ball and Basket-ball tournaments
i

b
00

O N w3+ 3 e
Cheloo wos very excitine,

_ e Ihe Bence Liecital, (I shall be sending you the progranme and
pMotures, that ought to be ready any dey now)., It was 2 much better
dlspley altogether then last year: better in the composition of the

dances (done by Peggy), in the techniqye, and sctual r esults echieved,
e {?e proceedu went tg two t*irgs: money Ior soldeirs' shoes
\«190,000) and an equal amojnt for printing dance materials for use
of& college g§d gradustes, .it is hoped that some books may he published
E'is year, TlcketéfwerejWZOO, and there wes an audience of more than
2,000 people, It wes g Saturday afternoon, garm, and sunuy, and th
Lanadian School grounds were lovely. (Ixpences were only $50,000),

Nofe than 200 girls took part. There was much e xcitement
;nont the gi®*ls-6ver the Folk«Dance contest by the different clagsses,
fhe classes had to choose their dence, costume it, and train it == exﬂept
Miss Lin gave suggestions the last day or two,
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for~this elaborate damce recital?
well, sheets were indispensable, for instance, they swathed the
Greek classic dancers. The silk comforter covérs came off for the
OQC“SlOB and became skirts and draped gowns. The Primitives were
clothed in burlap - in jtself not aun easy thing to secure, but recent
incomers were able to supply sSome. firls made ‘colorful cutouts for
patterns on skir ts and blouses, vere bright wreaths of flowers

S

in the European peasant costumc@.

There die they get costumes

4., This spring the Department ave a demonstration to the Border

Young n@ople(the Ch'angs) one evering in the xymnasium. That
~fternoon the Border folk had Iinterested us 2ll by their dancing out
on the lawne. That night they were hoth ent”rt vined and the
entertainers to a smaller *'U;Lrju)./ ‘%“r” were nine girls and
women, from 1l2-22, and eight boy 10-16 or 18 The older girls
were fascinating, for t%eir natural taking OV'I of the responsibiliy
that afternoon was delightful All secemed pérfectly unselfconscious,.
In the circular dances, vuly rythmical and slow, accompanfed by the
chanting was unforgettable. The girls wore t%eir traditional
costumes, but the boys were Boy 3couts.

In the gwm, that eveniung ne Borc "olk. were entcrtained at
t.@e -end with ¢ ences which gave them som 8 of the class work
done here. Then they danced =2nd sang f 1] eme ten o'clock, and
the hostesses were about ready g0 home, visitors had no notion
of going. They wanted to sing for their frlends a loug song with
innumerabie verses-- a song usually suang on the occasion of the
wedding, and trésting, alla oeCu the wedding, the bride's
ppearance, her clothes, the gi iftsyetce This was to be d?pt@d for
the evening, and certain sukfablec verses sung.-It somatimes goes on
for five hours! Their leader said to Peggy," [his could go on till
n

L1

to-morrow morning. You'd bettcr stop them now,

I8 Onc irl said to lrs. Chen(Chen znstse,,"You're such
: i

nice lady. I d want to leave you people.' Then she wept.
They left about lO:Cu. They were very sincere nd naturale They
never forget those who have v1;1teﬂ their tribe. They say to
people coming f rom Chengtu:"Do you know Lin Pei-fen?" I noticed
that afternoonuwe saw them dance that they r“ru;cxlfri“’ anted the
Giuling girls they knew to join them in the dance, and ohiﬁ not take
"io". for an answer.

Peg was. there in 1943, and visited the Chlang, the €hia Yung
endéd the -nn tIIVGQ. Dr. Liu JIn=lanu went on further, and Pegsy )or"ed
there for two months. She collected folk-dances and folk-sonugs,
writing down the tunes of more than 50 sohgs which she gave to liiss

Greves,

On June 23 there was an interestkng demonstration when
1 guests were the following: Dai Ai-lien(lMrs. Yeh Chien=yuj
nown thnﬁ e denéer who was brought up in Englend, and hed
trainlng there in ballet 'and modern ﬂﬂncius; Mr. Arthur
American dancer, once s pupil far a short tim Martha .
% 4%




Ginling College
150 Fifth /venue
New York 11, N.Y.

Miss Florence A. Kirk July 31, 1945

Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Florence:

Library List. When a fat envelope from China came in a day or two ago, my first
thought was that perhaps it contained some more interesting publicity stories from you,
was instead a long list of books which I take to be the catalogue of Ginling's library,
though there was no letter to explain exactly what it represents. Please tell Ruth that I
am very glad to have such a list, and elso that I greatly sppreciate the faculty lists which
have come to me recently. All such material is very valuable to us for our records.

It

Dr. Wu., I am sure that Ruth will share with ell of you the news about Dr. Wu, 8he
is still In the hospital, but hopes to leave soon. She will then go up to Gould Farm for a
month of complete rest. Miss Chien will go along to cook and take care of her. Mrs., New
will go, too, though I am not sure that she will stay the entire time., We all hope that
after a good rest, Dr. Wu will really be much better than she was when she came. I know
that it was a good thing for her to have the operation, though we fully realize that it will

be some months before she gets full benefit from it.

Additional Facultye Dr. Wu has heen most anxious to secure additional faculty for
several departments, especially Fnglish, and we are in communication with some promising
candhdates., Our greatest problem is transportation and over that we have very little control.

However, you may be sure we keep at it all the time,

Miss Graves, I have just had a letter from Stella Marie telling of having her
tonsils out and of the wonderful care she heas had from her friend, Dr. Wagner, in whose home
in Royal Oak, Mich., she has been a guest for some weeks. Stella is on her way to visit her
niece in California and hopes to get started back to China before very long. 8he is naturally
much concerned to get there to relieve Catherine. Stella says she is already feeling muck
better without her tonsils and she is confident that all the vitamins and injections and good

food Dr. Wagner has given her will produce such health and hemoglobin as she has never enjoyed
before}l

glad to get the news of Wu Mao-i's arrival in India through Ruth's
all been most anxiously awaiting some word from her and had hoped
to hear directly from her upon landing. I hope that by now she is safely on the campus,
What is the latest from Evedyn Walmsley? I do hope that she will be able to get to Ginling
in time for the opening of the fall session, as I know you greatly need her help, especially

ofter Miss Lamberton's departure,

V¥u Meo-i., I was
letter to Dr. Wu. We had

We are all looking forward to the arrival of the Gripsholm within the next few days.
It will be grand to see the Roys again, and all the others from West China. I wish it had
been possible for Ruth to come on that boat, and Catherine, too.

The meny Nauking people in West China will be interested in learning that Anna Mills,
Mary end Samls daughter, is to be married in September. I am afraid I don't know the man's
name, except that he is Paul, but I do know that he is a Friend, interested in the same welfare
activities that Anna is concerned about. They plan to continue in the same sort of work they

have been in, and are to live in Philadelphia,

I hope you can get away for a nice vacation, My very best wishes to all of you,

Affectionately,

CSMsef

Via China Clipper
c.ce Via next Clipper




Ginling College,
Septe. 8,1945

Dear Cornelia,

Herewith two other Wbiographies", I suggest that you get
at least one from a Ghibémg graduate now in America: suggestions :
Dju Yu-bag,recently arrived in New York and Washington -perhaps
her work in Shanghai, under occupation; Wu Suen-i,if not too much
used already; Dju Giohfang, as secretary at San f‘rancisco,etc.
You may have lots of other ideas, So you ought to have material
for six, Has Li Bao-djen from Singapore written you? I asked her
to. VWe are wondering about getting you informmation concerning the
general types of work donme by graduates -i,e., work unusual, for
instance, ome graduate who helps the mahpjong group of officials’
wives, e tc. by being one of them,...such instances could not Eiwe
definite names, but it sounds interesting,

Just now Klve been over to the University Hop ital to see
DJjang EKwen=yuen., She gave me her picture(herewith) and the following
Information about the relief given to Eentrance Candidates,

The whole plan started very late. About mid-July the Béudent

Relief Committee here got word from the National Student Relief group

in Chungking, urging that Middle School students be given help at

exam time - saying 2 millionw were available, and suggesting as types of
the follow®ng: drinking water; incense sticks to ke@ away kosguitoes

in the places the students slepg; food; medicine - any relief that

was ugently needed. The Christian Uhiversities had given exams, So

the National Universities'candidates remai ned- and they took e xams,

on July 26 following.
They did not wkdely publicize the available aid, because they did

not want to be swamped with applicants -they put up wall notices near
the place of examim tion - the second and third days more and more
studdnts came, having seen the ammouncement - mostly boys who came from

national Middle Schools far from Chengtu, often their homes in occupied
areas., They were students who started out with what might s eem a good
deal of money, but trang ortati on was expensive, they wanted to save
$2,000$3,000 to return home, and ® nsequently they H und themselves short
of funds while here, They had to take the exams,, and then wait for
results ~ one week, two weeks, andin some cases, three weeks! They
provided drinking water, but since the weather was unususl ly cool, they
saved a lot of money on the boiled water allot&ment} They did not use
incense sticks finally, fearful that they might cause fires in the
restaurants where many of the students slept , and the coolness made

the situation bettver than they anticipated, They arrag edwith student
groups to take these newcome rs in, and the Relief Committeeepaid the

eal They did not give medicine, bu. aecided to send students to the
ﬁospfial; actually only two felt faint, and these recovered with & 1it tle
rest, One giri on the way wasin a bus accident and brake her leg, and
the Relief Committee undertook her complete hospital bill, Th¢g B und
that o me of the examination rooms were very dark, so provided gas lights
during the examimation, They tried to give relid whereever it was

needed,

The investigation was a very difficult piece of work., To help with

it,members of the Relief Wommittee got students they knew to help -
50 of them paying them $1,000 a day for their three meals away from their
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own dormitory., When aﬁlicants for relief cape, they were told to
return half a day later, anwhkle a member of the Committee tried to

investigate:
A) Talk with the student himself;

l. They judged from his gppearance; if his clothes
were ragged, or he looked worried and pale, it was gafe to say that he #as

short of money,
: 2. Wyere do you come from? (Then they asked for his
school cegtificate, to é&orroborate his steatement.

How much money have you? How much did you start out

from home with? What did the bus fare cost? ¥heyt ried to see if the
figures tallied, If they said they had no money, they suspected the
student's veracity, for,since he could not have known that relief would
be forthcoming, he would not likely have gone through all his money so

early in his stay,
4. Where do you stay? If itw as with a family, they went

to the home gjd asked for infomation, to s eeif the two aceounts agreed,

They found some students wanted to get something for nothing, But
the greater percentage who applied were in r eal need,

In the period from late July ta the end of August they spent two
millions and helped hundreds of students in varging amounts,

Miss Djang is in the hopital recovering from an sppendicités
operation., 8he goes as soona s she can to San Tai - there the North-
Eastern University is le ated with approximately 300 students, Workirg
with her will be Mr. Jack Weir of the ¥riends' Méssion, and other student
workers, Herwork will be sstudent activities; student relief, g eneral
religious programme, SBe promses to send us a report of her work there,
sinee we areinterested,

.......'...0000.‘..

Cornelia, Claude has arrived on the campus, but I've not seen him,
Searle is tryimgto get away for Yanking, but plane are-slowin mate ializing.

We were so sorry to hear Dr. Wu had had a rocky time, and ame so
relieved to knov she is improving., Give her my love, please, Your letter
&na cableg ave us lots of news we were eager for, Now we are about ready
to start school, but still Miss Walmsley lmasn't arrived, We e xpecther
anytime, but have had no word the last ten days. Pan Ya-thden is held up
in Chungking with hundreds of others, due to the floods from co ntinuous
ralns, So we're having to do lots of doubling up, hoping the t wo of t hem

will appear soon,

Catherine left by plane yesterday -with B.Louise Foster, from the
akr-field, She's lucky, for ciw lian traffic by AAF plane is now at a

stop,
Much love,

Flar ence
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Ginling College, Chengtu, Sep™.l1l3

Dear Cornelia,

I am so glad that Plummer is to be one of the chosen six to go to
the coast, It will not be easy work meeting the new responsibilities, but
he will do it so well. And his e xperiences in the 1937-38 period will
help immensely. Searle thinks he will get off from here next week, going
directly to Nanking, He's being very generous with his time, and is
giving two or three lectures on the historical background of the Sixteenth

to Eighteenth centuries while he is here,

Enclosed id Mary Chen's picture, Also, she came along this morning,
and suggested certain changes in what I have sent you

page 1* In paragraph i, she thinks this dught to be added:"The

parents formed a Board to help with the Administration,Wa&
il The name for the school ought to be still longer. There

should be added after University of Nanking "from Occupied Areas"
on this campus(add "and for other reasons"

iii Each two or three families had a b0 c0eee

page 2, paragraph 3, (4) one from eachf riendly institution
was the rule at first, Later many came from this course, even one-third

of our total student body,
esesees last paragraph, ¥I spent almost the whole SUMMEr, ...

borrowed $300,000 fpr th¥ee Months

page 3 - parents(add and parents' friends
Add in the second last paragraph: "She agreed after six months!'

rest from administration duties, to resume full responsible for administra~

tion, including finance,"
Final paragrapB. When it comes to the time that the University

wikl soon move back to Nanking, she has asked to be given power for
at least one month before that time in which to close up the work. She

has offered this help,

The errors are not serious, but some poiuts need to be remedied.
She is quite anxious that the account does not seem to indicate that she
has done everything] The parents did help, Actually, I think the truth
of the matter is that she did do the big bulk of the work, but she hates
anything like boasting, or taking undue cfedit forhersaaf.

...‘Q........Q.........C.....Q.'...

—

From Chung Ho Chang % 5 G

From Hsiung Ya-na's English diary:
August 1,1945

This afternoon as I was reading a novel, i d H Too,
funeral songs floated into my ears. I ran to the gate, and was in time
to see the prowession, I soon found oyt that it was the funeral of the

p&ents of one of our students, Hwang Tan-chou; they had kept a scroll
shop. The mother had for days been sick, vomiting violently, Then her
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bgbyCWas born, She and the baby died this morning., ®his afternoon the
father died of cholera., The parents are dead, leaving two esmall boys in
this ugly world., Hwang Tanpchou is five years old, and his brother only
two. It was the most tragic funeral that I have ever seen,

page 2

olera pervades Chung Ho-cahng and causes many deaths.,
newspapers tell us that in Chengtu new hospitals have been organized taé
care for cholera victims, What can we do here in Chung Ho-chhng?
loval clinic seems asleep and the doctor seems to stand aloof. They are

helpless without equipment and drugs.
August 2,1945

When the country people found no way of getting rid of crolera, which

is so wad now, theyw ent to their idols.

ten o'clock this morning when our nursery children were
We noticed that the street was

and gongs made a raucous noise,
All of us went to see what it was

It was
about to have their morning lunch.

crowded. Firecrackers, Chinese music,
but it was somehow rather attractive,

all about.

f the god of Plague and the Goddess of
vercome the pestilence," said the country

people. Preceding the main procession were people with old-fashioned
silk umbrellas in their hands. Then came the Chinese music band. Then a
single file of more than sixty women followed, each holding a tray with
burning in 8seé, Behind them were groups of men,#&&%k each with seven
lamps hung}g his forehead - one on each of his arms - two on his chest-
and two on his back., These were fastened to his skin by the small hooks

It was a longprocession o
Mercy. "Our procession will o

on the handles, the hooks digging into their flesh. These men marched

on bravely, not a sign of fear on their faces., I understood that"where the

faith, there is strength and power,#

Then a scene of sinners in hell was acted out at the roadside when
the procession stopped, Those who Bad sinned against idols, or who lacked
filial piety, were, in the play, severely punished by Hell's judges,

Some were pierced through from the back to the belly with a knife, and
the int estines came out, Some were tied with ropes. Some were bleeding,,..

all this making a fearful scene,

Behind came the God of Flague and the Goddess of Mercy, riding in
sedan chairs. And behind them literally thousands of women marched, each
holding incense sticks in her hand., The précession took @ out two hours
to pass our doorway., To welcome and to worship their gods, eacg family
or shop burned incense and kindled candles at the gates,

Superstition overwhelmed Chung Ho Chang., All the nursery school
children have been inoculated, We were convinced that this would save
them, and they made no murmur, for they trusted us,

As many as fifteen die in one day. We know this from the fact that
the shop which sells pitchere in which to burn paper money for the
dead sold fifteen to-day and as many other days.

Cornelia, such good news last night, tpat our buildings are intact
in Nanking, a letter from Blanche Wu tha I ve not read. And Miss Wal msley

has her passgort difficulty fixed up, 80 should be in soon.
wishes to you, Affectionately,

All goo
P.S.Please remember me tk Dr. Wu and Mrs, New. ;91jr4u2,4uLJ—///




Ginling College
1650 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N.Y.
September 24, 19456

-~

Miss Florence Kirk
Ginling College
Chengtu, Sgzechwan, China

Dear Florence:

Thank you for your good letter of July 5th with all the reports and news enclosed,
You know how valuable such material is to us and how grateful I am for it. The letter to
the Universalist Women has been sent on to them, and also the Plan for FPosteNar Rehabilita=
tion of Rurel Femilies. The items about the physical education work will be used in fall

publicity, both Ginling and China Colleges,

Of course the thinp uppermost in our minds is that peace has come at last. There

will be problems in plenty in the days ahead, and the way is by no means clear, but there can
be hope in a world at peace, and the satisfaction of working on a constructive and on-going
program, So no matter how difficult this next year may be, the knowledge that there is no
more war will lighten all burdens. Our thenkfulness is too deep for wordse

1 am eagerly awaiting letters written since V-J Day. Ve want to know all about
the celebrations on the campus, and how the changed situation is effecting you - such things
as prices and exchange, and the attitude of the people, and how the students react and what
present plans are, and what changes will come in the immediate future, People here are

clamoring for news, so we want every bit you can send use

Not long ago a letter came here for you from the Great-West Life Assurance Co.,
asking what you wanted done with the proceeds from your policy which matures in October. I
sent the whole thing on to Lillian, as I thought it possible that she could attend to it for
you, She will doubtless be in communication with you about it. If I can be of any assistance

please let me know,

Dr. Wu has been at Gould Farm since the middle of August, and says that she is
really making good progresse She will return to New York on September 29th, and will doubte
less make this headquerters till she starts back to China. She is planning to see a doctor
about her nose, and is even getting around to considering the operation which has been advised.

I hope you have had a restful and comfortable wacation. 1 went away out in the
country, miles from snywhere, on the shores of Lake Champlain, It was simple living, camping

really, but I loved it, We swam and canoed and hiked all over that beautiful Adirondack
country eand had a wonderful time,

I haven't seen Helen since I got back nearly a month ago, but I have talked to her
over the phone on a mumber of occasions, Wang Ying-ing and her husband have been staying with
Helen ever since they arrived on the Gripsholm early in August, but they are going to Philae
delphia soon, wherethey will both be studying. Helen says she is fine now, though she has had

some ups and downs this summer,

It is still not possible to get passports and passage easily, though it is better
then it was. Dr. Walline, Dr. E. B. Struthers, Dr. Sailer and Dr. P. C. Hsu left a week ago,
and Dre Kilborn and Dr. Lindsay are leaving within the next day or two. Of course, several
others have gone recently, too, but I have no list. Stanley Smith left on September 19th,
flying all the way, You will be seeing him long before you get this letter. Women have not
gotten passports yet, so Stelle is still waiting. She will start as soon as possible, and I
assume you that we are doing everything we can to expedite her departure,
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All Nanking friends will be grieved to know that young Rex Wheeler died suddenly
on September 19th. You know he has really been ill since 1938, when he had the first
breakdown, and the last two years have been increasingly difficult for him. It is hard

to lose him, but we have the comfort of knowing he is at peace, Connie and Rex have been
They truly live by faith and with

perfectly marvelous in the way they have taken it,
COUrage.

Warmest greetings to the Ginling family,
Affectionately,

C8SM:EF
Via China Clipper
Confirmation via next clipper




Ginling College, Chengtu, Sept. 24/45

Cownclia
Dear Mrs., Mills,

The other day Helen Djangsat down wifh me in the English Office
and chatted while I wrote busily. I am hoping to have frequent such
chats when she can share with me and you her knowledge of student
affairs and attitudes. I hope to get into action soon a plan I thought
about last year - having a news-gleaning group of three students to
meet me every week or two to tell me what is happening in the
dormitories and on the campus from the student point of view. I always

there's any amount of news here, if only we could

have a fBeling that
get at it. And the students are responsive and eager to talk too. So

perhaps we shall do a better job in the future.
FEelen told me about the coming of the news of peace.

"That night (August 10) the presidents of the Nine Universities
joined together to entertain Han Li-wu, the Vicé-Minister of Education.
Governor Chang was a guest too. After the fal we chatted, discussing

when the war would likely come to an end.

'Do you think it possible that the war will end by the

Moon Festival( Sept&. 20) ?' All of them laughed, and someone said,
'No}That is much too early. It will last at least another half year,
even one year.,! Then we went ba to chat of all kinds of things, of

'heaven and earth! as we say.

"I said,

"Suddenly a messenger boy brought Governor Chang a note from his
youngest son, He read it, and shouted, 'Ai yah! The war is ended!}’
No one believed him, When he heard our exclamations of disbelief, he
said, 'You can read this note.' Then he asked President WU Keh-ming
to readit aloud to us. We were stwynned. Nobody took the import of the
newe in. Then our reactionwas, 'If the war is feally ended, we are
not ready.®* Governor Chang said,']I must go home and get confirmation.'

We all left immediately.

"I returned to the Canadian School Dormitory and told the news to
our group of faculty and students. There followed shouting, clapping,

screaming by both faculty and students, and I could hear, 'I don't
believe it, It can't be true. Perhaps we are fooled as we were about

the false news of victory on V&E Day,.'

"Anyway, spontaneously we went out on the street to see what other

By the time we reached the main gate of the campus, the
news hadalready reached many people. The O.W.I. had sent out cars with
flags flying, and the men spread the news from street to street. We
watched streams of people, walking quickly and joyfully, and carrying
lighted twisted bamboo torches. The streets were full of students and
civilians. There was no organization, but it was a beautiful sight to
see their joy, and to hear the patriotic songs that burst from their
throats. Thousands of people with burning torches spontaneousliy made
a procession of a circle of the city: campus to New South Gate, then
north to Chuen Si-lu( the main street), then back to the 0ld South Gate
and to the campus once more. There were thous ands of people,

people did.
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» #] did not go on this circular trip, but watched the gthezs g0,
I returned to the First Dormitory, and talked with the.ex01ted students
still there. One students said, 'Dr. Djang, are we going to have school

here this September?' My answer was, "Why not?' She said, *VWell, aren't
we going back to Nanking?' I said,'But who willtake us? How can we go?!

'Oh, by plane, or boat.' Some of the girls wept, because they have
family members buried here, and already t hey feared what they would iind
sbout tragedies happening in these recent years to relatives they have had
no word from ior months or years. The parade group re.urned to the
dormitory later that evening. Ultsally the rule is,'Lignhis ou. at 10:30,!

buiv we aia not think of rules that night. The students were hilarious
on their return, and there was not quiet until 2 a.m,

*It is no wonder, perhaps, that our students realize so little of
what travel c onditions are, egen now that the war is over,when their
elders have as little conception of the redlities, We have heard of
people selling their furniture and other pesessions almost at omce after
peace came, fondly thinking that théy could start down-river at once.
Some of our studemts in the first week or two sold their clothing and
treasures,preparfitory to leaving! Peace brings to many sadness as well
a8 joy. One man said, *I had a family before the war, When I go back,
there will be no home, just myself,' Some people have come tomlove
Szechwan, and hate to leave, but the pull of sentiment for their native
places and their family may mean that they have to go. Ohhkers have
decided to stay; they have, in some cases, married Szechwan people,"

"This year already(Sept. 24) we have 347 students registered, as
compared with about 310 other years. We were surprised that such large
numbers came: usually about 40% of the students passing Entrance Pests
snd formally admitted actually arrive; this year 70% appeared! We find
that there is the premgailing feeling that Ginling will be able to
grrange for them transportation facilities to the coast.

"Whaf to do with them was our problem. Our dormitories before were
crowded to capacity,.... we have made space for 32 more than usual in
the Canadian School, and the others have to become *Day students® which
we disapprove of in principle, Well, we closed up one sick room and gave
that over to two double decker beds for four students; took the small
prayer roomjy shifted the morning service from the Living-Room to the
Guest Room so that there could be four more tables added to the Living-
Room for students to eat at; shifted the laundry drying-room in the
Second Dormitory bm Third Floor and gave over this rokm to students.
In this big bare room we put 14 girls: no beds, no desks, no stools or
chairs. Students were willing to accept thdse conditions if we would only
led them stay. Not that they thought they would have to g0 on indefinitely
in such barrennews! At the meeting of the Executive Committee the
question was raised,'Shall we be forced to invest in new furniture for a
single year? Double-dedker beds are not saleablel' We decided to let
the question wait for two weeks, meanwhile investigating the price of
furniture, if it came to buying it. After two weeks we were "luck¥!' to
find we could borrow 20 double-decker beds from the Army Nurses'Training
School, and we hope to have these until we leave. Had we been ten minutes
later in putting in our request, the beds would have gone to another

institutionl}

"For desks we use all sorts of objecgs: ping-pong tables, stools,

Canadian Sé ool fumniture, nothing matching in size , stwyle, color. Still
20 students have no desks to study at. Even if we had the desks, there is
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no space in which to put them. The students will have to use a
classrolm as a study room in the evenings. They have no cupboard
dpace, but keep all their belongings in suitﬁbases under their beds.

"This year we have an unusually nice group of Freshmen, very wide-
awake, and co-operative,"

"We are happy to think we can go back to Nanking so soon. Our
problems have in some instances become worse with the passage of time, -

and it is a relief to know that soon we shall be relidved of these A

problems, Take, for instance, our problem in the First Dormitory when

the terrifically heavy rains - the heaviest since 1912 - came night

after night this summer: we had more than 80 girls who couldn't stay in

their rooms, for real streams poured down through the leaky roof. Down

they streamed with some bedding to the floors of the dining-rooms, to 3

spaces in the very narrow halls, squeezed into every dry corner., Also

they have had considerable losses of clothes, notes, books,etc. through

this rain. We have had masons at work 6n the roofs, and paid out

onsiderable money, but the r@ofs are little if any better. The roofs

were in the first place, poorly built. Similarly, cheap furniture gives

us contiual trouble., Chairs collapse under students, arms of chairs

fall off, drawérs fall apart, doors of cupboards develop maladdes., The

one cheerful aspect of this is that the carpenter does a thriving trade.

We shall be glad to be back to the time when we have nails for furniture,

and do not need to depend entirely én glue and wooden pegs. ;
"Faculty and students cmme late because of heavy fains: bridges

were washed out, reads pitted with large holes. One student coming from

Chungking(200 miles or more) spent six days on the way: for three

successive nights of that time she sat up in villages where there was

no inn for her to go to, When she arrived here, she was so tired, she

couldn't either sleep or eat. Another studemt(the daughter of the | &

Governor of Sian, by the way) went first to Baochi, one day's trip. \

There she fognd there was no transportation farther. Back she came to

Sian, where her father's influence procured her plane passage. Other

students with less'strings to pull' would dpikbably be still there

waiting for some way to get to Chengtu. On that one day's truck trip

the roads were awful: at one place the truck passengers were walking

in muddy sluch to their knees, They had finally to creep to keep going

at all. I couldn't recognize what she tells me were once white shoes.

"One Freshman who Da& is starting her second semester with s said,
{The other day I wrote a long letter to my father, telling hik everythi
For yeafs we have had to speak just about general things, Now we can

write freely,."
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I still have information waiting for me about the Summer work of \4{

the Ginling students at Chung Ho-chhng! I hope the material about the
G.C. alumnae was usable, and reached you in time for your plan.

Miss Walmsley arrivedl Fridayl! She says she still can't believe
she really is here. Her story is quite thrilling,..but perhaps chiefly
from the negative point of view -that is, the near misses she madel
We're d elighted to have her here. Marjorie Causer has been good enough
do her work, so the rest of us have just had our own schedules. So gladx;

you are getting us more American faculty ,
” ﬂ/\gﬂlé&w@m /L«,p
Aa T ;z‘* s B
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Ginling College,

Chengtu
Spptember 24, 1945

Dear Cornelia;

The other day Helen Djeng sat down with me in the English Office and chatted
while I wrote busilys I am hoping to have frequent such chats when she can share
with me and you her knowledge of student affairs and attitudes. I hepe to get inte
action soon a plan I thought about last year = having a news-gleaning greup of three
students to met me every week or two to tell me what is happening im the deormisories
and on the campus from the student point of view, I always have s feeling thet there's
any amount of news here, if only we could get at it, And the students are responsive
and eager to talk too, 8o perhaps we shall do a bdetter job in the future,

Helen told me mbout the coming of the news of peace.

"That night (August 10) the presidents of the Nine Universities joined to-
gether to entertain Han Li-wu, the Vice-Minister of Education, GoWwernor Chang was a
guest too., After the meal we chatted, discussing when the war would likely come to

an end,

_ "I said, 'Do you think it possible that the war will end by the Moon Festival
(Septs 20)7* A1l of them laughfied, and someone said, *Nel That is mueh too sarly. It
will last at least another half year, even one year.' Then we went on to chat of all
kinds of things, of 'heaven and earth' as we say,

"Suddenly a messenger boy brought Governor Chang s note from his youngest
son, He read it, and shouted, 'Ai Yah! The war is ended!' No one dbelieved him, When
he heard our exclamations of disbelief, he said, 'You can read this note.’ Then he
asked Fresident Wu Keh-ming to read it aloud to us, We were stumned. Nobody took the
import of the news in. Then our resction was, 'If the war is really ended, we are not
ready.' Governor Chang sald, 'I must go home and get confirmation.' We all left ime

mediately,

"I returned to the Canadian School Dormitery and told the news to our group
of faculty and students, There followed shouting, clapping, soresming by both faculty
and students, and I ocould hear, 'I don't believe it, It can't be true, Perhaps we
are fooled as we were about the false news of victory on V-E Day,'

"Anyway, spontaneously we went out on the street to see what other people
dids By the time we reachedthe main gate of the campus, the news had already resched
meny people, The O,W.I, hhd sent out cars with flags flying, and the men spread the
news from street to street. We watohed streams of people, walking quieckly and jeyfully,
and carrying lighted twisted bamboo torches., The streets were full of students and
civilians, There was no organization, but it was s beautiful sight to see their joy,
and to hear the patriotic songs that burst from their throats. Thoussands of people
with burning torches spontaneously made a procession of a eircle of the city: eempus
to New South Gate, then north to Chuen Si-lu (the main Street), then back to the 0ld
South Gate and to the campus once more. There were thoussnds of people.

"I did not go on this circular trip, but watched the others go., I returned
to &he First Dormitory, and talked with the exoclted students still there, One student
said, 'Dr. Djang, are we going to have school here this September?' My answer was,
'Why not?' She said, 'Well, aren't we going back to Nanking?' I said, 'But who will
take us? How can we go?' '0Oh, by plene, or boat.’ Some of the girls wept, becausd
they have family members buried here, and already they feared what they would find
about tragedies happening tn these recent years to relatives they have had no word
from for months or years., The parade group returned to the dormitory later that
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evening, Usually the rule is, 'laights out at 10:30,' dus we did net VYhink of rules
that night. The students were hilarious on their return and there was not quiet until

“It 1s ne wonder, perhaps, that our students realize so little of what travel
conditions are, even now that the war is over, when their elders have as little con=-
ception of the realities. We have heard of people selling their furniturs and other
pessessions almost at snce ufter poace ocame, fondly thinking that they could stars.
down-river at once, Some of our students in the first week or two sold their clething
and treasures, peeparatbry to leaving! Peace brings to many sadness as well as joy.
One man said, When I go back there will be ne home,
Just myselr,! but the pull
of sentiment for their native places and their family may mean that they have %o go,
Others have decided to stay; they have, in some eases, married Ssechwan people.”

.'.l.'...l..'....l......‘.

"This year already (Sept. 24) we have 347 students registered, as compared
with about 310 other yoars. We were surprised that such large numbers came:
about 40X of the students passing Entranes Tests and formally admitted actuall
this year 70X appeared! We find that there is the p g that Ginling
will be able to arrange for them transportation fatilities to the ocomst,

"What to de with them was our problem. Our dormitories before were erowded
to capacity.... We have made Space for 32 mere than usual in the Canddisn School, and
the others have to become 'Day students® which we disapprove of in principle, Well,
we closed up one sick room and gave that over to two double-decker beds for four
students; took the small Prayer room; shifted the morning service from the Livinge
room to the Guest Room s0 that there could be four more tables added to the Living-
room for students to eat a%; shifted the laundry drying-room in the S8econd Dormitory
on Third Floor and gave over this room to students. In this big bare room we put 14
girls; no beds, no desks, no stools or chairs, Students were willing to acoept these
conditions if we would only let them stay., Not that they thought they would have te
g° on indefinitely in such barremness! At t Committee the
question was raised, 'Shall we be fereed to for a single Year?
Double-decker beds are not saleable}" question wait for two
weeks, meanwhile invest{ ocame to buying it, After
two weeks we were 'lucky ouble-decker beds from
the Army Nurses' Training Sehool, and we hope to have these until we leave, Had we
been ten minutes later in putting in our request, the beds would have gone to another

institution!

"For desks we use all sorts of objects: ping-peng tables, stools, Canadian
School furniture, nothing meteching in size, style, color. S§till 20 students have ne
desks to study at, Even if we had the desks, there is ne Space in which to pus them,
The students will have to use & olassroom as » study reom in the evenings., They have
no cupboard space, but keep all their belongings in suit cases under their bdeds,

"This year we have an unusually niece group of Freshmen, very wido-avu/kc,
and ceoperative,"

o000 vrrrvnreae
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"We are happy to think we can go back to Nanking so soon. Our preblems
have in some instancew become worse with the passage of time, and it is a relief te
know that soon we shall be relieved of these problems, Take, for instance, our preblem
in the First Dormitory when the terrifically heavy rains - the heaviest since 1912 «
came night after night this summer: we had more than 80 girls who ocouldn't stay in
their rooms, for real streams poured down through the leaky roof., Down they stresmed
with some bedding to the floors of the dining-rooms, to spaces in the very narrow halls,
squeesed into every dry corner. Also they have had considerable lesses of clothes,
notes, books, ete., through this rain. We have had mesons at work en the roofs, and
paid out considerable momey, but the roofs are little if any better, The roofs were
in the first place, poorly built, Similarly, cheap furniture gives us continusl
trouble. Chairs collapse under students, arms of chairs fall off, drawers fall apart,
doors of cupboards develop mladies. The one cheerful aspect of this is that the
carpender does a thriving trade. We shall be glad to be back to the time when we have
nails for furniture, and do not need to depend entirely on glue and wooden pegs,

"Faculty and students came late because of heavy rains: bridges were washed
out, roads pitted with large holes, One student coming from Chungking (200 miles eor
more) spent six days on the way: for three successive nights of that time she sat up
in villages where there was no inn for her to go to, When she arrived here, she was
8o tired, she couldn't either sleep or eat, Another studemt (the daughter of the
Governor of 8ian, by the way) went first to Baochi, one day's trip. There she found
there was no further transportation, Back she came to Sian, where her father's influ-
ence procured her plan passage. Other students with less 'strings to pull? would
probably be still there waiting for some way to get to Chengtu, On that one day's
truck trip the roads were awful; at ongde place the truck passengers were walking in
muddy slush to their knees. They had finally to creep to keep going at all, I eouldn't
recognize what she tells me were once white shoes,

"One Freshman who is starting her second semester with us said, 'The other

day I wrote a long letter to my father, telling him everything, For years we have had
to spesk just about gemeral things. Now we can write freely.'"

(A R AR N NN N NN Y EEEREE

I still have information waiting for me about the Summer work of the Ginling
students at Chung Ho Chang! I hope the material esbout the G,C. alumnce was usable,
and reached you in time for your plan,

Miss Walmsley arrived! Friday! 5he says she still can't believe she really
is here. Her story is quite thrilling... but perhaps chiefly from thg negative point
of view - that is, the near misses she made! We're delighted to have/here, Marjorie
Causer has been good enough to do her work, so the rest of us have Just had our owm
schedules, 80 glad you are getting us more American faculty,

Much love., Some of these days I hope to settle down to chat with you, I
suppose Plumer will soon - or perhaps has already gotten to Nanking,

Affectionately,

Florence




Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N.Y.

Miss Florence Kirk October 88, 19456

Ginling College
Chengtu, Ssechwan, China

Dear Florence:

You don't know how much I appreciate all the good material you have sent me recently
and all the work you put into getting it together, The biographies are most colorful and
interesting and will make excellent publicitye I am working on the leaflet now, and plan to
have it ready to mail out in December, according to our regular schedule, Now that peace
has come, perhpas mails will be less expensive and more reliable and we can be sure You ree
ceive a file of all of our publicity offorts, so that you can see how we have used what you
have sent us., You may be sure that every scrap of news and every picture is valuable and

treasured by us,

Dr. Wu is meking very good progress and the doctor seems quite satisfied with her
general condition., She is conscientiously trying to rest as much as possible and is undere
taking no heavy responsibilities of eny kinde She should therefore return to China much

stronger and better than she was when she left. I had a tea for her at my apartment on
Saturday, October 20th, and invited the Ginling alumnae in New York. Thirteen came, and we
had a grand time, That number included Alice Chong, who isn't an alumna of course, also
Lucy Koo, and a friend of Dr. Wu's from Washington, but the other ten are bonafide Ginling
greduates, They were all happy to see Dr. Wu and responded eagerly to her suggestion that
they do something special for Ginling®'s 30th Anniversary. A committee was promptly organized
and they began at once to meke planse I'll let you know how it all develops,

Mrs. New is settled at Whittier Hall, and taking some courses at Columbias She
hes a very nice suite, but it is terribly noisye I could not stand it, and I don't see how
she does, HOwever, she is looking unusually well and seems to be thriving,

Stella is out in California with her nieces Things seem to be opening up a bit
more now, as least we hear of more men getting passage, so maybe Stella will get off sometime
soon, We were all glad to know that Cakharine is on her way home, and hope that she will
not be long delayed in India, Since she did not seem to be making progress out there, the
sooner she gets home, the better it will bes Of course her femily is happy to know she has
started, ' )

This hiss already been delayed so long that I will not hold it any longer., There
are always so many demands on time that letters often get delayed,

Warmest greetings to all the Ginling group,

Affectionately yours,

CSMsef




Ginling College, C,engtu,
Nov. 27,1945

¥

Dear Mrs, Mills,

We arebusy at publicity, and hope some of it may be the kind of thing
| wou can use. People are being very good at helping, particulary when they
have been so very busy with the campaign for Ginling rehabilitation, for

Founders' Day, the special P.E. and Muysic general concert, etc. We are

sorry to hear that Ruth is being held up in Chungking because of her lost
passport, and hope she can quickly get over that difficulty.

Just a word to accompany this letter. I thought the material might
be more readily available to you, if it was = mewhat organized. Therefore,

I have adapted the following plan,

Those sheets marked at the top I(followed by special subtopics,
or titles) represent The Bigger Ginling - The Alumnae and their Doings

II., Ginling at Chengtu.
A, Departmemt s, reports of work since 1938

B, Special projects to be written up separately;
for example, Miss Ho's Cross-stitch Embroidery
Project, that I am in the midst of typing now,

Faculty figures(publications, etc.)

Student Baddy at present
1. War Experiences
2. What the War Has Taught Me

3. Aspects of Life on the Campus Here

III., The future?

We are alee trying to get you some pictures. Did you get a chance to
make use of the color films that the Universalist A.A.F. man took at
Chung Ho-chang? What special use did you make of the Chung Ho-chang
material I've been sending regularly? Did the alumnae writeups work out
satisfactorily? We'd 1like to know, for if we find that such things are
satisfactory, then it is easier to get further help along such lihes.

Catherine S,, we hear, thiks there's a hope she and Miss Fgster may
get away on a cargo boat the end of this month. I hope they can.

Most of the student material I'm enclosing came as a result of the

Monday Morning Memorial Service time given over to ask the students to
write their impressions and experiendes. I've some other good material

that will be coming along shortly.

With all good wishes,
Affectionately,




Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N, Y.
December 10, 1945

WJ_, Kirk
Aling College

Chengtu, Sgechwan, China

Dear Florence:

The December booklet is off the press and will soon be in the hands of Ginling
donors and friemds, I hope it brings in good results. It did not grow into a Ginling
"Who's Who", as we finally decided to make it a special 30th Anniversary appeal, and so
I used only a little of the good biographical material you sent me this time, The rest
will be wonderful ammunition for our spring effort., In the meantims, I hope you will add
any bits of news of college activities or people that you have, I want our publicity to

be as attractive and alive as possible, and I depend on you to send me the material,

All the accounts that have come about the rural work have been enthusiastically
received by a number of different groups, We have everything mimeographed and find it hard
to keep a supply on hande As you know, people are more interested in these biographies and

stories of actual work done than in anything else.

We are, of course, most eager to get news from Nankinge Ruth's letter of October
13th, Eva's of November 19th, end arreport from Bill Fenn, written after his visit to
Nenking, all seem to indicate that while things are bad, they could have been worse,
shall be most interested in Ruth's report after her visit,

|

Stella has her passport st last, and we hope she will soon be on her way, Hare
riet Whitmer is also working on arrangements to leave as soon as possible, She will g0 to
Nanking. We have heard nothing more from Catharine directly, but from her mother we learn
that she was still in Caluutta on November 4th, hoping to leave by the end of the month,

I hope she got away., If she did, she may be home for Christmas, which would hmean much to

her mother,

Dr. Wu has made no final decision about the date of her departure, but I think
she will be starting soon. She is most eager to be off, and wants to go by Shanghai and
Nenking, which I think would be a grand thing for her to do. We need her here, but I SUp=
pose the College needs her more, so I hope she can got away when she is readye

We are beginning to appeal for rehabilitation funds for the colleges, - first
letter went out last week, There is tremendous interest in the program and needs of the
China Colleges, so I hope we get a generous response. Ve are al 1 thrilled at the wonderful
gift for the 30th Anniverwary from the alumnse. I have written Ruth about our small 30th
Anniversary celebration here, so will not repeat,

11 best wishes to each and all of you for Christmes snd the coming year,

Affectionately yours,

CSM;ef
Vie China Clipper




ginline College, Chengtu
Iecember 29,1945

Dear Cornelia,

After a 1lull due to the hectic nctiviti¢s of end of term and Chrmistmas
season combined, I am starfing in sgain to gét ‘some material off to you.
I thought I would have had al least another artiele of two in this letter,

but did not manage it. o G
( ’

Will you, Cornelia, see that lNr. Bellew(? khwws what material is
reaching you? Yhe cable was signed by him +I m@amw the one a sking for the
formation| of a Pblicity Committee - but I'ye t&keén for granted that when
we sent it to you it wasavailable for all publifity purvoses. I meant to
write this to you long ago, or even to write hifi.a letter, but have neglected

to do either.
|

Ruth is back, and, I think, cheered: gathir than the reverse by the
conditions she found in +“anking. o doubt yot will hae a detailed report
from her direct. lNow we're looking forwarnd o Having Dr. Wu back with
us before too long. The shortened term meakes, kife very busy just now, and
between terms we have only a week - not lgﬁg‘to finicsh up one term, and
get things ready for new classes. \

\

gorgeous Christpas - and the most beautiful weather imaﬁfnab}e.
At Chrsitas time, Mr., Sullivan's

illness meant that one playw e hoped to give could not be given, so _
weekend we're giving that as a climax for: the Senlor banquet - for the nine

We had a
Soon comes hew Year's - one day's holiday. 1
i tnls

. . . % | =Y :I o
girls graduating in the mddst of the smester - ané the whole college 1S
invited, of course. If they all come, we shall be embarrassed,

not space enough in the Canadian School auditorium.,
I hear you've had a real looting
What a pity:

for we've

Bestof wishes to you and the girls.
f vour house - since the Javanese moved out:

01

Mych love,




